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Summary 
 
This document provides a brief account of IHP’s cooperation with the 
UNESCO Water Family, pursuing the implementation of IHP-VIII and of 
the strategic goals of UNESCO through its Category 2 Centres (C2Cs) 
and water-related Chairs, as well as the World Water Assessment 
Programme (WWAP). 
 
The number of water-related Category 2 Centres under the auspices of 
UNESCO did not expand (36) while the number of water-related Chairs 
increased to 63, during the reporting period. Several actions were taken 
within the Category 2 Centres network, including, but not limited to the 
cessation of activities of three centres and the renewal of eleven. The 
Division of Water Sciences continued to chair UNESCO’s Intersectoral 
Working Group on Category 2 Centres, whose work led to the 
endorsement of the new Strategy for Category 2 Institutes and Centres 
(40 C/79) by the 40th General Conference in November 2019.  
 

The document provides a progress report on the following points: 
8.1. Status and operation of the UNESCO Water Family 

 
8.2. Specific actions for the management of the Category 2 Centres' 
network 
 
8.3 UNESCO World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) 
 

  

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000371433
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Status and operation of the UNESCO Water Family (agenda item 8.1) 
 
1. UNESCO works to build both the scientific knowledge base and capacity to help 
countries in the sustainable management of their water resources. This is done through its 
UNESCO Water Family, comprising the Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP), the 
World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP), Category 2 Centres under the auspices of 
UNESCO and water-related Chairs and UNITWIN Networks, and the IHP National Committees 
or focal points. UNESCO’s Water Family operates as a global network that works together to 
implement the organization’s and IHP’s strategic goals. 

 
2. IHP currently counts on a network of 36 established water-related Centres under the 
auspices of UNESCO (Category 2 Institutes and Centres) contributing to the implementation 
of IHP-VIII at the international, regional and national level. Since the last 23rd IHP Council 
session in 2018, several actions were taken in the network: the 206th Executive Board Session 
in April 2019 was informed of the cessation of activities of HidroEx (Brazil) and the 209th 
Executive Board Session (July 2020) was informed of the delisting of the International Centre 
on Coastal Ecohydrology (ICCE) in Portugal and of the African Centre for Global Change and 
Water Research (ACGCWR) in South Africa. Several Centres had their Agreement renewed: 
the Regional Humid Tropics Hydrology and Water Resources Centre for South-East Asia and 
the Pacific (HTC-KL) in Malaysia, signed on 6 March 2019, the Regional Centre for Integrated 
River Basin Management (RC-IRBM) in Nigeria, signed on 12 March 2019, the Regional 
Centre on Capacity Development and Research in Water Harvesting  (RCWH) in Sudan signed 
on 21 January 2020, the International Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management, 
(ICHARM) in Japan signed on 13 February 2020, the International Research and Training 
Centre on Erosion and Sedimentation (IRTCES) in China, signed on 24 June 2020, the 
International Center for the Integrated Management of Watershed and Bio-Resources in Arid 
and Semi-Arid Regions (IMWBRA) in Iran on 22 September 2020, the Centre for the 
Sustainable Management of Water Resources in the Caribbean Island Sates (CEHICA) in the 
Dominican Republic, in August 2020 (signed by UNESCO’s Director-General and awaiting 
signature from the counterpart) and the International Research and Training Centre on Urban 
Drainage (IRTCUD) in Serbia on 28 September 2020. The Asia-Pacific Centre for 
Ecohydrology (APCE) in Indonesia was renewed by the 207th Session of the Executive Board 
in October 2019 and is pending signature of its renewal Agreement.  

