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PART A – ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

1. SUMMARY 

The invention of the Phoenician Alphabet, the prototype for all alphabets in the world, is the 
most significant contribution that Lebanon has made to the whole of humanity. The new 
system, immediately adopted by all nations, gradually gained ground in all fields in the 
human sciences, including religious matters, in science and in culture. As one Lebanese 
thinker has said, today's digital inventions would not have been achieved without the 
alphabet. 
 
Owing to their cultural and economic links with the two major powers at the time, Egypt and 
Mesopotamia, Phoenicians used both of these nations' writing systems (hieroglyphs and 
cuneiforms) at the same time; in the thirteenth century B.C., they proceeded by analogy to 
invent their own alphabet, which then spread quickly throughout both the western and eastern 
worlds. 
 
The various stages of its development are described in detail in the appended document, with 
one or two examples as living testimony. 
 
Justification: nobody can doubt the importance of this invention at regional and world levels, 
which is why it is proposed that the nominated items, described in the appended document, be 
included in the Memory of the World Register as examples to be preserved and displayed. 
 
2. DETAILS OF THE NOMINATOR 
2.1 Name (person or organisation) 
 
Lebanese National Commission for UNESCO 
UNESCO Palace 
Beirut 
Lebanon 
 
2.2 Relationship to the documentary heritage nominated 
 
Consultative 
 
2.3 Contact person(s) 

Dr Salwa BAASSIRI 

2.4 Contact details (include address, phone, fax, email) 

Dr Salwa BAASSIRI 
Lebanese National Commission for UNESCO 
UNESCO Palace 
Beirut 
Lebanon 



 
Fax: 961-1-786656 
Tel.: 1-786682 ; 1-790491 
Email: cnlu@cyberia.net.lb 
 
3. IDENTITY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE DOCUMENTARY HERITAGE 

3.1 Name and identification details of the items being nominated 
 
Development of the Phoenician Alphabet, from its origins (thirteenth century B.C.) until the 
Roman era in the first century A.D., including typical examples from each period. 
 
3.2 Description 

See the appended scientific report. 

4. JUSTIFICATION FOR INCLUSION/ASSESSMENT AGAINST CRITERIA 

4.1 Authenticity  
All the items mentioned in the report, whether engraved on stone, metal or some other 
material, are authentic and their importance, both cultural and scientific, is inestimably high. 
 
4.2 World significance, uniqueness and irreplaceability  
 
They are definitely of world significance and are unique in world history. 
 
4.3 Criteria of (a) time (b) place (c) people (d) subject and theme (e) form and style  

 
Each example mentioned, from the sarcophagus of Ahiram, King of Byblos (thirteenth 
century B.C.) to the items from the Roman era in the first century A.D., bears witness to 
its period, place of discovery, representative theme and characteristic style. 
 

4.4 Issues of rarity, integrity, threat and management  
 
The sarcophagus of Ahiram, which contains the first alphabet in full and in its initial 
form, is considered to be the ancestor of all modern alphabets. This unique, rare 
sarcophagus forms the centrepiece of the National Museum in Beirut. Since it is on 
public display, it is vulnerable to unforeseeable dangers, especially because it was 
originally covered by a layer of paint of which only a few small traces now remain. 

5. LEGAL INFORMATION  

5.1. Owner of the documentary heritage (name and contact details) 
 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs/ General Directorate of Antiquities 
Beirut 
Lebanon 
 
5.2 Custodian of the documentary heritage (name and contact details, if different to owner) 
 
5.3 Legal status: 



(a) Category of ownership: public property  

(b) Accessibility: on request and controlled 

(c) Copyright status: State of Lebanon 

(d) Responsible administration: General Directorate of Antiquities 

(e) Other factors: none 

6. MANAGEMENT PLAN 

6.1 Is there a management plan in existence for this documentary heritage? YES. This 
management plan is run by the General Directorate of Antiquities and covers all items 
preserved in the National Museum in Beirut, except those that are in museums abroad. 

7. CONSULTATION 

7.1 Provide details of consultation about this nomination with: 
 

(a) the owner of the heritage: State of Lebanon/ General Directorate of Antiquities 
 (c) our national Memory of the World Committee 
 
 
PART B – SUBSIDIARY INFORMATION 

8. ASSESSMENT OF RISK 

8.1 The National Museum in Beirut, in which all of these items are exhibited, faces two 
serious risks: rising damp, since it is built on the water table, and the lack of any 
protection measures in the event of armed conflict. The rudimentary shelters furnished 
as a matter of the utmost urgency during the unfortunate events of 1975-1992 left much 
to be desired, and so the attention of the General Directorate of Antiquities must be 
drawn to the need to provide fortified shelters suitable for the preservation of these 
items during armed conflicts, as in all the world’s museums. 

9. ASSESSMENT OF PRESERVATION 

9.1 The General Directorate of Antiquities does its best to preserve the heritage. 

PART C - LODGEMENT 

This nomination is lodged by: 

The Lebanese Memory of the World Committee 

(Signature)………………………………… (Date)……………………………………… 


