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1.0 Summary (max 200 words) 
The nominated collection of maps is a compilation, as indicated in the annexed table of 
contents, of handwritten and lithographic maps, prepared with regard to the geographical 
plateau of Iran as a major part of the historical Silk Road as well as the interface of the North-
South corridor.  The collection is a significant research document, providing an authentic 
source for studying the demographic, natural, historical and cultural geography of different 
West-Asian1 regions. Although cartography in Iran dates back to the 9th century, application of 
exact scales in mapping initiated in the late 18th century, subsequent to establishing the first 
higher education center in Iran, Dar-ol-Fonoon, in 1850. The first Iranian cartographers, using 
the available measurement methods of their time, drew up maps of the following subjects: 

• Water resources and water transfer methods, such as qanats (aqueduct or mother well) 
in the semi-arid region of the Iranian plateau as well as natural ecological locations, 
such as wetlands; 

• Provinces and lands: population dispersion and climate particularities; 

• Maps of urban construction processes, monuments, roads and new structural basis of 
civilizations; 

Among the important pieces of information conveyed by this collection are the various notes, 
stamps, signatures, explanations, confirmations, etc. on the margins of the maps. 

A collection of this type has not yet been internationally registered.    

2.0 Nomination and contact details   

2.1 Name of nominator (person or organization) 
Iranian National Committee for the Memory of the World of the Iranian National Commission for 
UNESCO 

2.2 Relationship to the nominated documentary heritage 
The President of the Center of National Documents and the History of Diplomacy (CNDHD) in Iran is 
a member to the Iranian National Committee for the Memory of the World of the Iranian National 
Commission for UNESCO. The proposal for nominating this collection for inscription on the Memory 
of the World Register was first put forth at the CNDHD. This proposal was then considered in various 
meetings of the Evaluation Committee of the Iranian National Committee for the Memory of the World. 
Once being authenticated by that committee, the proposal was confirmed by the Iranian National 
Committee for the Memory of the World. 
 
2.3 Contact person(s) (to provide information on nomination) 
Fariba Farzam (Ms)  

                                                 
1  The West Asian region comprises parts of Central Asia, Caucasia, the Indian Sub-continent, Anatolia and Easters 
regions of the Middle-East. 
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Mojdeh Mohammadi (Ms) 
 
2.4 Contact details 
Name  
Fariba Frazam 

Address    
National Library and Archives of the IR of Iran, National Library 
Blvd., Haghani Expressway, Tehran, Iran 

Telephone 
+98 21 88644086 

Facsimile 
+98 21 88644072 

Email 
faribafarzam@yahoo.com  
 

Name  
Mojdeh Mohammadi 

Address    
No. 24, Library of Political and International Studies of the Iranian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (LPIS), Shahid Agha'ie Ave., Shahid 
Bahonar (Niyavaran) Ave., Tehran, Iran 
 

Telephone 
+98 21 22802728 

Facsimile 
+98 21 22802731 

Email 
Mojdeh_mohammady@yahoo.com  
 

2.5 Declaration of authority 

I certify that I have the authority to nominate the documentary heritage described in this 
document to the International Memory of the World Register. 
Signature Full name (Please PRINT) 

MOHAMMAD REZA SAEIDABADI (Dr.) 
 
ESHAGH SALAHI (Dr.) 
 
Institution(s), if appropriate 
Iranian National Commission for UNESCO 
(Secretary General) 
 
Iranian National Committee for the Memory of the 
World of the Iranian National Commission for 
UNESCO (Chairperson) 
 
Date 
Initial date of submission: 14 March 2012 
Date of review and modification: 31 January 2013 
 

3.0    Identity and description of the documentary heritage  

3.1  Name and identification details of the items being nominated 
Title: A Collection of Selected Maps of Iran of the Qajar Era (1193-1344 AH/ 1779-1925 AD) 
Keeper Institute: Center for National Documents and the History of Diplomacy (CNDHD) 
Description: 500 maps of 404 titles in different sizes and measures used in Iran of the Qajar era, black 
and white or in colour, and either  hand-drawn or lithographic (1193-1344 AH/ 1779-1925 AD).  
 

