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CHAPTER 294

PUBLIC LIBRARY ACT

Arrangemen t of sections

1. Short (itle.
2. Intcrpl c..:1 alia n.
3. Administrative control.
4. Maintenance of library services, ete.
5. Appointment of Librarian, ete.
6. Library Committee.
7. Meetings of Committee, le.

~. Functions of Committee. d
9. Ownership and maintenance of building and groun s.

10. Financial matters.
11. Recovery of penalties and fines.
12. Books, etc; to be property of Government.
13.' Regulations.

AN ACT to re-organise the Free Public Library and. to
provide for an efficient public library service throughout Samt
Vincent and the Grenadines.,

Commencement: 20th June 1950

WHEREAS. nUL of the funds gtOllerously given to the Kingstown
-Board by Andrew Carnegie of Skibo Castle in Sculland for the
erection ora bUilding for the purposes ofa Free Public Library,

bUil~ing has been erected by the said Board upon land
belongmg to the said Board, being a part of Lot umber one
hundred alHI Ihineen situate ill the town of [(in~stown and
bounded 011 "ie side thereof' ;I~ Granby Stre I. .llld on each

l;he LW? Ulltl'l sides by a bratl '11 uf th.e Kingslu\\'ll South River
Ich said land is described in an indenture dated the 30th day

"_d"W"~"" Augu.st, 19.(ll, ~nd registered on the 3rd Decem ber, 1908, in
e Reglslt) III Libel' Z, volullIe 5, page 291, anu expressed to

rfi!Jl!~.emadebetween Charles Lawrence Phills of the first part, Arnott
~:.Mn"..".,~~t(:ntley SPC:lll'C of the second p:l n, El iza Jul ia Ki rb)" of the third

•..,ry...:.... ·rt and till.: Kingstown Board or the fourth part:
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SIIIIl'l Title.

ItlllTpn.:t
;11 illl1.

Cap. 253,

:\dlllinislr.l·
li\l: cOlHrol.

J\lainlc:nancc
nr lihr.lf"y
sl-f""ic<'s. ctc,

AppllintlllCrll
ul l.ihrarian,
l:1C.

1.1111.11 \

COIl1lll"i II cc.

AND WHEREAS a Free Public Library was established and
maintained in the said building under and hy virtue of the
Library Act:

AND WHEREAS it is collsidered expediclIl to re-organise th
said Free l'ub~ic Library to make provision for the establish:
ment and mallltenance of an efficient public library service
throughout Saint Vincen t and the Grenadines,

I. This Act may be cited as the Public Library Act.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires
"Board" means the Kingstown Board established by the

Kingstown Board Act,
"chairman" ~eans the' chairman of the Library CJm-

J1llltee estabhshed under this Act; ,
"Committee" means the Library COJ1l mittee establisheil

in accordance with section 6' "
"Library" means the Free PUbiic LibrJr}' established,in

the building erected on the lands of the Board s
described in the preamble to this Act out of funOs
provided by Andrew Carnegie for that purpose,

3. The Library shall be
the Government.

4. The Governor-General may, out of such funds as mayl~e
available to him for that purpose, reorganise and maintain t1ie
library services at present rendered by the Libr"ry, and in addi
tIOn ma}' establish and maintain such other library services in
Saint Vincent and the Gren"dines as in his opinion are desirable
III order to furnish the provision of an efficient public Iibra
servIce thrnughout Saint \'incent and the Crenadines. '

3 The Governor-General may appoint a member of the
() b deputy chairman, and, III the absence of the chall-

Board to e, " I' 'I
the deputy chalflnan shall act III liS steac, ,

man
'4 The Committee may request persons with expert
(1)d T 'lnd experience tu attend Its meeungs lor the purpose

know ~ !5
e
g, the Committee in its deliberations,

of aSSIS tlll f I C ' I I1(5) The period of sen'ice of members 0 t le ommlttee s la
but any member shall be ehglble for re-appollltmemlie tWO years ,

