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Background 

  

UNESCO, in partnership with CECC/SICA, is organizing the commemoration of World 

Teachers' Day in the SICA region on 5 October 2021. Our region joins with this event the 

global celebration whose purpose is to draw attention to the situation of teachers, the 

challenges facing the teaching profession, and the responses to address them that commit 

the education systems of the region, especially a year and a half after the crisis generated 

by the Pandemic COVID-19.  

 

Since 1994, 5 October has been instituted as World Teachers' Day to commemorate the 

anniversary of the adoption of the ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of 

Teachers (1966)1 at an Intergovernmental Conference. This Recommendation sets out the 

rights and responsibilities of teachers, as well as standards for their initial training, 

continuing professional development, recruitment, employment and teaching and learning 

conditions. It also contains recommendations for teacher participation in educational 

decision-making through social dialogue and negotiation with educational authorities.  

 

At the international level, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and SDG 4 on 

education confirm the fundamental role of teachers in achieving the goals of quality 

education for all, with inclusion and equity. In the SICA region, the Central American 

Education Policy (PEC) 2013-2030 proposes as its Goal 5 to promote a significant 

improvement in the processes of recruitment, training, updating and accreditation of 

educators at all levels of education. In order to achieve this, three lines of action are 

identified: i. Create conditions of social recognition and economic incentives that attract 

and retain the most talented and motivated teachers; ii. Assure the quality of initial training 

offerings adjusted to the needs of education systems undergoing transformation; iii. 

 
1 https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_dialogue/---
sector/documents/normativeinstrument/wcms_493315.pdf  

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_dialogue/---sector/documents/normativeinstrument/wcms_493315.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_dialogue/---sector/documents/normativeinstrument/wcms_493315.pdf
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Promote in-service professional development through a broad range of high quality and 

pertinent training and refresher courses.  

Recognition of the critical importance of the role of teachers has been underscored by the 

critical situation created by the COVID-19 pandemic. The challenges faced by education 

systems were highly unusual and tested the capacities and commitment of teachers. The 

CECC Council of Ministers acknowledged "the committed work of teachers in the region, 

who are carrying out a variety of tasks, both face-to-face and at a distance, to the extent 

that they are able to do so"2. This was expressed in its Declaration of April 2020, at the time 

of instructing the CECC Executive Secretariat to prepare an Education Contingency Plan for 

the SICA Region3. The Inter-ministerial Technical Teams that participated in its elaboration 

identified as the first lesson learned that, in order to respond to the situation generated by 

the pandemic, the countries of the SICA region initiated processes of curricular, pedagogical 

and teaching innovation. The re-evaluation of learning that placed students as protagonists, 

regulators and responsible for their learning led to a reconceptualization of the teacher as 

a reference, guide and facilitator of the learning processes of their students. The Inter-

ministerial Technical Teams pointed out that "in a distance education as new as the one we 

are experiencing, the teacher is the main factor (the cornerstone), the one who creates the 

link between students and learning". And that "in spite of encouraging autonomous 

learning, the role of the teacher in the educational process cannot be disassociated". Clearly, 

the Contingency Plan reaffirms that the teacher is the primary decision-maker of the 

education system in the classroom. They recognize that, although the different types of 

materials that were designed and used are valuable resources in the face of the challenge 

of distance, autonomous, and family-supported education, they emphasize "the 

fundamental role of the teacher as a mediator and promoter of learning. The teacher is the 

link between the student and his or her learning, as well as with the educational center". 4 

The Concept Note prepared by UNESCO5 at the global level for the celebration of this Day 

notes that "teachers have never been more needed than they are today". They recognize 

the crucial role of teachers in maintaining the continuity of learning, as well as in sustaining, 

in many places, the very dynamics of homes and communities, sometimes going far beyond 

the call of duty. Numerous are the tasks they have fulfilled, many of them sacrificially, 

during this period. "As a result, parents, communities and education systems have 

 
2 Declaration of the Council of Ministers of Education of the Central American Educational and Cultural 

Coordination (CECC) of the Central American Integration System (SICA) on the Covid-19 Pandemic (16 April 
2020). 
3 https://ceccsica.info/sites/default/files/inline-
files/CECC%20SICA%20Contingency%20Plan%20Recommendations.pdf  
4 Contingency Plan, pp. 76-77. 
5 UNESCO, World Teachers Day 2021 .  

https://ceccsica.info/sites/default/files/inline-files/CECC%20SICA%20Contingency%20Plan%20Recommendations.pdf
https://ceccsica.info/sites/default/files/inline-files/CECC%20SICA%20Contingency%20Plan%20Recommendations.pdf
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developed a renewed appreciation for teachers and their vital role in educational recovery 

and in supporting the social, economic and cultural life of society".  

