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Report by Germany on the national implementation of the MAB Programme  

Summary of activities since the 31th session of MAB ICC, June 2019 – September 2020 

 

National activities 

The German MAB Committee continued its work throughout 2019 and 2020. Since the 31th 

session of the MAB ICC in June 2019, the National Committee held two official meetings. 

One meeting (spring 2020) was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The MAB Committee closely advises and interacts with the 16 German UNESCO biosphere 

reserves; supporting and promoting the German biosphere reserves to become fully-fledged 

model sites of excellence for sustainable development, which is the objective of the German 

implementation of the MAB programme. Through field missions in the context of periodic 

reviews, position papers, meetings with senior ministry representatives and based on 

scientific studies, the National Committee intensively supports action to safeguard the high 

quality of German UNESCO biosphere reserves. Implementing the 2015 MAB strategy and 

the Lima Action Plan is at the centre of the activities of German biosphere reserves.  

The MAB Committee is currently accompanying the Biosphere Reserve Palatinate Forest 

(GER) – Northern Vosges (FRA) in its periodic review process, both nationally and 

transboundary. The periodic reports will be submitted to UNESCO in September 2021. In 

September 2020, the Committee forwarded the periodic review report of the Biosphere 

Reserve Schaalsee to UNESCO for further examination by the IAC. 

In 2019 and 2020, the MAB Committee continued its work on its recommendations for 

transition areas as part of a (iteratively developed) position paper on the zonation of 

German biosphere reserves.  
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A research project has been commissioned to support the joint working group of the MAB 

Committee and directors of biosphere reserves to develop approaches for an indicator-

based quality assurance for biosphere reserves. The project will result in a set of indicators 

and parameters to evaluate progress towards the achievement of sustainable development 

of biosphere reserves as well as a set of concrete practical instruments (“toolbox”) to use 

these indicators in the day-to-day work of the biosphere reserves. 

In January 2020, a six-year project to develop and support activities for insect protection in 

five biosphere reserve. The project is managed by WWF and supported with 6,5 million Euro 

by the German Environment Ministry.  

The MAB Committee also closely followed several recent initiatives to establish new 

biosphere reserves in Germany and to extend existing BRs.  

The COVID-19 pandemics has impacted both on the work of the Committee and to greater 

extent on the work of the biosphere reserves. Whilst the lockdown at the one hand blocked 

working routine in BR in many ways and simultaneously exposed BR to many unforeseen 

challenges such as both overwhelming visitor numbers in some parts as well as no visitation 

during the more severe lockdown times in spring, the directors and staff of BR in Germany 

met several times virtually to discuss topics such as ways to cope with the effects the 

lockdown had on tourism in BR or the new challenges to establish virtual discovery options 

of the biosphere reserves .  

The German National Commission for UNESCO (DUK) continues its strong support to 

biosphere reserves. At the national level, it has successfully supported the establishment of 

a working group of parliamentarians whose constituencies encompass a biosphere reserve. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, it supported the exchange of experiences of the biosphere 

reserves’ response to the pandemic. Internationally, DUK substantially supported the 

Excellence Process and the TGBR. It successfully completed the first year of the new 

component of its youth volunteering program, through which 44 young Germans in 2019 

have worked for 6 months in UNESCO designated sites, mostly biosphere reserves, in the 

Global South. Again, it promoted multiple tangible synergies with World Heritage sites, 

Global Geoparks and Intangible Cultural Heritage properties. The continuation of its 
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cooperation with Danone Waters Germany for the benefit of German biosphere reserves has 

resulted in funding for another three projects for water body restoration.  

Germany acknowledges the important role of youth engagement in nature conservation and 

aims at strengthening youth participation within the MAB Programme. At the first German 

MAB Youth Forum in September 2019 in Biosphere Reserve Rhön, 27 young people aged 18-

25 years from 14 German and Austrian biosphere reserves joined for 4 days of networking, 

learning and developing ideas and projects on living and operating sustainably in biosphere 

reserves (Report see Annex). The 2nd German MAB Youth Forum will take place in September 

2021 in Biosphere Reserve Swabian Alb.    

International activities 

Germany also fosters the role of biosphere reserves in its international cooperation. 

Altogether, German international cooperation supports projects in and for UNESCO 

biosphere reserves around the world with more than 20 million Euro / year. The following 

selected projects are highlighted:  

- In cooperation with a number of African partner organisations Germany continues its 

support to countries in southern Africa to better use the potential of biosphere 

reserves as model regions for sustainable development. As part of the second phase,   

a regional meeting in Mozambique was organized also involving UNESCO ROSA and 

the AfriMAB co-chair for Southern Africa; two policy briefs of global interest were 

published. Following the successful first biosphere reserve nomination for Eswatini, 

further support was given to Zambia and Lesotho for biosphere reserve nominations. 

In addition, periodic review processes and community engagement were supported 

for Malawi, Zambia, South Africa, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. The Management 

Manual for biosphere reserves managers in Africa has been translated into 

Portuguese language in cooperation with the Mozambique National Commission for 

UNESCO.  

- In a COVID-19 emergency support programme, the German Commission for UNESCO 

provides support in late 2020 to ten biosphere reserves in Africa in the range of more 

than 200,000 Euro.  
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- BfN in cooperation with Russian partners and the Michael Succow Foundation also 

supports the nomination of a Biosphere Reserve in the Kaliningrad Region, Russian 

Federation.  

- The German Commission for UNESCO has again supported the publication of the 

World Map of UNESCO biosphere reserves in four languages 

(English/French/Spanish/German). 

- With the project ’BRConnect’ BfN supports the German biosphere reserves in their 

efforts to establish and maintain international partnerships. Results of the project 

comprise a workshop, a guidance document, translations of communication material 

as well as direct counselling in finding a twinning partner.  

- BfN also manages a series of three workshops for European biosphere reserves to 

foster exchange and collaboration. In November 2019, BR managers and 

practitioners as well as researchers joined the first workshop in Biosphere Reserve 

Berchtesgadener Land and discussed on the problem of insect loss and exchanged 

best practice and case studies of insect conservation in biosphere reserves. The 

second workshop on participation of the local population and stakeholders in 

European UNESCO biosphere reserves will take place in May 2021 at BfN’s 

International Academy for Nature Conservation on the Isle of Vilm, Germany.   

 

German experts also participated in the Technical Guidelines working groups as well as in 

the ad-hoc working group on the Excellence Strategy.  
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