 

3.2  Catalogue or registration details 
All maps have been archived in accordance with their location in the repository and entail a retrieval 
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code/identification number. In the list of maps there exists some information on the title, date of 
drawing or of lithography, cartographer or publisher, dimensions, scales, and the location of each map. 
 
3.4 History/provenance 
Considering the 160 years of history of the CNDHD, dating back to the Qajar era, a major part of the 
nominated maps are single copies or they have been originally prepared for the CNDHD. Some maps 
were drawn up by Iranian cartographers2, who had either studied in European academic institutions3, or 
had graduated in cartography in Iran. These maps are 200-years old. Some others of the nominated 
maps were prepared directly by European masters at times of implementing construction projects in 
different provinces of Iran, in the Qajar era, in cooperation with their Iranian colleagues. They include 
maps of: 

• Water shares and the situation of watersheds and river basins; 
• Description of connecting roads between cities; 
• Description of cities, roads and neighborhoods; 
• Determining borderlines in land; 
• Determining spatial distances between different regions; 
• Preparing executive plans for buildings and their landscapes; 
• Demographic depictions of provinces and nomad settlements. 

 
Some others of the nominated maps were handed in to Iranian Qajar kings and authorities as gifts by 
ambassadors and political representatives of other governments. Others were bought by Iranian 
nationals and presented to the Qajar Sultans or authorities. Refrence can be made to certain numbers of 
the maps were also gifts from individuals. In any case, the initial core of the nominated collection 
belonged to the Iranian royalty. Following the establishment of the first archives centre for 
documentary heritage in 1850, by the then Chancellor of Iran, Mirza Taghi Khan-e Amir Kabir, all 
existing collections of maps were gathered in the said archives by the orders of Nasser-addin Shah, the 
then king of the Qajar Dynasty. Later years saw to the enrichment of the gathered collection.   

 
 

3.5 Bibliography 
Due to the lack of publication or introduction of this collection in the past and since no index or 

directory of any kind had been published on this collection, few researches have been undertaken 
on the nominated collection. Nevertheless, in recent years certain works have directly benefitted 
from this collection, or some comparative studies have referred to these maps and information that 
can be seen in the following sources: 

 
Fakhari Tehrani, Farhad. Kalate Naderi. Tehran: Sahab Publications, 2013 (in Persian) 
 
Hamidinia, Hossein. Iranian Water Resources in Historical Maps. Tehran: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

2012 (in Persian) 
 

 

                                                 
2  One example is Mirza jafar Khan Moshiro-dowleh, author of the treatise 'Borderline researches'- (Tahghighat-e 
Sarhadiyeh). Another example is Mirza Reza Khan Mohandesh-bashi, who was assigned by Abbass Mirza to learn 
modern sciences and the technology of measuring the earth's surface in Europe. 
3  Reference can be made here to Zolfaghar Bayk and Mohammad Taghi Khan-e Cartographan, who produced the first 
lithographic map of Iran under …, Darolfonnon's cartography teacher. This map was printed in 1858. Mirza 
Mohammad Esmaeil Jalayer (dead in 1878), Mirza Reza Mo'tamed-o Sultan, who graduated from Darolfonnon in 1899, 
Mohammad Reza Khan Gharacheh Daghi, who prepared the 'Jahan-nama' map in 1902, Engineer Abdolrazagh-e 
Boghayeri, Mirza Mehdi Khan Sartip and others. 
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Atlas Historique du Golfe Persique, Edited by Dejanirah Couto & others, Brepols (BELGIUM) 2006. 
 