 

Revaluing teachers is one of the 10 keys to the central concept of the Contingency Plan for 

the SICA region, which is the Curriculum in Emergency. The pandemic provided an 

opportunity to show the resilience of educators to devise and implement unprecedented 

educational proposals. Educators dared to tackle the unexplored and to seek answers that 

have shown a transformation in the making based on mutual support and collaboration 

with their peers. The Curriculum in Emergence could enhance these initiatives among 

educators through communities of practice and fostering this transformational teaching 

impulse by facilitating innovation in schools6. 

The recommendations of the Council of Ministers in the Education Contingency Plan for the 

SICA region emphasize the need for a change in the role of teachers, which has already 

begun to occur, at the same time as that of students and the school itself, demanded by the 

new circumstances. For this reason, in-service teacher training and initial teacher training 

are particularly relevant for their performance in a combined or hybrid teaching strategy.  

 

For all these reasons, this year's celebration of World Teachers' Day in the SICA region - as 

in the rest of the world - will look at the impact that the pandemic has had on education, 

and on teachers, as well as the steps that need to be taken to ensure that teachers develop 

their full potential to play the role they are expected to play in achieving the global 

education goals by 2030.  

 

The Teaching Profession in the Post-Pandemic Era Webinar Objective  

To draw the attention of the SICA region to the situation of teachers, the challenges facing 

the teaching profession in the post-pandemic era, and the policy responses to address them 

that engage education systems in the region. 

 

Nature of the event 

To celebrate World Teachers' Day, UNESCO and CECC organize a Webinar to present the 

professional status of teachers in the region, examine policies adopted or to be adopted to 

support teachers to build resilience and empower them for a successful revival of education 

 
6 Contingency Plan, p. 103. 
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systems and move forward, despite the pandemic, towards the goals of inclusion and 

equity: "no one left behind". 

Methodologically, the Webinar is organized through a set of presentations on convergent 

topics. 

The Webinar "The teaching profession in the post-pandemic era" will feature two panels on the 

following topics: 

 

• Panel I: Challenges for teachers in the post-pandemic era  

• Panel II: Ministerial actions in support of teachers in the post-pandemic era 

Panel I will be attended by representatives of teachers appointed by the ministries. Panel II 

panelists will be ministerial authorities. Each panelist will have a maximum of 5 minutes for 

their presentation. An orientation guide with questions around topics on the Webinar is 

attached. Main issues is as follows:  

• The professional development required by teachers today, in relation to 

international conceptual frameworks that express confidence in the pedagogical 

judgement of teachers to support the shift towards hybrid teaching and learning, 

adapting content and pedagogical practices to a diversity of learners with different 

needs, desires and aspirations. Elements that must also be integrated into the 

training of new professionals.  

 

• Governance and participation, referring to new and expanded channels for the 

participation of teachers and their organizations in education decision-making, and 

sharing the knowledge they produce in the classroom at different levels of education 

governance and management and in peer learning communities.  

 

• Working conditions, which ensure safe and enabling environments, free from bias, 

including gender discrimination, and provide them with security, remuneration and 

career development opportunities.  

 

Invited participants 

The Ministries of Education of the countries of the SICA region will issue invitations to get 

the active participation of teachers from various contexts and fields, trade union and 

professional associations of teachers, institutions and entities linked to the teaching issue, 

the media, students, parents and the general public. 



5 
 

The Webinar organizers will invite regional representatives of UNICEF, ILO and Education 

International (IEAL), collaborators with UNESCO in the call for World Teachers' Day. 

 

 

Agenda 

9:00-9:10  Opening Session 

Carlos Staff, CECC Executive Secretary  

Julio Carranza, Director a.i. of UNESCO Cluster Office in San José and Director 

of UNESCO Guatemala Office 

9:10-9:15  Dynamics of the Webinar 

Carlos Rodríguez, Director of the National Institute for Teacher Training - 

INFOD (El Salvador). 

Seminar Moderator 

9:15-10:00  Panel I: Challenges for teachers in the post pandemic era 

Panelists: Teachers delegate from each country (5 minutes per country) 

10:00-10:45 Panel II: Ministerial actions in support of teachers in the post pandemic era 

Panelists: Ministry of Education authority (5 minutes per country) 

10:45-11:00 Closing remarks 

UNICEF Representative (tbd) 

ILO Representative (tbd) 

IEAL Representative (tbd) 

UNESCO Representative (tbd) 

11:00  Closing of the Webinar 

 

 


