
#CommitToEducation #HLPF2019

The world is off track in achieving the  
global education goal, SDG 4.  
We are entering the last decade of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development but the world is very behind on 
its education commitments. Please help us raise a warning 
flag about slow progress and the solutions countries should 
prioritise. With too many solutions, we risk losing focus on  
how countries should proceed. 

We hope these are common messages that all partners can use. Each can 
highlight a specific policy focus within Message 3 most relevant to their  
own areas of work while still keeping to the central message.   

One page on each of these key messages is below for further information. 

1. If we do not achieve the education goal, the other global goals will not  
be achieved either. 

2. But a third of the way to the 2030 deadline, the first ever projections  
show that the world is off track to meet its education commitments.  
In 2030, when all children should be in school, one in six aged 6–17 will  
still be excluded. Many children are still dropping out too: by 2030, four  
in ten young people will still not be completing secondary education. 

3. Countries must #CommitToEducation to get back on track: 

a. Countries must ensure that their education plans match their commitments

i. SDG 4 is about much more than children going to school. Education 
policies must look beyond averages to inclusion, beyond access  
to learning, beyond basics to content that leads to sustainable  
development and beyond schooling to lifelong learning. 

ii. They must produce better data to target policies and resources.  
Yet today, countries are producing less than half of the data needed 
to monitor progress towards SDG 4.

b. Greater investment is needed to achieve the goal and monitor  
countries’ progress.

i. There is an annual finance gap of $39 billion to meet the goal, but aid 
to education has stagnated since 2010.   

NEW PUBLICATIONS

BEYOND 
COMMITMENTS

H O W  C O U N T R I E S  I M P L E M E N T  S D G  4

By the Global Education Monitoring 
(GEM) Report under the auspices of 
the SDG – Education 2030 Steering 
Committee

Download 

By the UNESCO Institute for  
Statistics (UIS) and the Global  
Education Monitoring (GEM) Report

Download 

Please call on your country to #CommitToEducation on social media.

Please use these messages in your events, blogs and media in the run up 
to the SDG Summit at the UN General Assembly this September. 

Invite your networks to take part. 

How to take part

https://Bit.ly/hlpf2019
https://bit.ly/meetingcommitments2019
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Achieving universal primary and secondary  
education attainment would help lift more than 
420 million out of poverty, thus reducing the  
number of poor worldwide by more than half Source

If all women completed primary education, 
1.7 million fewer children would be affected by 
stunting. This would rise to 11.9 million if all  
women completed secondary education Source

Farm output needs to rise by at least 70% by 2050.  
Field schools and further education help farmers increase 
productivity by 12% and net revenue by 19% Source

3 million children’s lives would be saved every year 
and maternal deaths would be cut by two-thirds  
if all women in low and lower middle-income 
countries completed secondary education Source

In the DRC, where 20% of the world’s malaria-related deaths 
occur, a household is 75% more likely to use bed nets if the 
head of the family has completed primary education Source

73% of literate young women in Nigeria knew where to  
get an HIV test, compared with 36% of those who were 
illiterate Source

More than 20% of illiterate girls in sub-Saharan 
Africa are married by the age of 15. Only 4% of 
literate girls in the same region are married by  
this age Source

In Ghana, among those with no education, men earn 57% 
more than women. This gap shrinks to 24% among those with 
primary education and 16% with secondary education Source

In urban India, a household where the most edu-
cated adult had completed secondary education 
were 22% more likely to purify water Source

If the world were to achieve universal upper  
secondary completion by 2030, income per capita 
would likely increase by 75% until 2050 Source

On average, one year of education is associated with a  
10% increase in wage earnings Source

Each extra year of education is associated with  
a reduction of the Gini coefficient (a measure of  
income inequality) of 1.4 percentage points Source

In France, Malaysia and Brazil, income inequality fell  
by approximately 7% over two decades as the share of  
population with secondary education grew Source

The higher a person’s level of education, the 
more likely they are to express concern for the 
environment Source

A survey of farmers in Africa revealed that those 
with an education were more likely to make at 
least one adaptation to the consequences of 
climate change Source 

People with more education are more likely to 
have signed a petition, given money or taken  
part in a protest or demonstration, in relation  
to the environment Source

In 106 countries, people with higher levels  
of education were more likely to engage in  
non-violent protests Source

In 102 countries, adults with a tertiary education were  
60% more likely to request information from the government 
than those with a primary education or less Source

If we do not achieve the education 
goal, the other global goals will not 
be achieved either. 

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000250392
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230508/PDF/230508eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000245752_eng
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002256/225660e.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230508/PDF/230508eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000225660_eng
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002256/225660e.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002256/225660e.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230508/PDF/230508eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000246230_eng
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230508/PDF/230508eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000223115/PDF/223115eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230508/PDF/230508eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000225654
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230508/PDF/230508eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000230508/PDF/230508eng.pdf.multi
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000245752
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000245752
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Despite the goal calling for every child to  
complete 12 years of quality education, on  
current trends, by 2030 there will still be:

…Almost one in six children, adolescents and youth out 
of school.

…Four in ten not completing secondary school.