Jafari Mazhab, Mohsen. 1st International Exhibition on Historical Maps, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

History and Geography Book of the Month. Vol. 34, 2000. (in Persian) 
 
Bernard Hourcade & others, ATLAS d'IRAN, Reclus-La Documentation Francaise 1998. 
 
 
4.0    Legal information 

4.1 Owner of the documentary heritage (name and contact details) 
Name 
CNDHD 

Address 
Shahid Agha'ie St., Shahid Bahonar Ave., Tehran 

Telephone 
+98 21 22805324-7 

Facsimile 
+98 21 22805322 

Email 
 
 
 
 

4.2 Custodian of the documentary heritage (name and contact details if different from the owner) 
 
 

4.3 Legal status 

CNDHD is the legal and administrative institute in charge of preserving the documentary heritage in 
question. 
 
 
4.4 Accessibility 

In view of the importance of this collection, it was decided to restore and compile its contents  which 
took place within the period 1999-2011. In this context, only a very small number of the maps in the 
nominated collection have been demonstrated in a public exhibition twice for 10 days in 2000 and 2011. 
Since 1991, some sample maps and the information provided therein were used for scientific purposes, 
including academic research, books and different kinds of atlases. Nonetheless, it can be said that due to 
it not being published, this collection has neither been used for widespread scientific research whether in 
the science of Geography and Cartography, nor in interdisciplinary fields. The original maps are 
accessible only under specific conditions, without taking them out of their right-up moving shelves and 
under the strict laws of the archives centre. However, a digitized copy of the maps is available for use by 
researchers under CNDHD regulations.  
 
4.5 Copyright status 

The copyright owner of the collection is CNDHD. 
 
         5.0 Assessment against the selection criteria 
5.1 Authenticity 
 
Considering the ways they were obtained by the CNDHD and the conditions under which they were 
maintained, from the time of their production until now, all the nominated maps are unique and 
authentic, mainly bearing the names and signatures of their producers. In the lithographic maps, which 
are rare and inaccessible, the names of their Iranian and non-Iranian designers and cartographers have 
been mentioned.  
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5.2  World significance 

 

I. Being one of its kind 

A significant amount of the maps nominated in this collection are hand-drawn and contain 
pieces of information and details about different regions as provided by their cartographers, 
thus rendering parts of them as unique and singular. 

II. Applicability in interdisciplinary studies 

The nominated collection offers a myriad of detailed information on historical, social, human 
and natural geography and is considered an important reference for the study of environmental 
changes, socio-cultural diversity, ecology, urban and rural development, progress, 
development and the construction of new structural basis of civilization in various regions of 
Central Asia, Caucasia, the Indian Peninsula, Anatolia and the Eastern parts of the Middle-
East. 

III. Participating in and contributing to the science of cartography 

The status of map and cartography in Iran from 1193 to 1344 in the Lunar calendar (1779-
1925), has significantly contributed to participation in and promotion of the science of 
Cartography. Therefore, the introduction of this collection can significantly explain the 
modalities of the evolution of the science of mapping and cartography in the world. This 
collection is of high magnitude due to maintaining unification in using measuring scales, the 
modalities of mapping, learning from universally accepted styles of cartography and 
innovation.  

IV. Cultural interaction and retaining identities of tribal groups and followers of different faiths 

Another feature adding to the world significance of the nominated collection is the existence 
of maps that relate to the heritage of various ethnics and religions. The maps of Ghooriyan and 
Herat4 and the map of 'The Armenian Monastic Ensembles of Iran5,' are examples of 'cultural 
interaction and understanding' and 'peaceful coexistence of various ethnics and religions.' 
Since sustaining peace and regional stability are based on the principles of cultural diversity 
and peaceful coexistence of ethnics and nations, inscribing this collection by the Memory of 
the World Programme can well contribute to facilitating access to the information provided in 
these maps by researchers and lead to the safeguarding of human achievements and contribute 
to international stability6 

