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Abstract 
This is one of the most important collections of Central Asian manuscripts. It 
reflects the role of this part of the world as a cross-roads of the Silk Road and its 
importance in the development of Islamic science and culture. The Collection is 
of great significance for the study of the history and culture of the peoples of 
Central Asia, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and the Arab world, and of the 
political, diplomatic and cultural relations between them. 
 
Identity and Location 
Name of the Documentary Heritage: The Collection of the Al-Biruni Institute of 
Oriental Studies 
Country: The Republic of Uzbekistan 
State, Province or Region: Tashkent city 
Address: 81, Kh. Abdullaev street, 700170 Tashkent 
Name of Institution: The Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 
Al-Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies 
 
Legal Information 
Owner: l    The Republic of Uzbekistan 
Custodian: The Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Al-Biruni 
Institute of Oriental Studies Tel.: (7+3712) 625461, Fax (7+ 3712) 625277 
Legal Status: 
Category of ownership: Public Property 
Details of legal and administrative provisions for the preservation of the 
documentary heritage: Customary institutional care including secure storage 
and environmental monitoring. 
    
Accessibility: Users can consult the collection in the reading room, but access 
to several very old manuscripts is restricted and subject to permission from the 
Institute administration. However, users have free access to microfilm or 
facsimile copies. 
    
Copyright status: Al-Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies is the copyright holder. 
Responsible administration: Mr. Muzaffar M. Khayrullaev, Director, The 
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Al Biruni Institute of Oriental 
Studies 
    
Identification 
Description: The library consists of a unique collection of works by the great 
scholars, poets and thinkers of Central Asia. It contains many original 
manuscripts and rare copies of major works on history, literature, philosophy, 
law, astronomy, physics, chemistry, pharmacology, geography, music, 



mathematics, mineralogy, economy, fine arts, etc. written in Uzbek, Arabic, Farsi, 
Tajik, Urdu, Pushtu, Tatar, Azeri, Turkish, Turkmen, Uighur and other languages. 
 
Bibliographic details: The Collection is in the library of the Al-Biruni Institute. An 
annotated catalogue of most of the manuscripts of the collection was first 
published by Semenov in eleven volumes in 1952. This has since been updated, 
but remains incomplete. 
 
Visual documentation: Photographs and slides 
 
History: The Collection is the result of one hundred and twenty seven years of 
systematic collecting. It was founded in 1870 as the Department of Oriental 
Studies of the Uzbekistan Public Library. Hundreds of books were added to the 
collection annually, and later the collections of the Scientific Research Institute of 
Samarkand, the Ibn Sina Library of Bukhara, the libraries of the Khans of Khiva 
and many others were added. In 1943 the Department of Oriental Studies of the 
Al-Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies was established on the basis of these 
collections. To date the library numbers over 18,000 manuscripts. 
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Management Plan 
Access policy and procedures: Full responsibility is given to the Academy of 
Sciences and the Al-Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies. Users who want to have 
access to the originals must contact them. 
 
Details of preservation budget: Some funds from the budget of the Al-Biruni 
Institute of Oriental Studies are allocated for preservation purposes. 
 
Number of Preservation staff, their qualification and opportunities for their 
continued training: There are two specialists at the institute: 
1. Mr. Shahmakhmud Mukhammadjonov, Fellow 
2. Mr. Marufjon Salimov, Fellow 



They maintain ordinary conservation activities. 
 
Assessment against the Selection Criteria 
Influence: The great medieval scholars, poets and thinkers of Central Asia and 
the countries of the Near and Middle East comprehensively represented in this 
collection contributed greatly to the enrichment of the spiritual life of human 
civilization and to the advancement of science, whether in geography and 
mathematics (Al-Biruni), astronomy (Ulughbek's Star Charts), philosophy (Al-
Farabi), medicine (Ibn Sina's Canon). Many of the works represented here are 
classics of world literature (Firdawsi, Navoi, Saadi, Nizami, Attar, Rumi, Hafiz, 
Khayyam). 
 
Time: The collection is of great significance for the study of the history and 
culture of the peoples of Central Asia, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and the 
Arab world, and of the political, diplomatic and cultural relations between them. 
Many works are invaluable sources for the study of Central Asian history, such 
as the tenth-century Takhkiki Viloyat' and Bukharo Tarikhi' by Ibn Jaffar 
Narshani, which describes the foundation of Bukhara, the architecture of the city, 
its topography, the surrounding villages, and the prominent scholars and rulers of 
that time. A number of historical works relate to the Moghul dynasty founded by 
Babur. One of these, the Tabakati Akbarshahi' by Al-Kharavi, dating from 
1003/1595, serves as the main source for the history of India during that period. 
The collection as a whole reflects the remarkable flowering of Islamic science 
and culture during the middle ages which was later to exercise a profound 
influence on Renaissance scholars in Europe. One of the oldest manuscripts (by 
Ibn Salam) dates to 837 A.D. 
 
Place: This is the most important collection of Central Asian manuscripts. It 
reflects the role of this part of the world as a cross-roads of the Silk Road and its 
importance in the development of Islamic science and culture. 
 
People: This collection has great importance for all the peoples of Central Asia. 
It contains manuscripts in many languages, including Uzbek, Arabic, Farsi, Tajik, 
Urdu, Pushtu, Azeri, Turkish, Tatar, Turkman, Uighur, etc. The Institute has a 
particularly large number of works devoted to the history of India, with whom the 
peoples of Central Asia have enjoyed close relations since ancient times. Many 
of the works relate directly to major historical figures of world significance (Ibn 
Sina, Ulughbeg, Temur, Chingiz Khan, Navoi, Beruni ), and several are in the 
author's own hand. 
 