 
3. Two new Centres were approved by the 40th UNESCO General Conference in 
November 2019: the Regional Experimental Centre for Sanitation Technologies (CERTS) in 
Uruguay signed on 2 December 2019, and the International Centre for Interdisciplinary 
Research on Water System Dynamics (ICIReWaRD) in France, signed on 15 October 2020. 
Consultations on the continuation of the International Centre on Hydroinformatics for Integrated 
Water Resources Management, Parque Tecnologico Itaipú Binacional (CIH) in Brazil and 
Paraguay are ongoing and should be communicated by the two Governments to UNESCO in 
the coming months. Negotiations were resumed for the draft renewal Agreement of the Water 
Centre for Arid and Semi-arid Zones of Latin America and the Caribbean (CAZALAC) in Chile 
and the European Regional Centre for Ecohydrology (ERCE) in Poland. Extension of the 
Agreements for the Centre for Water Law, Policy and Science, University of Dundee (CWLPS) 
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the International Centre on Water 
Resources and Global Change (ICWRGC) in Germany, and the International Centre for Water 
Cooperation (ICWC) in Sweden. The renewal proposals for the Centre for the Sustainable 
Management of Water Resources in the Caribbean Island Sates (CEHICA) in the Dominican 
Republic and the International Research and Training Centre on Urban Drainage (IRTCUD) in 
Serbia, were approved by the 209th Session of the Executive Board, which took place between 
29 June and 10 July 2020, postponed due to the Covid-19 sanitary situation. All postponed 
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extensions or renewals were addressed by transitional measures, such as extensions of 
Agreements through exchange of letters between the Governments and UNESCO. 
 
4. The Secretariat continued to update its detailed mapping table, presented in document 
IHP/IC-XXIV/Ref.4 and disclosing the governance and operational status of all Category 2 
Centres. The mapping is now revealing a clear improvement in the governance status of water-
related C2Cs, with a percentage of 75% centres currently aligned, as of the date of writing of 
this document. Out of the 36 Centres:  

• 27 are now fully in compliance with UNESCO rules and regulations (75%). 
As for the rest: 

• five (5) are pending signature of their agreement; 

• two (2) are expired, but under renewal; 

• one (1) is expired; 

• one (1) is pending decision of its host governments. 
 

Amongst these Centres, and at the time of this reporting, one is expected to sign the 
Agreement in the upcoming months (APCE, Indonesia).  

 
5. The UNESCO Water Family currently includes 63 water-related UNESCO Chairs, and 
UNITWIN networks,17 of which were established between 2018-2020 and 8 are in the process 
of being established. 
 
6. At the occasion of the UNESCO International Water Conference (13-14 May 2019), the 
Division of Water Sciences also organized a C2Cs and Chair meeting on 14 May 2019, 
gathering 24 attendants, including 12 chairs, 11 centres and WWAP, from 21 Countries. The 
meeting was the occasion to discuss the status of the UNESCO Water Family, its role, 
cooperation with the Secretariat and other members of the water family. The meeting 
highlighted the key successes of the water family and created synergies. 
 
Specific actions for the management of Category 2 Centres (agenda item 8.2) 
7. SC/HYD continued to chair the Intersectoral Working Group on C2Cs created in June 
2017, and working on the improvement of the management framework for Category 2 Institutes 
and Centres. UNESCO’s Deputy Director-General sent letters in May 2019 to officials of 
Member States concerned, requesting actions in view of the alignment of their water-related 
C2Cs before 9 September 2019. This request has reactivated the processes and status 
alignment of some water Centres referred to in the above paragraphs. A whole revision of the 
database for all UNESCO sectors’ Category 2 Centres, and the improvement of reporting 
processes, were also made using the experience of the water-related C2Cs network.  
 
8. In document 206 EX/19 I (April 2019), pursuant 205 EX/Decision 12, the Director-
General submitted to the Executive Board a proposal for revision of the “Revised Integrated 
Comprehensive Strategy for Category 2 Institutes and Centres under the auspices of UNESCO 
(2013)”. Document 206 EX/19 for the revision of the 2013 Strategy and Document 206 EX/19 
INF presented the main proposed changes, with cross-references to the recommendations and 
findings of the IOS 2017 Audit (IOS/AUD/2017/04.Rev), as well as other benchmarks in the 
Organization. It further provided some comparative information on practices under the current 
2013 Strategy.  
 