                                                 
4  See maps numbers 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 373-375. This collection is nominated at a time when Qaznayn of 2013 is 
nominated as the cultural capital of the world of Islam and the international community is bound to document the 
identity and history of the Region, to wipe-out the bitter memory of the destruction of Bamiyan world heritage in the 
recent years, in an attempt to retain the cultural identity of the Region. 
5 See maps numbers 1 and 11. It is noteworthy that the Armenian Monastic Ensembles of Iran are considered a holy 
place by the world Christian community, especially Christians of the Orient, drawing tens of thousands of religious 
tourists from Western Asia, Europe and even the United States to attend the religious ceremonies held there annually.  
6  Additionally, certain maps in this collection provide information on human settlements and demographic 
distribution, and maps of the human geography of the Region provide useful information in line with UNDP-related 
programmes and responsibilities. For further information, see maps numbers 127, 337, 403.  
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V. Attention to water resources and the environment 

A significant number of the maps are related to water resources, rivers, watersheds, etc. These 
are therefore of considerable importance in the arid West-Asian region, where excessive use of 
underground water resources has brought about a depletion of the water resources and 
degradation of plains. Another issue of concern is the industrialisation of this area in the past 
century, which took place regardless of environmental principles and as a result led to the 
pollution of water resources. These maps thus provide valuable information on the water 
resources of the region, and can be used in modern studies of the area and help to achieve the 
seventh and eighth goals of the MDGs, namely: "Ensuring Environmental Sustainability", and 
"Developing a Global Partnership for Development.7" Other particularities of the maps 
nominated in this collection are their reference to and the information they provide and the 
attention attached in them to the historical situation of the periodical habitats of migrating 
birds coming from Siberia and moving towards the South and their temporary residence in the 
margins of the Caspian Sea8. As an example, parts of Ashouradeh have sunk9 and Anzali 
natural wetland10 is under environmental constraints due to the excessive exploitation of its 
underwater resources and the transfer of industrial waste of the littoral states in Caspian Sea. 
The current situation thus calls for evidence-based studies of the Region by the international 
community based on the information provided by historical documents and maps. 

VI. Regional development and transformations 

Since the nominated collection includes special maps of communication and transportation 
lines, etc.,11 they can be of significant value in the process of reconstructing the memory of the 
world in an attempt to further increase the scope and level of international cooperation. They 
can also prove effective in the path to progress in the coming centuries.   

VII. Maintaining local and indigenous knowledge 

The method used in the preparation of the nominated collection gains significance as it tends 
to introduce the Iranian style of cartography and its precedence. Hence, the nominated 
collection contributes to enhancing the quality of studies on the evolution of ancient sciences 
and the identification of indigenous tools and scales of measurement such as Zar'e, Gaz, and 
Farsang12.  

VIII. Oriental studies 

Considering the long precedence of Oriental studies and the impact of historical geography on  
these studies, the nominated collection can serve as a research source for further r promoting 
Oriental studies. 

IX. Assisting the geographical memory  

                                                 
7  See maps numbers 36-87 as well as maps numbers 119, 122, 123, 124, 128, 129, 132, 216, 257, 259, 267, 271-272, 
273, 274, 276-278, 296, 345, 351, 403. 
8 Ashouradeh Island and  Anzali international wetland. 
9  Regions confronted with various environmental changes in the past half century, due to a change in the sea level of 
the Caspian. See maps numbers 7 and 363. 
10  See maps numbers 13, 14, 12, 338, 356. 
11  See maps numbers 29, 32-33, 292-293, 295, 300, 302, 303, 304, 306, 307, 309, 311-312, 318-319, 321, 331-336. 
12  Each Zar'e equals to 106 metres and every Farsang is the equivalent of 6240 Metres. 
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Due to climatic changes and natural phenomena, the information provided by these maps can 
be used in geographical researches, especially in research on the "historical geography" of 
nations13. 