(olthe COllllnlttee, , 'h' b'
r (6) All\' member of tlH' Committee mav resign IS seat )

J dd 'e'ssed to the Go\'ernor-General, and the GovernOl-
euer a"d'b I'General may at any time revoke any appointment ma e y lIm,

I (7) All resignations and appollltments made or revoked shall
e published in the Gazette, ,

(8) All}' member of the CommIttee who has not, on the 31s1
ecember ill any year, attended at le~st one-thll'd of the meemlgs
fthe Committee during the precedlllg twelve months or dunng
IS enure of office in such months, shall be considered to have
cat~d his seat on the Committee unless he has been absent
wi~'g to ill-health or with the leave of the Governor~General.

(9) In case of the absence on leave or oWlllg to Ill-health
ahy member of the Committee, the Governor-General or the
'a p, as the case may be, may appoint another person to act
his stead during such absence, ,
'AID) No act or proceeding of the Committee shall be
Hillated or questioned on account of any vacancy amongthe

mbers of such Committee or of any defect III the appolllt-
"e t of a member.

'Y(ll) Should a vacanc}' occur among the lllember~ of the
mmiuee through death, resignation or otherWIse, the
vernor-General or the lluard as the case nlay be, may appolnlJ ,

other person to fill the "acancy so crealcd,

I (I) TI Cl' Y be ~kcti"gs of:c. le omminee nlay meet at sue,l linlC as ma CUllllllil1cc,

tf\!";~,n~"e,,e,essaryOr expedient for transacting its busllless, but shall meet c'e.
a least once in every three months, , '

(2) The chairman mav at an}' time summon a meetlng of
the COllllllillec, and on;t 1"'!lIisition by an" :lJr~c members. Ill"
hall S~II'''Il'n a meeting, Such requisition sll:dl state the obJe'-l

-wlllch the meeting is recluired to be summoned, ,
. (3) Decisions of the Committee may be taken at meetlllgs
In cases in which the c1,,,irman shan so direct. by the recording
~e o~inions of members on papers circulated among them,
/!chatnnan may direct Ihat papers shall not be CIrculated to
Ymenlber who through illlless, absence from Saint Vince,"
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Ownership
and main
tenance of
h\lilcJil1/; and
grounds.

and the Grenadines or othenvise is, in the opinion of the chair_
man, incapacitated from voting on such papers.

(4) The quorum of the Committee at any meeting, Or for
the purpose of voting on papers circulated, shall be three.

(5) Decisions of the Committee shall be taken by a majority
of votes. In any case in which the voting is equal, the chairman
shall have a second or casting vote,

(6) The Librarian. or in his absence any other person
appointed under section 5, shall be the secretary of the Com.
mittee and shall attend the meetings of the Committee and may,
speak thereat but shall have no vote,

(7) The secretary of the Committee shall keep a true aCCOunt
of the proceedings of all meetings of the Committee and shall
record the same in a minute book kept for that purpose.

8. The functions of the Committee shall be-
(a) to advise the Governor-General on any such mattcrs

which concern the Library or public library servic~s
as the Governor-General may include within 'itS
scope;

(b) to submit its views on i:my matters of general interest
in regard to the Library or public library service
to .which, in its opinion, the attention of the.
Governor-General should be drawn;

(c) to assist the Governor-General in the framing of
regulatio ns;

(d) to undertake such executive duties in connection
with ~he Librall' and the public library services as
the Governor-General may impose, either indefi
nitely or for a stated period;

(l') to enter, with the approval of UIC Governor-General,
into mutual arrangements with other librarieS
within or without Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
for the purpose of furthering the provisions of:an
efficient public library sen1ice throughout Samt
Vincent and [he Grenadines.

9. (1) The building and land mentioned in the preamble. to
this Act shall be and remain the property .of the Board which
shall COIltinue to be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep
thereof.

