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Jakarta Statement:  
A Framework for Action on Cultural Advancement1 

Resolution of the International Forum for the Advancement of Culture 
Jakarta, Republic of Indonesia, 12 October 2019 

 
 
 
Recalling the first 2013 World Culture Forum and its Bali Promise, which 
highlighted the power of culture as fourth dimension of sustainable 
development, and welcomed by  the UN General Assembly Resolution 68/223 
on 20 December; 
 
Also recalling the second 2016 World Culture Forum and its Bali 
Declaration, which recommended mainstreaming of culture in the global 
development agenda, and presented to the 10th Session of Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 
Expression on 15 December 2016;  
 
Being convinced that culture-based development is an effective weapon to 
tackle global issues such as environmental degradation, religious intolerance 
and all forms of socio-economic injustices;    
 
Realizing that the culture-based development needs to go beyond its theory 
to create tangible impact;      
 
Aware of the fundamental contribution of grass-root professionals and civil 
society organizations in spearheading innovative methodologies and practices 
for culture-based development;  
 
We, the participants of the International Forum for the Advancement of 
Culture, initiated by the Government of the Republic of Indonesia, met from 
10 to 12 October 2019 in Jakarta to share methodologies and experience in 
enhancing the contribution of culture for sustainable development and well-
being of all.  
 

 
1 The term ‘Cultural Advancement’ derives from Indonesian national law No 5 of 2017 on 
Cultural Advancement, where the term is defined as “effort to improve cultural resilience and 
contribution of [Indonesian] culture to the development of world civilizations through 
protection, development and utilization of culture as well as capacity/building/empowerment 
of cultural professionals. ‘Protection’ refers to effort for safeguarding cultural heritage 
through documentation, inventorying, and conservation etc; while ‘development’ refers to 
revitalization of cultural ecosystem (value chains) for wider dissemination of, and access to, 
culture. ‘Utilization’ in turn means the effort to use culture and their products to achieve 
national goals such as national solidarity, social cohesion, livelihood improvement and social 
inclusion.     
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Six key strategic issues of debates included: (i) heritage preservation; (ii)  
harnessing big data for cultural practices; (iii) festival as a method for social 
change; (iv) bottom-up policy making for culture; (v) culture based economy 
and industries; and (vi) Universal basic right to happiness.   
 
At the end of rich deliberations, we encourage UNESCO member states and 
the members of civil society worldwide to support the advancement of culture 
through the following approaches:  
 
 
Sharing History, Safeguarding Cultural Diversity   
 
We recognize common challenges and complexities, such as climate change, 
migration, rapid population growth, food insecurity, land degradation, war, 
terror, conflict, and inequality. We affirm that culture and nature are 
complimentary, inseparable, and interdependent, which is vital to address 
these challenges. Creating an enabling environment is imperative to protect 
the cultural and natural heritage to achieve sustainable development and 
well-being. We support every effort for cultural preservation, natural 
conservation and sustainable use, community participation, and the 
protection and promotion of the cultural diversity and natural ecosystem that 
contribute to their well-being, both in local and global context. In witness 
thereof, we propose these following points as action plan: 
 

1. Work together to recognize, nurture, and protect open access to the 
diversity of cultural expression, habitat and ecosystem as the 
fundamental right of humankind; 

2. Work together to define the meaning and measurement of the 
contribution of cultural and natural heritage to well-being; 

3. Identify, acknowledge and empower existing and new exchange 
platforms for inter-disciplinary and cross-cultural dialogue to promote 
natural and cultural heritage as humanizing factor and enrich the 
cultural diversity of the world.  

4. Encourage future discussion for a consensus of guidelines on the 
protection and promotion of cultural heritage and expression that 
support peace, humanity, and the sovereignty of each country. 
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Harnessing Big Data for Fostering Cultural Practices 
  
In the era of Big Data, companies use algorithm to study and influence 
customers’ taste and behaviour in order to propose new products. This in turn 
dictates cultural contents and products made available to each individual, 
thus influencing their tastes and choices of cultural experience. The cycle of 
analysis and influence needs to be further analyzed. Individuals’ privacy and 
sovereign right over the personal data should be respected. In witness thereof, 
we propose these following points as action plan:    
 
 

1. Create a precondition that allows/gives the right to every cultural 
practitioner or activist to access big data 

2. Open opportunities to elaborate the search for ethical and moral 
frameworks in the arena of data information and technology. 

