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Concept Note 

The right to quality education for learners with disabilities 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
International Webinar  
 

The event is co-hosted by UNESCO and Humanity & Inclusion (HI), on the occasion of the 2021 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities (3 December)  

Date and time  

Thursday, 9 December 2021 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (CET) 

 

9 December 2021  
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The right to quality education for  
learners with disabilities: 

What makes a learning environment inclusive? 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-of-persons-with-disabilities
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Background   
Education is a fundamental human right that underpins the Education 2030 Agenda, by which 
countries pledged to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and to promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all.”  Yet, we are a long way from ensuring that all people, 
irrespective of their sex, age, race or ethnicity, ability, location, or other social characteristics, 
have equal rights to access and benefit from quality education. If we want to meet the targets 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the effective implementation of inclusive 
educational policies and programmes should be considered as a high priority.  
 
Persons with disabilities are among those who are at greatest risk of being left behind in 
education and in society. They face considerable barriers to take part in quality education and 
training. Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed and deepened pre-existing 
inequalities in education that has impacted vulnerable and marginalized learners the hardest. 
At the peak of the pandemic, UNESCO stated that over 1.6 billion learners in more than 190 
countries were out of school. 
 
An inclusive learning environment is the most effective means to combat discriminatory 
attitudes and gender-based discrimination, to create welcoming communities, to build an 
inclusive society and to achieve education for all. 
 
 “The most important step that helped me feel included in school was to place me in the same 
learning environment as my more able colleagues. I was welcomed along everyone else” 
(former student from the Democratic Republic of Congo). This quote found in the 2020 
UNESCO Global Education Monitoring Report on Inclusion and education reiterates the 
importance of inclusive learning settings as a powerful means to combat continued exclusion 
and inequitable educational provision experienced by children with disabilities.  
 

Purpose of the webinar 
The purpose of the webinar is to explore what makes a learning environment inclusive by: 

 Shedding light on some of the challenges faced by learners with disabilities to access 

quality education during the COVID-19 pandemic  

 Exposing lessons learnt and good practices to ensure the continuity of inclusive quality 

learning during COVID-19 school closures. 

 Showcasing policies and practices that successfully included children with disabilities 

into mainstream schools.  

The webinar will provide a platform to share experiences and best practices, and to discuss 
policies and practices that support an inclusive learning environment. It will include a focus on 
approaches used during the COVID-19 pandemic, which are inclusive, safe, physically 
accessible and promote well-being.   
 

Target audiences 
The webinar will bring together a range of key stakeholders who are drivers of change to foster 
inclusive learning environments. They include ministry of education staff, education 
practitioners and educators; researchers and experts; bilateral, multilateral and other 

https://en.unesco.org/news/covid-19-learning-disruption-recovery-snapshot-unescos-work-education-2020
https://en.unesco.org/news/covid-19-learning-disruption-recovery-snapshot-unescos-work-education-2020
https://en.unesco.org/gem-report/report/2020/inclusion
https://en.unesco.org/gem-report/report/2020/inclusion
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development partners; private sector stakeholders; representatives of youth organizations; 
representatives of organizations of persons with disabilities; youth/learners with disabilities; 
representatives of parents and teachers; and representatives of inter-governmental and non-
governmental organizations supporting inclusive education.  
 

Technical platform and interpretation 
The virtual webinar will take place on the Zoom platform and will be available in English, 
French, Spanish and International sign language.  
 

Programme 
The programme will explore the following themes:  
 

Supporting teachers to build inclusive schools 

 How can teachers and school staff be best supported to help them foster inclusion and 

equitable education for all learners? 

 Which pedagogies ensure the rights and needs of learners with disabilities? 

 Are the policy frameworks and organizational design and systems enough to ensure 

that the rights and needs of learners with disabilities are taken into account? 

Ensuring an inclusive and safe learning environment 

 How can we build accessible, friendly, caring, supportive and safe classrooms which are 

free of bullying and violence?  

 What needs to be done to ensure the availability of inclusive and accessible materials? 

 How can we work with other services to ensure that learners with disabilities are able 

to access an inclusive learning environment and provide reasonable accommodations 

for individual needs?   

Strengthening home-schooling linkages to support the implementation of inclusive 

education 

 How can we better work with families and communities? 

 What have we learned from promising examples and how can these be scaled up more 

effectively? 

 

Contacts 

UNESCO Ms Florence Migeon: f.migeon@unesco.org  

Ms Tamara Marti Casado: t.marti-casado@unesco.org 

Ms Sarah Colautti: s.colautti@unesco.org  

 

Humanity & Inclusion 

 
Ms Julia McGeown: j.mcgeown@hi.org 

Ms Sandra Boisseau: s.boisseau@hi.org  
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