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United Arab Emirates Statement
209t Session of the UNESCO Executive Board
July 2, 2020

Madame Director-General of UNESCO,
Mr. Chairman of the Executive Board,

Fellow members of the Executive Board,

May peace, mercy and blessings of God be upon you.

The Permanent Delegation of the United Arab Emirates wishes to express its condolences to
our dear colleagues of the Permanent Delegation of the Sultanate of Oman on the passing of
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, and our sincere condolences to the Republic of Burundi

on the passing of President Pierre Nkurunziza.

We also wish to express our support of the statement to be delivered by the Ambassador of the

Arab Republic of Egypt, as Vice-Chair of the Executive Board, on behalf of the Arab Group.

At the outset, we would like to express the United Arab Emirates’ appreciation for the efforts
made by UNESCO to achieve its strategic goals in the fields of education, science and culture.
We also thank the Secretariat for the Reports under items 4 and 5 that provide a broad view of
UNESCO's work.

The United Arab Emirates welcomes the updated Resource Mobilization Strategy and
UNESCO’s roadmap for engagement with the private sector. We commend the plans to
develop a clear and focused narrative of UNESCO’s contribution to the SDGs and to simplify
the process for voluntary funding, both of which will positively impact resource mobilization

efforts.
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The United Arab Emirates commends and supports UNESCQO’s important work on the Futures
of Education Initiative and emphasizes the importance the Small Island Developing States

Action Plan,

We support such systematic approaches by UNESCO, and we hope that there will be impact

and efficiency in these efforts with tangible results for SIDs.

Mr. Chairperson,

Last year the United Arab Emirates tried to establish a new strategy for its partnership with
UNESCO, we asked the Secretariat to provide us with one document that captures all of
UNESCO’s programs and initiatives, the Secretariat was unable to provide us with that
document. Therefore, we proceeded to write and meet with sectors individually and asked them
to give us a comprehensive list of each sector’s programs and initiatives, who provided us with
an overview of information. As such, we agree with Member States that called on UNESCO to

continue to realign its efforts and focus priorities to better serve Member States.

The United Arab Emirates deeply appreciates the Secretariat’s transparency in the reports
submitted to Members of the Executive Board. In this regard, we wish to highlight the need for
information to be presented clearly for Member States to be able to make effective decisions.
We would also like to raise the importance of improving the preparation of UNESCO reports
to include detailed tables for each sector, with each program listed, each member state
benefitting from that program explicitly mentioned, alongside the level of satisfaction and

impact of that program to the Member States.

We suggest embedding financial information in the report so that it can be clear the amount of
resources spent to accomplish the goal and achieve the impact. In general, there is a need for
concrete, measurable Expected Results. This should be given due attention for the future
Programme and Budget.
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The Strategic Results Report aims to assist in the preparation of the future Medium-Term
Strategy. In addition, it is vital to clearly understand the impact of covid-19 on the work of the
Organization. We kindly request the Director General’s support to present to the 210th Session
of the Executive Board a comprehensive report detailing the full implications of the COVID-

19 crisis, which incorporates information on the future financial risks.

The United Arab Emirates commends and fully supports the efforts to update the strategy for
UNESCO’s field presence, including steps to ensure coherence and consistency between
headquarters and field presence in order to enhance efficiency and impact on the ground. The
United Arab Emirates is hopeful that the Field Network Reform, the Resource Mobilization
Strategy, and the efforts under the Strategic Transformation will ameliorate the challenges

faced by field offices.

The United Arab Emirates thanks the Secretariat for its efforts to ensure equitable geographical
distribution of UNESCO’s staff. We would like to stress the importance that both meritocracy
and inclusive representation are reflected in UNESCO’s staff demographics by increasing its
reach to a larger pool of candidates from non- and under-represented Member States.

We commend UNESCQ’s efforts in cooperation with other UN Entities and other International
Organizations to enhance global efforts. We also stress the importance of avoiding duplication
with other UN agencies as human and financial resources are limited and the important
mandate of the Organization requires focus in order to efficiently and effectively provide

service to Member States.

Mr. Chairperson,

We make note of the United Nations' General Assembly declaration of 2021 as the International
Year of Creative Economy for Sustainable Development and encourage UNESCO and its
partners to bolster efforts to support the cultural and creative industries in preparation for the

coming year. We appreciate the efforts of the Culture Sector in promoting the creative economy
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and elevating the discussions to more sustainable directions. We also commend their efforts in

developing cultural indicators and the Culture 2030 project.

Finally, we thank UNESCO and the Executive Board for their tremendous efforts in the period
2016-2020. We reiterate our readiness to work with everyone to make UNESCO a more
effective and influential organization in achieving its strategic goals and serving different

groups in the fields of education, culture and science.
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