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Background 
The Regional Arab Virtual Meeting for Open Science and Research, was held on 24 August 2020 to discuss best strategies 

and approaches for advancing the open science agenda in the Arab region.  This regional consultative meeting addressed 

optimal strategic directions and approaches for regional and global cooperation in sciences.  Lessons learnt and experiences 

of Arab key stakeholders including scientific institutions and science mangers and workers on the development and 

implementation of Open Science initiatives were highlighted along with modalities and suggestions to overcome major 

relevant challenges.  (agenda of the meeting is attached) 

The meeting was very well attended.  Over 110 dignitaries, representatives, scientists and experts from the League of Arab 

States; the UNESCO National Commissions of the Arab member states; Arab members of the UNESCO Advisory 

Committee for Open Science; representatives of scientific and research entities from the Arab member states; as well as 

UNESCO high-ranking representatives and experts participated in the meeting. (list of participants is attached)   

This meeting built on the discussions and recommendations of the Global Virtual Ministerial Dialogue on COVID-19, Open 

Science and International Scientific Collaboration, that was hosted on 30 March 2020 by UNESCO, and on the outcome of 

the Online Information Meeting on 16 April, 2020 with the Permanent Delegations to UNESCO on the response of the 

Natural Sciences Sector to tackle the COVID-19 crisis. 

Following the presentation and discussion of the outcomes of the Arab region’s responses to the “Global Open Science 

Survey” that was distributed earlier by UNESCO, the participants discussed “executive approaches and measures” for 

advancing concepts and practices of Open Science through the operationalization of the suggested “UNESCO Regional 

Science Podium in the Arab Region”.   Outcomes of this regional consultation on Open Science will feed into the overall 

foreseen global UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science.  

Opening Remarks  
Dr. Ghaith Fariz, Director, UNESCO Regional Bureau for Sciences in the Arab States welcomed the participation and 

attendance of H.E. Ambassador Dr. Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, Assistant Secretary General, Head of the Social Affairs Sector/ 

League of Arab States (LAS); the participating esteemed Secretary Generals of the Arab National Commissions for 

UNESCO; and Dr. Shamila Nair-Bedouelle, the UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Natural Science;, Members of the 

UNESCO Open Science Advisory Committee; and representatives from Arab member states.  He expressed appreciation 

of the active and positive response and engagement of all invited Arab stakeholders in supporting the Open Science agenda 

as manifested in the almost full representation of all Arab countries in  the meeting.   

Dr. Nair-Bedouelle, the UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Natural Science, addressed the meeting. She expressed 

her pleasure and honor to meet leaders of scientific progress in the Arab Region; a region whose innovation and thirst for 

science and knowledge gave the world much of what has become a foundation for the modern science, in mathematics, 

physics, earth sciences, astronomy, plant science, and medicine, among others. She added that Arabic/Islamic civilization 

held a strong belief that science is “universal” and hence it must be widely shared.  At the peak of its golden age, the 

Arab/Islamic civilization acted effectively as bridge for all sciences; and became the lighthouse for science and knowledge 

of the era. While affirming UNESCO’s mandate on open science, Dr. Nair-Bedouelle hoped that the meeting will launch a 

multi-stakeholder discussion towards innovative regional vision on the concepts and meaning of open science, best practices 

and creating the enabling environment to support it including regional and global tools and platforms to facilitate the practice 

of open science that requires investment in human capital as well as in science and research infrastructure. (full speech 

attached) 

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, Assistant Secretary General, Head of the Social Affairs Sector, the League of 

Arab States (LAS), addressed the meeting and conveyed the greetings and appreciation of His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Abul-

Gheit - Secretary-General of LAS and his wishes that the work of this meeting will be successful. H.E. Dr. Abu Ghazaleh 

called upon the attendees to cooperate and unify efforts in order to achieve the goals of the Arab Strategy for Scientific and 

Technological Research and Innovation, and its implementation plan, and also called for seeking to implement the objectives 

of the general framework for scientific research in the social, cultural and economic fields and its implementation plan (full 

speech attached). 

Presentations and dicussions 
The meeting included a number of presentations delivered by the high-level speakers along with several valuable 

interventions from the participants. 