 

5.3 Comparative criteria:  
Does the heritage meet any of the following tests? (It must meet at least one of them.) 
 
1  Time 
At the time of the Qajar dynasty, the political relation of Iran with European countries reached its peak. 
At that time, in addition to political changes, scientific development in Europe encouraged the Iranian 
government to send students to Europe for graduate studies. Most scientific branches of study, 
especially cartography, flourished with the establishment in Iran of the first higher education center, 
Dar-ol-fonoon (the Polytechnique) and in the light of recruiting foreign teachers such as the Austrian 
August Kirschich.  As a result, many maps of high accuracy were drawn up by renowned Iranian 
cartographers of the time. 
 
2  Place 
 
The maps in the nominated collection are related to an important historical era, namely the Qajar 
Dynasty, dating from 1779 to 1925, and to an influential geographical region, namely part of the 
historical Silk Road and also the connecting point which served as the North-South Corridor. The term 
'North-South Corridor' was first coined by a German globetrotter, Adam Olearius (1601-1671), in 1637. 
To travel to Iran, he was financially supported by Fredrick III, Duke of Gottrop. He travelled by sea, 
starting off from Hamburg port, then moving on to the North Sea, the Baltic, Neva River, Moskva 
River, and Volga River and finally into the Caspian Sea. Once in the Caspian, he crossed the length of 
the Sea and entered Iran from the Southern shores14. Since then, with an increase in sea trade from this 
route and its safety compared with the Ottoman route, which was deeply unsafe because of the long 
wars of the Ottomans with the central European countries, thus obstructing the East-West trade route, 
the 'North-South Corridor' became especially important15. In the late 19th century, when the Caucasian 
railroads were connected to Europe and the nation-wide Iranian railroad was constructed, linking the 
Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea, trade between Asia and Europe was facilitated and flourished, thus 
giving rise to competitive shipment between the two continents. In the post World War II period, with 
the construction of the Volga-Don Canal, the sea North-South Corridor gained even more importance as 
it served as a complementary marine trade route between South Asia and North Europe. Therefore, the 
nominated maps include information on geographical trade lines, natural and human phenomena of the 
trade routes, geographical names of the time, and the important historical and geographical information 
on East-West and North-South interactions. It should be mentioned that certain areas depicted on the 
maps are now either abandoned, have new names, or are totally destroyed. There exist a large number of 
maps among those nominated that depict the cultural heritage, architectural specifications and urban 
development patterns of parts of the Silk Road and the North-South Corridor. Additionally, due to it 
being located in an arid and semi-arid region, there exist a number of maps in this collection that focus 
on the Iranian water resources and water transportation methods from one point to another, which 

                                                 
13  For example, a change in the traditional urban context in semi-desert or arid geographical regions has had an 
adverse effect on urban development and led to social transformations. Unfortunately, due to a lack of authentic 
resources, there has always been a problem of studying these issues in West Asian countries.  
14 Adam OLEARIUS, Moskowitsche & Persische Reise, edit: Eberhard Meissner, OST BERLIN: Ruetten und Loening. 
15 For further information see: 
Arthur CHRISTENSEN, Hinsides det Kapiske Hav, fra en orientrejes ved Krigens Udburds, kobenhavn og kristiana: 
Glydendal 1918. 
Jakob Eduard Polak, Persian das Land und Seine Bewohner, Ethnographische Schilderungen, Leipzig: 1865. 
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altogether provide useful information on traditional Iranian and West-Asian knowledge of water 
resources management.  
 