Despite a huge emphasis on the need to  
“leave no one behind”:

…Only 4% of the poorest complete upper secondary 
school in low-income countries, falling to 2% among  
the poorest girls, compared to 36% of the richest. 

Despite the new goal calling on countries to  
ensure children are not just going to school,  
but also learning:

…The proportion of trained teachers has been falling  
in sub-Saharan Africa since 2000 because schools are 
hiring contract teachers without qualifications to cover 
gaps at lower cost.

…Based on current trends, learning rates are expected to 
stagnate in middle-income countries and drop by almost 
one-third in Francophone African countries by 2030.

…While literacy rates are growing steadily across the 
globe, by 2030, around 20% of youth and 30% of adults 
will still not be able to read in low-income countries.

Target 4.1 (universal primary and secondary education): 
More than 220 million children, adolescents and youth  
will still be out of school in 2030

Target 4.1 (completion): Only 93% of children will be  
finishing primary school in 2030

Target 4.1 (learning): The world will approach the  
learning target only if progress equals the rate of the  
best-performing countries

Target 4.2 (Early childhood): The share of children a year 
younger than the primary school entry age who attend 
organized learning will be 82% in 2030 

Target 4.3 (Technical, vocational, tertiary and adult 
education): The tertiary enrollment ratio in middle-income 
countries is projected to reach 52% by 2030

Target 4.4 (Skills for work): Many more are learning ICT 
skills in high-income than in middle-income countries

Target 4.5 (Equity): In low-income countries, for every 100 
in the richest quintile, 44 children in the poorest quintile 
complete primary school

Target 4.6 (Adult literacy and numeracy): Literacy rates  
are growing steadily across the globe but 750 million adults 
still cannot read 

Target 4.a (Education facilities and learning environments): 
Four in ten upper secondary schools in low-income 
countries have no sanitation

Target 4.b (Scholarships): The volume of aid for scholarships 
has remained constant at about US$1.3 billion

Target 4.c (Teachers): In sub-Saharan Africa, only 64% of 
primary and 50% of secondary school teachers are trained

The world is off track 
to meet its education 
commitments by 2030

Source

https://bit.ly/meetingcommitments2019
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They should focus on six key policy areas: 

Beyond averages: equity and inclusion

1. Inclusive education should encompass all learners  
and not just a single group. 

2. Education and social assistance policies should be  
designed jointly.

3. Ministries of education must monitor disparity to  
elaborate inclusion policies. 

Beyond access: quality and learning

1. Countries are increasingly developing national  
assessment systems that analyse trends over time.

2. Selective participation in cross-national assessments  
is a valuable complementary tool to develop capacity  
and benchmark a national system.

3. Information from national monitoring frameworks 
should be used to inform curriculum, textbook and  
teacher development and drive policy evaluation.

Beyond basics: content fit for sustainable development

1. Curricula are being updated to promote sustainable 
development, human rights, gender equality, a culture  
of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and  
cultural diversity.

2. Curriculum development needs to be participatory  
to encourage national ownership 

3. Curricula, teacher preparation and assessment need  
to be aligned.

Beyond schooling: lifelong learning

1. All countries need to define their response to their  
commitment to provide ‘lifelong learning opportunities 
for all’. 

2. A continuum of approaches is needed to link formal  
and non-formal education opportunities.

3. The least educated should be prioritized to receive  
further education opportunities.

Beyond education: cross-sector collaboration

1. Ministries of education need to engage in stronger  
partnerships with other sectors that extend beyond  
planning to implementation to achieve SDG 4. 

2. Partnerships should not be limited to other  
ministries but also include other government tiers, 
non-government organisations and the private sector

3. Education ministries should actively remove  
administrative hurdles that stand in the way of  
multisectoral partnerships. 

Beyond countries: regional and global collaboration

1. Regional organisations need to have clear education 
agendas, align them to SDG 4, monitor commitments 
and develop environments conducive to policy dialogue. 

2. Governments should seek opportunities for peer learning. 

3. Peer networks for education are global public goods 
whose coordination and communication functions 
need to be properly funded. 

To get back on track,  
countries must ensure  
that their education plans 
match their commitments.  Source

https://Bit.ly/hlpf2019
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Greater investment is needed to  
achieve the education goal and monitor 
countries’ progress.

DONORS: There is an annual finance gap of $39 billion to meet the goal, but aid to 
education has stagnated since 2010.   

COUNTRIES: One in four countries spend below the two minimum finance bench-
marks committed to in 2015 (at least 4% of GDP and 15% of their budgets on education)

DATA: There is a shortfall of US$132 million per year to monitor SDG 4 adequately and 
effectively. Because of a lack of investment in data:

• Currently, fewer than half of countries are able to report data needed to produce key SDG 4 indicators,
including learning outcomes in primary and secondary education. Source

• Information on public expenditure on education is only available with a considerable time lag. Source

• Data on how many teachers are trained is very hard to compare across countries. Source

• The benefits of data far outweigh the costs. In return for an annual investment of US$1.4 million
per year on education data, the average country could save US$143 million per year in the running
costs of its education data. Source

Please call on your country to #CommitToEducation on social media. 

Please use these messages in your events, blogs and media in the run up 
to the SDG Summit at the UN General Assembly this September. 

Invite your networks to take part.
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