(2) The bUilding and land shall not bc used for any purpo:e
other than for purposes connected with the Library and publIc
library services:

- •••••• - J

Provided that the Board may permit t.hc buil.ding an~ land
Ised for any purpose which is not Illconslsten.t w!th or

"to b~ l I the interests of the Library or publtc ltbrall'
detr!mcntad to on such terms and conditions as the Board shallservIces an ~p

think fit.

. A Financial10. The expenses of carrying out the provisions of thiS ct matters.

be oefrayed out of- .. _ ,
t) such moneys as may from time to time be apIJ! 0-

1I riated for the purpose by Parliament out of the
~eneral revenue of Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines; .

(b) 'fts grants and bequests made or gIven to thegt , .. e
Library from any pubhc or private sourc .

. d b I tions shall Recovery of11 (1) All penalties'and fines Impose y regu a '. C I penalties
• bl 'n the manner provided by the Cnmll1a and lines.

t} recovera e I . . d d Cap 125
ocedure Code and proceedings may be II1stltute. an con- . .

aucted by the Librarian or by any person. authonsed b~ the
Committee either generally or for a~y l?artlcula~ proceedll1gs,

(2) All fines, penalties and sUbscnp~lO.ns receIved un~er the
rovisions of any regulations shall be paId II1tO the Consohdated
undo

2. All books, period icals, furniture and other movable ~oo~~, etc;

ropeny belonging to the Library at the 20th June, 1950, shall property of
Government.ecome the property of the Government.

I . h C 11 j nce Regulations.13. The Governor-General, afte.r consu tll1g t e oml ,
may make regulations-

(a) governing tllc use .by ,any pel·s.llll or body of l?ersul~s
of the library faCIlitIes prOVided under t~IS A~t,

(b) prescribing the duties and powers of the Llbranan
and other officers and servants appointed under
this Act;

(c) for the g()\'crnment and good management of Ihe
library sCI'\'iccs; and . , .

(d) generally for carrying out the purposes of thiS (\cl.
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Commencement: 25th July 1950

PUJ3l;.•I'q LIBRARY R;EGULATIONS. .

- ---_.- -_ •. -- J

[Booklet 1]

.... Ari'angemeilt of" regulations
1,..l • • • ~.

"'- 11 •

. 'Interpretation. In these Regulations-
"book" tmeans any book, periodical, newspaper,
·pam'phle~Jpicture, print, pbotograph, map, 'c~art, plan
or 'ffi,!nuscript, or any other a'rticle of a like Iiature
fO~,iffgpartof the contents ofa library operated under
these egulations' - 1 '.'

'b~c>~-?n".mean~ a van used for the purposes of a
}~velhng library operated as a branch of the Library;
Ll~rari~il" includes any person appointed to act and
ctmg as Librarian;
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[Booklet 1]

( 8. Conditions of issue and use. of books. The time allowed
a'member of the Library for readmg books shall, unles~ other-
\\"se notified, be fourteen days from the date of borrowmg: but
~~e time may be extended for two successive periods of four-
teen days each on noti~e bei?g given, .personally or by telephor:e
.or'lin writiIi'g, to the LIbranan, provided that any s~~hbook IS
not requested by another member. !"- memb~r detammg books
-eyond the time allowed shall be ha ble to a ~ne. of five cents
er week,or part of a week for eac~ bo~k so detamed. N~ memb.er
ay 'gorrow a boo.k from any lendI?g hb~I)'unless duly ~uthons-

Cl '* th~ .Libranan or, one;.of.hlS_,asslstants. ',;~ -' ' .. : 1

.. ~~"" • J . " - ". ~ _ ~ I.. • : " I i , I. r. • I •

9. Rightsrof -registered membe'rs. Registere~ rirem~ers .shall
ave a ri$.ht. pf access to that .p'a~~ of ~ny preml_se~ WhICh IS set
at. or.4lie· purposes of a len~mg lIbrary..N.o 9t~er memb~r
tlielpubliC' sh~ll have, such nght but the L~b.ranan may, 10

IS discretion;;permit the agent'or ~ervantof a regtstqed member
ccess to tpe said part of any ·such premises for the 'purpose of
anging books for such member.

f ~1u t 1 ~-..