3  People  
 
In the Qajar era, political relationships between Europe and Iran set the grounds for sending young 
students to European countries to acquire new sciences and modern technologies of the time, including 
the science of cartography. Once back, they produced many books on what they had learnt. It is worth 
noting that Mirza Reza Mohandesbashi and  Mirza Jafar were the first of those students who studied 
cartography and later published different books and articles on geography. Mirza Taghi Khan-e Amir 
Kabir – Naser-al-Din Shah’s chancellor – contributed to the establishment of the first Iranian 
Polytechnique higher education center, Dar-ol-Fonnon, and recruited foreign professors in different 
fields including cartography, and contributed to the training of many students in this science. The map 
of the Royal Court that was drawn by Mirza Abd-ol-Ghaffar Nadjm-al-Dowleh – a Polytechnique 
school teacher – is the oldest and most complete and detailed map of Tehran. Other famous 
cartographers of the time were Zolfaghar Bayk and Mohammad Taghi Khan Cartographan, who 
produced the first Stone Print map of Tehran under the supervision of …, Dar-ol-Fonnon's Cartography 
teacher, in 1858. Mirza Mohammad Esameil Jalayer (died in 1878), Mirza Reza Khan Mo'tamed-o 
Sultan (graduated from Dar-ol-Fonnon in 1899), Mohammad Reza Khan Gharache Daghi, Cartographer 
of Jahan-nama map in 1902, Brigadier General engineer Abd-al-Razzagh Boghayeri, who has drawn 
various maps, Mirza Mehdi Khan Sartip and many others are among those who have had a share in 
preparing the maps in the nominated collection. These were also among the creators of the 'Eastern 
School of Cartography', or what is known as the school of cartography of West Asia, during the 18th and 
19th centuries.   
 
4  Subject and theme 
 
The maps are categorized under general themes as follows: 
 

I. Maps of monuments and landscapes, including monuments, installations, temples, churches, etc. 
(35); 

II. Water resources and seas, including river routes and branches, watersheds and river basins, 
floodways, drainage areas, etc. (52); 

III. North-Eastern provinces, including areas connected to Central Asia (45); 
IV. North-Western provinces, including areas connected to Caucasia and Anatolia (25); 
V. Western provinces, including areas connected to Mesopotamia (84); 

VI. Eastern provinces, including areas connected to Hendokoosh, Pamir and the Indian Sub-
continent (32); 

VII. Southern provinces, including areas connected to the Arabian deserts and the Indian Ocean (7); 
VIII. Domestic provinces, which depict the territories of the Iranian Plateau (9); 

IX. Special maps, including information on telegraph lines, post offices, new civilization –based 
installations, et. (49); 

X. Regional maps, depicting all regions of West Asia (60); 
XI. Demographic maps, including demographic information as concerns human settlements and 

human distribution and nomad and tribal groups' settlements (6). 
  

For more information about the variety of the maps, please refer to the enclosed list.  
 
5   Form and style  
Maps in this collection include art works/drawings and cultural information. In other words, 
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cartographic knowledge, culture and arts have been intertwined in the preparation of these maps, thus 
rendering them as an important source for the study of cultural geography. With the elapse of the time, 
which has helped the increase in the knowledge of cartography, artistic images are less visible in the 
maps. In many cases, the measurement system in the maps are those of the measurement criteria of the 
time, such as Zar'e, Gaz and Farsang that are not applied nowadays. In fact, the cartographic style in this 
era is a combination of Iranian and European styles. 
 
6 Social/ spiritual/ community significance: 
 
The maps preserved by CNDHD are considered important sources for extracting historical, location-
based data. In fact, the evolution of development, modernization of institutions and new civilization-
based installations, the dispersion and location of different tribes and nomads in Iran and West Asia; the 
impact of little attention on resources, water origins, the way of using water resources, all can be seen 
by studying the maps.  
 
6.0  Contextual information 
6.1  Rarity 
So far, no document has been reported to present a collection of this kind. 
  
6.2  Integrity 

The nominated collection covers a specific period in history and offers the spectator with information on 
changes, which took place during the Qajar era in Iran. The maps, either handwritten or lithographic, are 
kept safe and sound and free from any damage, in a single collection. The selected maps also include 
coherent and interrelated information. 

 


