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WATER, CRUCIAL FOR ACHIEVING SDGs 
IN REVIEW AT THE UN HIGH-LEVEL 
POLITICAL FORUM (HLPF) 2019 

 

Acknowledging and investing in stronger links between the SDG 6 on water and the various other water-related SDGs is 
an efficient and effective strategy for lifting millions of people from poverty and achieving the African Water Vision 2025 
(AWV), the 2030 Agenda and the African Union Agenda 2063. 

African countries are generally not on track to achieve SDG 6 targets; the main challenges are: 

 Improving water governance at the national and subnational levels in the context of existing and emerging challenges 
and existing institutional frameworks such as Utilities and Basin Organizations. 

 Assuring sufficient and sustainable financing for water infrastructure and for operation and maintenance. 

 Developing effective and reliable strategies for coping and adapting to climate variability and change.  

 Developing effective systems and capacity for water-related research and development and for the collection, 
assessment and dissemination of data on water use and quality for sustainable socioeconomic activities. 

Efforts to address these challenges and achieve SDG 6 will benefit socioeconomic development and the environment in 
Africa and will thus inherently advance progress for other SDGs, as shown in the following examples.  

IMPROVING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES, REDUCING INEQUALITIES AND FOSTERING ECONOMIC GROWTH THROUGH WATER 

 Providing basic drinking water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services to the nearly half of all schools that do not have 
access can improve enrollment, attendance and educational outcomes in Africa. 

 Empowering women and engaging them in decision-making improves the effectiveness of the management and use of 
water resources and sanitation facilities at all levels. 

 Sustainable management of water is needed to create and maintain decent jobs. 49% of Africa’s labor force is in 
agriculture; these jobs, as well as jobs in natural resources extraction and other sectors, are highly dependent on water.  

 Significant economic gains can be achieved with universal access to water and sanitation; estimated percentage gains 
in GDP with universal access range from 23% in the Democratic Republic of the Congo to 12 % in Madagascar.  

SUSTAINING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STABILITY AND PROMOTING PRODUCTIVE AND RESILIENT COMMUNITIES THROUGH WATER 

 Africa’s population of 1.2 billion is expected to double by 2050; up to 32% of the population will be living in water-
stressed countries by 2025. Managing water resources effectively yields peace and stability.  

 Water resources are unevenly distributed within and across countries, triggering inequities. Six countries in Central and 
Western Africa hold 54% of the continent’s total resources and 27 countries hold only 7%. 

 Adapting to climate change and increasing resilience of African communities to extreme weather events is a key priority 
for social stability and economic growth. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE REGIONAL EVALUATION:   AFRICA 

This document summarizes key messages from the regional evaluation entitled “Water as 

cross-cutting factor in the SDGs under review at the HLPF 2019 in Africa.” Three regional 

evaluations (Africa, Arab states and Latin America and the Caribbean) aim to inform 

intergovernmental discussions by highlighting SDG 6 interlinkages with SDGs 4, 8, 10,         

13, 16 and 17.  

EQUITABLE AND SUSTAINABLE 
USE AND MANAGEMENT OF WATER  

RESOURCES SUPPORTS POVERTY ALLEVIATION,  
SOCIOECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, THE ENVIRONMENT 

AND REGIONAL COOPERATION IN AFRICA. 
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Below are policy recommendations to better take SDG 6 into 
account when implementing the SDGs in review. 

Ensuring inclusive access to education 
and improving educational outcomes 
through WASH 

WASH for Education & Equity - No school should be built 
without basic water services and sanitation facilities, nor 
without regular maintenance funding as part of its recurrent 
budget. This must be part of Building Codes and regular 
building and health inspections must be undertaken to make 
sure such facilities are not left to decay once occupancy 
permits are issued. Especially in semi-urban and rural areas, 
rainwater harvesting facilities must be integrated wherever 
possible. Hygiene should be (re)introduced as a compulsory 
and practical subject from kindergarten. 

Sustaining inclusive and productive 
economic growth and employment 
through water 

Economic Growth - Provision of water enables economic 
growth and well-being, and economic growth leads to decent 
jobs in all sectors. Adequate investment in water resource 
development and efficient water use is a prerequisite for 
achievement of all SDGs.  

Reducing inequalities through 
accelerated and inclusive action                  
on SDG 6  

Empowerment & Engagement - Gender inequality in the 
provision of sanitation services contributes to income 
inequality. Spatial inequality in the provision of water services 
amplifies income inequality for the most vulnerable 
populations, especially in rural areas and urban slums. There 
is a strong need to empower women and their engagement in 
the decision-making, management and use of water resources 
and facilities.  

Disaggregated Data - Because poor and vulnerable groups are 
not homogeneous, policies regarding water supply and 
sanitation need to distinguish between different populations 
and design actions to address specific needs. Disaggregated 
data with respect to gender, age, income groups, ethnicity, 
culture, geography, etc., and social inclusion analyses, are key 
tools in determining which groups are at greatest risk of being 
“left behind,” and why. When resources are limited, 
populations that have the least access to services should be 
targeted.  

Combatting climate change and its 
impacts through water resources 
protection and management  

Adaptation & Mitigation - Climate change impacts are 
manifested through water as floods and droughts. Adaptation 

and mitigation measures to assure climate-resilient 
communities and to reduce human and economic losses 
require drastic increases in investment in sustainable water 
infrastructure and management, including water storage 
infrastructure for flood management, vulnerability 
assessments, and early warning systems for droughts.  

Investment for Planning - Governments and their relevant 
institutions and partners must invest more human and 
financial resources in data collection and analyses on the 
human and economic losses from natural disasters so that 
they can formulate, plan, and budget for adaptation and 
resilience measures based on hard evidence, and thus 
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of limited resources.  

Promoting just and peaceful  societies 
and accountable and inclusive 
institutions with 
effective water governance 

Institutions - Governments and their partner stakeholders 
must utilize water as an instrument of regional economic and 
social integration in which access to water as a human right is 
affirmed and supported by strong intra-and inter-national 
basin institutions to assure peace and sustained development.  

Facilitating SDG 6 achievement 
through strengthened Means of 
Implementation (MOIs) 

Budget Commitments & Accountability - The 5% of National 
Budgets commitments to the agriculture and water sector by 
the African Union (AU) Sirte Declaration must be 
implemented by all countries as of 2020. A comprehensive 
assessment of progress made in African Water Vision (AWV) 
2025 implementation must be undertaken in 2020 and must 
be linked to SDG 6 implementation reporting.  

Program & Institutional Coordination - To ensure improved 
coherence and effective coordination of water programmes in 
Africa, the UNECA must revive UN-Water/Africa as part of the 
UN Regional Coordination Mechanism, and mobilize all water 
sector UN agencies and regional institutions to contribute to 
better synergies and effective technical support in 
implementing the SDGs, AWV and AU Agenda 2063.  

Financing & Technology - Governments must mobilize new 
domestic sources of funding, improve the efficiency in the use 
of existing financial inflows, make water and sanitation 
investments more attractive for private sector financing, and 
increase the use of technology for data acquisition, 
monitoring, and accountability through effective and inclusive 
multi-stakeholder processes. 

For more information and to access the complete Regional 
Policy Paper, visit: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-
sciences/environment/water/wwap/water-and-agenda-2030/ 

AFRICA:   POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 