1'0. ArtiCles brought into library. Every person 'shall, if so
reHuest~Q,'byany officer or servant of the Library; leave all hand

ags, 45 sk'ets' or similar articles which he is carrying, at the
·ou er before entering the said part of any such premises.

J tJ . , . '

.... ,..'

6. Borrowing of books. Books may be borrowed for hOlij
reading by-

(a) all bona fide residents of Saint Vincent and ill
Grenadines on affixing their signatures to a registJ1l
tion form by which they undertake to read and abi
by the rules of the Library;

(b) visitors, on payment of a returnable deposit of;ti,v
dollars;

(c) other persons, at the discretion of the Libraria

"library" includes the Library, a lending library, reference
library, travelling library and reading room;

"library premises " includes every room, office, passage
staircase, entrance and exit occupied together as on~

s.et of pre~!s.es and used for the purposes of affording
hbrary faclltles to members of the public.

, " r
3. Library services. For the purposes of the ,Act there shal

be established such reference libraries, lending .libraries
(including travelling libraries).~I!dreading ropm~.fo~fd.uJts, an
such lending l!braries (inclu,ding travelling librar~est~~d.~eaC{~n
rooms for chIldren as the Governor-General, .with .the adv'c
of the Committee, shall determi~e. " --' ;~\:~',~ ~ .'

r:iJ ' "I:(Ji !:f tilt I

4. Responsibility of Librarian. The Librarian shall have (ill
general charge of all libraries established and maintained unde
the Act and shall be reponsible for the safekeeping of the bob
and property acquired for the=purpose of.efficiently carryin
on the library services.

- ------ ------J

7. Tickets of membership. Applications fqr: ,tickets a
membership of the Library shall be made on forms provid
for the purpose by the Librarian, and an applicant shall
deemed,to have consented to be bound by the provisions ofth~
RegulatIOns on signing a form. Tickets of membership shall nO

be transferable and the loss of a ticket of membership, or ill
change of address of a member, shall forthwith be notified 6
the member concerned to ,- ~ Librarian.

5. Hours of business. The, Committee shall fix the days an
hours on which library facilities'shall be available to membe
of the public, and notices indicating such days and 'hours s a

J be displayed in the respective departments and branches of, .
Library.

[Booklet 1]
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rUU£Lt- l.AUI INI.J

Offences and penalties. Any person ,vho-
(a) engages in audible conversation in any part of any

library premises after having been requested not
to do so by an officer' or servant of the library;
wilfully obstructs any officer or servant of the library
in the execution of his duty, or wilfully disturbs,
interrupts or annoys any person in the pro'per use
of a library;
causes or allows any dog or other animal belong
ing to him or under his control to enter or remain
on any library premises, or brings into any part
of any library premises a bicycle or other wheeled
vehicle or conveyance;
enters or remains in any part of library premises
!I0t set apart for the use of the public, unless he
IS ~n officer- or servant of the library or has the
permission of an officer or scrvant of the library
to do so;
smok~s, or strikes a light in any part of any library
premises;
carelessly or negligently soils, tears, cuts, defaces,
damages, injurcs or destroys all . book forming p;trt
of the stock of a library;
affIxes or posts any bill, placard or notice to or
upon any part of library premises, unless he is a
duly authorised officer or servant of the library;
enters a~y library premises if he be offensively

__ .~.~.",un.....,."c1~n In person or dress, or suffering from an
~ffenslve, contagious or infectious diseases;
les on any bench, chair, table or floor of a library;
artakes of refreshment on library premises;

[Booklet 1]

(2) Any person who is convicted of an 'offence against these
atfons, or persistently misconducts himself in a library, shall

iable.at the discretion of the Committee to ·be forbidden
e . e and privileges of the library during such time as the Com-

:ee shall decide. I .' - .. , •

3) ,Any, person who has been requested to leave a library
er the provisions of subregulation (1) shall not be entitled
n'cr.the library.again on the same day without the permis

~ .t1J.~iperson in charge of theJibrary. Any person who so
te~lt)Ie Jibnrry without the.;permission of .the. p~I;son in

rge thereof, is guilty of an offence and liable in .like·inanner
e fine specified in regulation 20.

