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TOPIC AND PURPOSE

EXPECTED OUTCOMES AND ADDED VALUE 

Simply having more and/or better data, including for Education in Emergencies (EiE), is no guarantee

that it will be used to improve decisions and ultimately improve lives. The global calls and demands for

more and better data in EiE – for emergency preparedness and response – continue and clearly have

merit. However, despite the emerging localization agenda in EIE, these calls are not often nuanced and

put increasing pressures on the local actors who will ultimately be responsible for collecting and using

this information. Additionally, “localization” itself is contested with no single agreed upon approach. 

Broadly speaking, there is strong acknowledgement of the value of quality data to identify and
address educational needs of vulnerable children and youth, including those who are the most left

behind. But often, in practice, data that is passed along the data chain to the global level then rarely

flows back again to the local level, even in the form of follow-up. The lack of feedback loops or limited

access of data to inform and monitor educational progress often leads to significant fatigue, and

excessive stockpiling of raw data that is not used to drive evidence-based education planning and

management. Moreover, it leads to increasing fragmentation of data sets among the education

stakeholders, while contributing to the sidelining of local actors and affected populations in the

development and coordination of context-specific approaches.

There is a need to interrogate the role, and current apparent absence, of those who are often the
subject of EIE data collection – most notably learners, teachers and communities. It is important

to examine how these groups currently interact with EIE data collection and whether their voices
are heard in key decision-making moments: such as when data and research processes are being

designed, when problems within their communities are being framed, and when measures of success

are being defined. These questions feed into broader discussions in education data about citizen-

generated data, community-based data collection and open data. 

Although donors and partners have demonstrated commitment to enhance data quality, timeliness,

and relevance, often the focus is on the deployment and enhancing of technological solutions which

are sometimes not adapted, contextually appropriate or sustainable. This contributes to – and can

accelerate – the deterioration of local information systems and capacities. 

With the Grand Bargain signatories having now endorsed the Framework and the annexes for the

Grand Bargain 2.0, the Network for Empowered Aid Response (NEAR) has called for a
strengthening of commitments to localization, including through the rebalancing of power,
equal partnerships and creating systemic ways of genuinely engaging with affected
communities. This call is as relevant as ever when defining how to optimize the “collection and use of

predictive and analytic data that may provide a more accurate picture of risks and trends, and can

allow for more evidence-based interventions” – including for Education in contexts at risk or affected by

emergencies.

Held during the UN World Data Forum (UNWDF) 2021, in alignment with the thematic area of ‘leaving

no-one behind’, this local meet-up will center the voices and experiences of local EIE actors
involved in data collection, processing and use.

Involvement of local actors in global dialogues around EIE data and evidence-based approaches for more

effective and efficient humanitarian action for education

Increased awareness of the challenges local actors face around education in emergencies data collection,

analysis and use as well as outlining untapped opportunities

Improved understanding of what localization and humanization means in terms of EIE data in an

increasingly complex humanitarian landscape
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AGENDA :
15h- 17h CET 

Opening Remarks

Frédérique Lehoux, First Secretary, Humanitarian Affairs, Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the UN

Section for Migrations, Displacements, Emergencies and Education (EME), UNESCO

What should localisation look like in EiE data?
Discussion (30 minutes)

Voices of local organisations and EIE data collectors and users
Panel (60 minutes)

MODERATOR:

Nadia Ahidjo - Program Manager - Girls’ EiE in Sub-Saharan Africa - EqualMeasures 2030
Nadia leads EM2030’s work on Girls’ Education in Emergencies in Sub-Saharan Africa. She is a feminist

global development professional with a commitment to the application of gender analysis in

philanthropy, advocacy, and policy work. She maintains robust experience, over 13 years, in supporting

women’s rights in numerous country contexts, and across all regions of Africa. She has led insightful

publications, impactful philanthropic projects, and has extensive advisory experience in and with

leading African institutions, foundations, governments, private sector, and non-govern-mental

organizations

 

CONTRIBUTORS TO THE PANEL DISCUSSION : 
Dr. Maha Shuayb – Lebanese American University - Lebanon
Dr. Maha Shuayb is the Director of the Centre for Lebanese Studies since 2012 and an Associate

Lecturer at the Faculty of Education at the University of Cambridge. Prior to that, she was a Senior

Fellow at St Antony’s College, University of Oxford. Maha has a Ph.D. in education from the University

of Cambridge. She is a founding member and the former president of the Lebanese Association for

History. She is also a co-founding member of the Disability Hub, a collective initiative that aims to

promote research and advocacy around disability in the Arab World. Maha’s research focuses on the

sociology and politics of education, particularly equity and equality in education, and the implications

of inequalities on marginalized groups such as refugee children and persons with disabilities. Her

research interests also focus on curriculum and educational reform in Lebanon 

Prof. Samuel Matabishi - Institut Supérieur Pédagogique de Bukavu, OCPED - DRC
Doctor in Language Sciences from the University of Rouen in France. He is a permanent Professor at the

Institut Supérieur Pédagogique de Bukavu and Director of the research unit "Observatoire Congolais du

Plurilinguisme pour l'éducation et le développement", OCPED. His interdisciplinary research focuses on

the relationship between languages, education and development. He is currently project leader of the

ISP-IDS BRICE initiative "Building Resilience in Crises through Education" in the territories

of Uvira and Fizi, South Kivu province, Democratic Republic of Congo.  

 

Julie Khamati, Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE) - Kenya
The Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE) is a membership-based pan-African Non-

Governmental Organisation that operates through 34 National Chapters in sub-Saharan Africa to

promote girls’ and women’s education. FAWE’s vision, mission and goal are all resolute on the well-

being of girls’ education. 

Micheline Wendyam Kabore - Initiative Pananetugri pour le Bien-être de la Femme - Burkina Faso
L’Initiative Pananetugri pour le Bien-être de la Femme (IPBF) was founded in 2011 to contribute to the

promotion of women’s rights and development in legal, socio-economic and cultural areas. IPBF aims

to be a feminist organisation supporting leadership and the well-being of young women and women. 

Ministry of Education of Colombia (tbc) 



The Geneva Global Hub is the product of a pledge at the

2019 Global Refugee Forum to leverage the Geneva

international community by convening actors and creating

synergies for joint action so that all crisis-affected and

displaced children and youth have their right to education

fulfilled, respected and protected. The Geneva Global Hub

focuses on school-aged children and youth, meaning

access and completion of quality pre-primary, primary and

secondary education, including non-formal educational

pathways and transition to the formal national education

system, in line with SDG 4.1. and 4.2. The Hub is also

involved in research and evidence-creation for education in

emergencies and data. Furthermore, the Hub’s focus

includes all crisis-affected and displaced children and

youth, regardless of their status (i.e. refugee, host

community, internally displaced children and youth, as well

as those affected by armed conflicts, violence, disasters and

epidemics).

About the Geneva Global Hub for EiE 

As the UN lead agency for education, UNESCO plays an

active role in promoting lifelong quality education for all

people – children, youth, and adults – as a part of

emergency response and for long-term recovery. UNESCO’s

work in this field is anchored in the Education 2030

Agenda, which aims to ‘develop education systems that

are more resilient and responsive in the face of conflict,

social unrest and natural hazards – and to ensure that

education is maintained during emergency, conflict and

post-conflict situations’. Since 2019, UNESCO - in

partnership with NORCAP and supported by Education

Cannot Wait (ECW) and the Swedish International

Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), is working to

Strengthening institutional education information systems

for data driven education in emergencies and resilience to

crises.

About UNESCO

Contact : eiedata@unesco.org 