Subject/Theme: The collection is one of the richest depositories of Central Asian 
manuscripts in the World. It includes seminal works on a very comprehensive 
range of subjects related to the study of the history and civilization of the peoples 
of the East: history, geography, literature, poetry, philosophy, law, astronomy, 
physics, chemistry, medicine, pharmacology, music, mathematics, mineralogy, 
economy, fine arts, political science, etc. 



 
Form and Style: Many unique examples of calligraphy and miniature painting 
are preserved in this collection, such as Alisher Navoi's "Divan" written in the 
lifetime of the poet by a well-known calligrapher of Herat, three complete, 
beautifully illustrated examples of "Djami al-Hikayat" (Selected Stories) by Aufi, 
and original manuscripts of Nizami's and Navoi's "Khamsa" embellished by the 
most prominent miniaturists and calligraphers of the day. The collection also 
includes many unique and beautiful bindings. 
 
Social value: The collection is the most important source of manuscripts on 
Central Asia. It has attracted the interest of scholars and scientists from all over 
the world. It reflects some of the finest achievements of the human intellect in all 
fields of science, philosophy and the arts, and reflects universal moral and 
cultural values. As such it forms part of the Memory of the World in the same way 
as collections such as those held in the British Library. 
 
Rarity: There are numerous extremely rare works in the Collection, for instance: 
A unique manuscript of the "Kitab Sir al-Asrar" (The Book of the Mystery of 
Mysteries), a work on chemistry by the famous ninth-tenth century scholar Abu 
Bakr Al-Razi. Until the discovery of Institute's 15th-century manuscript copy only 
one other work by Al-Razi was known. An early fourteenth-century copy of "Kalila 
wa Dimna", thought to be the oldest in the world; one of the oldest known copies 
of Biruni's "Tafkhim li Availi Sinaat al-Tandjim" (The Book of Teaching of the 
Fundamentals of Astrology); fragments of poems by Ibn Sina, better known as 
philosopher and physician, and the only known copy of his book "Salman and 
Ibsal"; the "Haft Awrang" (seven colours) and other works by Jami from the 
author's own hand; original manuscripts of Nizami's and Navoi's "Khamsa" 
embellished by the most prominent miniaturists and calligraphers of the day; one 
of the only three known copies in the world of the "Kitab-e-Sindibad" (The Book 
of Sindbad); Three complete, beautifully illustrated examples of "Djami al-
Hikayat" (Selected Stories) by Aufi. One other copy exists in the British Library, 
where it is considered exceptionally rare. Djami al-Tavarikh', a work on general 
history by Rashiduddin ibn Imadaddavi; the only copy of "Kutadgu Bilik" 
(Knowledge Bringing Happiness) by the eleventh-century scholar Yusuf Khos 
Khadjib. 
 
Consultation 
The owner and custodian were consulted concerning the training or retraining of 
specialists in the field of conservation of documentary heritage and launching 
joint preservation/conservation projects. 
 
Independent institutions and experts: 
1. Mr Muzaffar M. Khayrullaev, Director, Academy of Sciences of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan, Al Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies Tel: (7+3712) 62.54.61 
 



2. Mr Aziz P. Kayumov, Director of Institute of Subscripts, Academy of Sciences 
of The Republic of Uzbekistan  
Tel: (7+3712) 44.01.71/44.13.77/67.05.42 
 
3. Mr Makhmud Khasanov, Head of the Collection Fund, Academy of Sciences of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan, Al Biruni Institute of Oriental Studies  
Tel: (7+3712) 62.54.61 
 
Nominator 
Name: The Academy of the Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Al-Biruni 
Institute of Oriental Studies 
 
Relationship to documentary heritage: Custodian 
 
Contact person: Mr. Alisher Ikramov Secretary-General, National Commission 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan for UNESCO 
 
Contact details: 54, Buyuk Ipak Yuli street, Tashkent, 700137, Uzbekistan  
Tel: (7+3712) 67.05.42/67.05.46/67.05.49/67.05.61  
Fax: (7+3712) 67.05.38  
E-mail: UNESCO@natcom.org.uz 
 
Assessment of Risk 
Environmental conditions: The main problem is the lack of special storing 
conditions, in particular, temperature and humidity control and lighting systems in 
the library are insufficient. 
 
Physical conditions: Little information available. Some conservation needed. 
 
Preservation budget: The Institute of Oriental Studies is responsible for 
conservation. 
However, due to the economic problems of the transitional period, there is as yet 
no definite budgetary allocation for the preservation of the collection. 
 
Extent and nature of use: The manuscripts are in great demand, both by local 
and foreign researchers. Access is fairly easy to obtain, except in the case of 
manuscripts of unique value and of those which have not yet been catalogued. 
 
Preservation Assessment 
Present physical state: Varies from manuscript to manuscript. However a 
number of manuscripts need urgent attention. 
 
History of preservation: In recent years two pages of Microfilms exist of 5,000 
of the manuscripts. Recently computers have been purchased but are not yet in 
use. 
 



Persons responsible for preservation: 
Mr. Makhmud Khasanov, Head of the Institute library. 
Mr. Shomakhmud Mukhammadjonov, Fellow. 
Mr. Marufjon Salimov, Fellow. 
 