 Dr. Ghada Abdel Bari, Secretary General of Egyptian National Commission for UNESCO, shed the light on the needed 
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transition to make science data more accessible and open to society in order to close the gap between developing and 
developed countries.  She explained that open science will be a game changer for bringing together scientific, research 

and innovation communities across the world. She also emphasized that the foreseen UNESCO recommendations on open 

science should address issues such as: definition and description of main components and key stakeholders of open science 

at national, regional and international levels, as well as tools for monitoring the implementation of the recommendations 
by Member states.  Dr Abdel Bari informed the meeting about a proposal for supporting the Open Science at the regional 

level that the Egyptian NATCOM prepared and submitted to UNESCO for approval as part of the “participation 

programme” and invited all NATCOMs to support and participate in this initiative  (presentation attached) 

 On behalf of the UNESCO Open Science Advisory Committee members in the Arab region, Dr. Samia Charfi Qaddour, 
emphasized the need to evaluate Open Science opportunities and challenges and best practices from global and regional 

perspectives; to find solutions to complex societal issues such as climate change, COVID-19, natural crises, and health 

issues. In addition, the development in information and communication technology and advancement in digital 
infrastructure provides an opportunity for open science. Dr. Qaddour stressed the importance of reinforcement of the 

participatory approach in the whole cycle of scientific research (participatory science)  as well as enhancement of citizen 

science (for example by increasing the level of citizen participation in scientific processes, data evaluation, joint project 

design and ownership of results).  (presentation attached) 

 Dr. Ghaith Fariz, Director of UNESCO’s Regional Bureau for Sciences in the Arab States presented the proposed 

“UNESCO Regional Science Podium in the Arab Region: Towards open science in the Arab region and the world”. 
He outlined that the main objectives of the podium are to advance science agenda, enhance scientific cooperation, and 

promote and activate concepts and practices of "open science" in the Arab region. The Podium shall present and  promote 
innovations, inventions and results of scientific research in various scientific fields, including social and human sciences.  

It shall also promote the various activities carried out by governments, public, private, academic institutions and 

individuals and the adoption of scientific practices as a basis for making policies, plans and programs. Dr. Fariz stressed 
that the Platform is an open, community interactive, and inclusive initiative and invited all relevant entities in the Arab 

region to engage in it.  He stressed that UNESCO seeks  and welcomes collaboration and complementarity with all Arab 

relevant initiatives including  the Arab Network for Science and Technology for Sustainable Development. (presentation 

and concept note on  UNESCO Regional Science Podium in the Arab Region: Towards open science in the Arab region 
and the world attached) 

Open Science Survey  
 Dr. Peggy Oti-boateng, Director, Division of Science Policy and Capacity-Building, UNESCO HQ, presented the 

outcomes of the UNESCO Global survey on Open science. Dr. Oti-boateng summarized the global perspectives of the 

survey outcomes enlisting the possible negative impacts, the barriers to Open Science, together with the prerequisites for 
a just transition to Open Science. (presentation attached) 

 Dr. Nazar Hassan, UNESCO Cairo Office presented the Arab region’s perspective of the survey outcome in terms of the 

regional key points of focus for open science, and the possible barriers that might challenge the wide use of the Open 

Science initiative in the region mainly: Lack of capacity building programs and gaps in number of researchers, equipped 

labs and research centers  in addition to gaps in investment and targeted funding on R&D. (presentation attached) 

Main Points of Discussions and Interventions 
Following presentations, the interactive discussions and deliberations of participants resulted in the following main points: 

 To support the open science initiative in the region, it is imperative to focus on the following factors: 
o More focused definition of Open Science principles and values 

o Better regional participation of the science community and raising awareness and communication to build a regional 

culture on Open Science 
o The need for relevant institutions/entities to adopt scientific research and innovation policies, strategies and legal 

frameworks that will foster scientific collaboration at the national and regional levels  

o Building the required infrastructures, e.g. repositories, cloud servers and open source software, and developing the 
necessary capacity building programs in data analysis and mining 

 The need to explore and support open science opportunities, address challenges,  and promote best practices from global 

and regional perspectives for the sustainable development of the Arab region, with special focus on finding solutions to 

complex socioeconomic issues such as climate change, COVID-19, natural hazards, and health issues.  