Public LibraryCAP. 294]

i . . _'}:-j,.,~, -I ft' :rn J r~~ ..

. 16. NewspaperS and peri~dicals.,No newspape~orperiiidi
shall be takell10uf of any ·sucb: reading rooms 'or~be r~tfin

for use..longer ~an ten minutes, after it is required. 11
Librari?n UT ,any of his assistants, .

17. Use of children's libraries. (1) Children's lending libra
a~d reading TOorpS shall be lr~s to boys an!1 girls of sue a
a~ !be Co~itte~ may decide. AppJJca~on for ti,*~~ .fme
ship of ch~I~r:~I}'s libraries must,be1made on formsJf~.r Yi e
the purpose by the Librarian, and each applicant~~~be '1'
mended in writing on the form by the child's parent or~
or school teacher who shall guarantee thereon to make g
any damage or loss and to pay'~ny fines imposed on'tlie di
under regulation 8 in respect of any book borrowed oy

(2) The proVisions of regulations 8, 9, 1-1 and}2 shall
in respect of children and children's libraries as tp~l: aRp,1
respect of adults and adult's lending libraries.

18. Local advisory committees. The Committee p1~y.app
local committees to advise and assist ir in the ad!I¥Ols~ra
and managemef!.t of its branch.libraries. and may 'dc:,terr9~ne ~
terms and conditions of appointment to such cOIJW}1 ees as
as the number of their members. .

19. Expuision from the Lib~. (1) Any persdn:wno in
opinion of the.Librarian, or in the opinion of~ny'o e j
in charge of a library at the time, is guilty ofmlScon~e\
library ~ay be required by the Librarian or oth~r ~ ce
in charge of the library to lve the library, and ~
do so, may be removed therefrom.

J

[Booklet 1]

: 13. Use of reference libraries. Any person over the age 0

fourteen, and w.ith the permission .of the Librarian any perso
under that age,. may use a reference library. Members' tieJc
shall not .be reguired for -referenc~ libraries. .' '..

i,. I -'; c. . ... .
.' 14. Permission to remove books from reference libraries.
book shall bel taken out of'a reference library; without t1i
permission of th~ -p!Jrarian. Except with the permission of
Librarian,.-~o··person shall,use.aD:Y link in 'a, reference':1ib

.t .. . HJ:..I1-. :».Il! r I I... :. ;,.,.1 '_ ...- I. •

15. Use of adults'·reading rooms; I oNo person under fo
shall use any reading room' set, apart for adults excep
permission .of.~th~{Librarian ,q.r· .Qn,e of his assis~Jl!:§. .

6
DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (if any), UNESCO does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on 

this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may be used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO). 

 



J

[Booklet 1.]

(11) gives a false name or addr~ss for the purpo~

entering any library premIses or obtainin
privilege to which a member of the Iibra
entitled;

(l) makes a tracing of any portion of a book wi
the permission of the Librarian or one 0
assistants; or ' i

(m) takes any book from any lending library unles
authorised by the Librarian or one of his ass·

is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine of two hundre
fifty dollars. "'.

LAWS OF SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

REVISED EDITION 1990

CHAPTER 295

PUBLIC TELEPHONES ACT

Act(O) 1 of 1969
amended by

*Act 3 of 1978
*S.R.O. 38 of 1980

*Act 20 of 1987

rinted and published with the authority of the
Vernment of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
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