3. Advocate data policies that respects ethical principles & intellectual 
property, including data sovereignty, privacy, and cultural differences. 

4. Work together against any attempts to utilize big data to create and/or 
spread cultural prejudices, divisions, conflicts and violence. 

5. Create an action pattern which guarantees the utilization of big data 
which respects intellectual properties and cultural values. 

 
 
Festival as Methods for Social Change 
 
Festivals, traditional or contemporary, have been an effective means to boost 
local development, community engagement (collective effort), inclusion, and 
co-creation as well as social and environmental conciousness. These positive 
effects of festivals need to be further understood and utilized consciously as 
a tool for social change. A global network of festival organizers may be created 
to discover and share innovative practices of linking festivals with SDGs. In 
witness thereof, we propose these following points as action plan: 
 

1. Strive to create an interconnection between festivals around the world 
in order to develop a global framework for social transformation 
impacting the quality of life and to create a platform to mobilize 
government and funding support. 

2. Strengthening the inclusive and popular basis of festivals to create 
people-to-people forums, tapping into arts’ function as social critique.  

3. Propagating cultural initiatives to promote adaptive and innovative 
reuse of available infrastructures for regeneration and transformation. 
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Bringing the People Back-in for Policy Making in Culture 
 
As the purpose of cultural policy is to attain sustainable development and 
well-being for all, the process of policy-making has to be naturally bottom-up 
to reflect the needs of people.  We need to develop mechanisms to empower 
artists, cultural professionals, and  communities at large to participate in the 
policy-making process, as well as to monitor the effectiveness of public 
policies. In witness thereof, we propose these following points as action plan: 
 

1. Develop a global initiative that systematically and regularly provide 
capacity building for stakeholders in environmental and cultural 
sectors to empower the people; 

2. Promote an inclusive mechanism to ensure the contribution of people 
working in the arts sectors, environmental and cultural professionals, 
minority groups and the marginalized people, and society at large in the 
policy-making processes; 
 

3. Promote further global cooperation among all environmental and 
cultural stakeholders to practice a more eco-friendly rural and urban 
linkage and revitalization. 

 
 
Culture-Based Economy in the Era of Industrial Revolution 4.0  
 
There is a huge gap between creative and cultural industry and advancement 
of technologies from industrial revolution 4.0, which is a risk for cultural 
plurality and freedom of expression. Diversity of stakeholders participating in 
the production and dissemination of cultural contents is a pre-condition for 
a democratic and just society.  This asymmetry in the value chains needs to 
be rectified so as to reflect the voice of every nation and community of the 
world in particular the developing countries. In witness thereof, we propose 
these following points as action plan: 
 

1. Ensure access of resources/knowledge/technology for all to create 
equal playing field.  

2. Develop a monitoring and evaluating mechanism that ensure a just and 
equitable cultural value-chain for all members of global cultural 
ecosystem. 

3. Create a common platform in collaboration with the government and 
private sector which promote life-centered technology that deepens 
empathy, social solidarity and human sensibility. 

4. Advocate the recognition of diversity inside creative industry, not only 
its cultural content, but also the cultural background of the people 
behind it. 
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Well-Being For All: Towards a Universal Basic Right To Happiness 
 
Well-being and happiness for all is the ultimate goal of development that 
cannot be merely judged by the amount of material wealth but immaterial 
factors such as sense of belonging, pride, mutual trust, and fulfillment. 
Culture is probably one of the most effective means to bring emotional, 
intellectual and spiritual satisfaction. Contribution of culture for development 
should be measured not only from its economic output but for its power in 
providing personal well-being, happiness, and maintain environment 
sustainability. In witness thereof, we propose these following points as action 
plan:  
 

1. Advocate a development policy based on cultural approaches which 
ensures well-being and happiness for all members of biosphere. In turn, 
culture-based development presupposes a country’s dynamic cultural 
index.  

2. Promote an inclusive, universal basic right to happiness as the supreme 
goal of all development policies.  
 

3. Campaign for an education system which relies on the physical, mental, 
and spiritual well-being of the children, in order to create a conducive 
environment and to unlock their uniqueness through personalized 
learning. 

 
Jakarta, 12 October 2019 