 The need for expanded use of information and communication technology and advancement in digital infrastructure that 

offer expanded opportunity for Open Science; 

 Promoting and enhancing Participatory Science.  Adoption of inclusive and participatory approaches within the cycle of 
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scientific research including increased levels of citizen participation in scientific processes, data evaluation, joint project 
design and ownership of results; 

 The importance of forming partnerships at the regional and international levels and consolidation  of efforts between the 

different open science networks at the country, regional and global levels. 

 The need for enhancing, encouraging and activating Open Science partnerships and cooperation with existing regional 

and international organizations including the NATCOMs and League of Arab States. 

 The need for supporting the involvement of young researchers in the formation of open science policies and practices. 

 The need to harmonize Open Science current and contemplated activities along with the framework of the 
implementation of the Arab Strategy for Scientific and Technological Research and Innovation that was endorsed by the 

League of Arab States relevant member states’ councils. 

 Welcoming the “UNESCO Regional Science Podium in the Arab Region: Towards open science in the Arab region and 

the world”. In their remarks, participants stressed the following main points: 

o Representatives from NATCOMS and participants expressed support to the initiative as a potentially effective tool 
and mechanism for advancing the Open Science agenda in the Arab region 

o The League of Arab States communicated that, “with the objective of ensuring alignment of efforts for advancing 

scientific research; and to be in line with the activation of the decisions of Arab Kings, Presidents and Heads of States 
as presented in decision number 700 about the adoption of the Arab Strategy for Scientific Research, Technology, 

and Innovation that was issued by the Arab Summit of 2017 that was held in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan;    

 The General Secretariat of the League of Arab States welcomes the partnership with regional and international 

organizations, in every effort that promotes Arab scientific research, within the framework of the implementation 
of the Arab Strategy for Scientific and Technological Research and Innovation.  

 The General Secretariat of the League of Arab States affirms the importance of avoiding any contradiction between 

the UNESCO regional Science Podium and the Arab Network for Science and Technology for Sustainable 
Development, which the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States works on in cooperation with UNESCO 

and other specialized Arab organizations toward its launch    and emphasizes the need for avoiding any duplication 

in that regard specially that the Arab Strategy for Scientific Research, Technology and Innovation stresses the 
need to activate the principle of partnerships and cooperation with existing regional and international 

organizations with the aim of cooperating on research and development and benefiting from information and 

communication technologies in exchanging information at the national level”.  

 The need to support and enact the  proposed regional project for supporting the Open Science in the Arab region which 

was submitted to UNESCO participation programme by the Egyptian National Commission for UNESCO 

 Dr Ghaith Fariz, Director of the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science in the Arab states welcomed all remarks and 
stressed commitment of UNESCO to provide all possible support towards realization of open science in the region taking 

into consideration and adherence to all raised issues and comments.  He reiterated that the suggested UNESCO Regional 

Open Science Platform is an open, community interactive, and inclusive initiative and invited all relevant entities in the 
Arab region to engage in it.  He also stressed that UNESCO seeks, welcomes, and looks forward to collaboration and 

complementarity with all Arab relevant initiatives including the Arab Network for Science and Technology for 

Sustainable Development. 

Future Steps 
 Proceed in establishing the UNESCO Regional Science Podium in the Arab Region: Towards open science in the Arab 

region and the world” as indicated in the concept note and presentation and taking into consideration meeting outcomes 
and remarks of participants and representative of Arab states, Arab NATCOMS and of the League of Arab States.     

 Further disseminate the Open Science Survey in the Arab region to ensure wider and more inclusive participation of 

relevant scientific and developmental entities and individuals. 

 Enhance the collaboration with the UNESCO Open Science Advisory Committee in the Arab region  

 Enhance networking and scientific partnerships to address urgent development challenges as in the case of the COVID-

19 

  Working on the ooperationalization of  the recommendations of the  global Virtual Ministerial Dialogue on COVID-
19 and Open Science at the Arab regional level; 