9. The Strategy for Category 2 Institutes and Centres under the auspices of UNESCO 
(Document 40 C/79), as well as its associated model agreements and annexes, were finally 
adopted by the 207th Session of the Executive Board in October 2019 (207 EX/decision 14), 
and endorsed at the 40th Session of the General Conference in November 2019. 
 

https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/ihp-ic-xxiv-ref.4_mapping_of_category_2_centres.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000367482?posInSet=1&queryId=c7500fa8-8be7-412d-be9d-7e5f072e4f42
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000367482?posInSet=1&queryId=c7500fa8-8be7-412d-be9d-7e5f072e4f42
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000248233
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000371433
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10. The 2019 strategy (40 C/79) contains some specific requirements: 

 • Eligibility of proposals: Only existing institutions with their own legal personality 
and a proven track record of excellence of at least two years in UNESCO’s fields of 
competence may be proposed for C2C status. The activities of category 2 institutes 
and centres must be international or regional in scope and shall contribute to the global 
development agendas.  
• Timeframe for submission: Proposals for the establishment of new C2Cs may only 
be submitted to UNESCO by 31 March of the first year of the UNESCO C/5 biennium 
(Which means, for the upcoming biennia: 31 March 2022, 2024 etc.). Feasibility studies 
for the establishment of new C2Cs must be completed by 15 March of the second year 
of the C/5 biennium (2023, 2025 etc).  
• Agreement and entry into force: A tripartite agreement should be concluded 
between UNESCO, the Member State(s) concerned and the institution. Alternatively, 
depending on the legal requirements of Member States, two bipartite agreements can 
be concluded. The standard duration of agreements for C2Cs is eight years.  
• Yearly Financial obligations: New Category 2 Centres (or the Member State(s) 
concerned) shall contribute US$ 1,000 annually to the relevant programme sector to 
help cover costs incurred by UNESCO in administering and monitoring the C2Cs 
programme. C2Cs located in least developed countries (LDCs) are exempt from 
making this contribution.  
• Yearly reporting obligations: All C2Cs must submit by 31 December of each year 
an annual report on their activities, using the standard reporting format. 
• Creation of the Intersectoral Review Committee: the new Strategy foresees the 
establishment of an Intersectoral Review Committee (IRC) which has the tasks of 
receiving, examining screening and providing recommendations to senior management 
on Member States’ proposals for the designation and renewal of Category 2 Institutes 
and Centres. The IRC will be composed of one UNESCO Staff representing each 
Programme Sector, (ED, SC, SHS, CLT, CI) and IOC, and one representative from 
each of: the Priority Africa Division; the Gender Equality Division; the Bureau of 
Strategic Planning (BSP); the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs (LA); 
the Internal Oversight Service (IOS), and the Cabinet of the Director-General (CAB). 
These staff shall act as focal points and representatives for their Sectors and Bureaus 
and are designated by their respective sector’s ADG and DIR, for the duration of the 
C/5 biennium. 
• Category 2 Institutes and Centres Framework: The framework for collaboration 
with Category 2 Institutes and Centres under the auspices of UNESCO was created at 
UNESCO governing body level. The context of revision of the Strategy for Category 2 
Centres has to be reminded: the number of Category 2 Centres has grown significantly 
over the past decade. Despite their potential, this rapid expansion has sometimes 
catalysed serious resources and reputational implications for the organization. These 
implications have been acknowledged in multiple reports, including those by UNESCO 
Internal Oversight Services (IOS), the Independent External Evaluation (IEE) of 
UNESCO and the UNESCO Bureau of Strategic Planning (BSP). The IOS report 
Review of the Management Framework for UNESCO Category 2 Institutes/Centres 
outlined several recommendations for change, covering strategy, management and 
quality control. It was decided to reform the Category 2 system to improve the network’s 
ability to contribute to UNESCO’s priorities. 
• Designation process of C2Cs under the auspices of UNESCO:  
This effort implies that all UNESCO’s sectors and services are responsible, within the 
Intersectoral Review Committee, to ensure that proposed category 2 institute and 
centres will contribute to the implementation of UNESCO’s priorities, programmes, and 
global development agendas during a defined period, through international and 
regional cooperation, research, knowledge production, policy advice, and capacity 
enhancement.  
• Programmatic/Advisory role of IHP: The strategy does not foresee any decisional 
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role for Intergovernmental bodies such as IHP, but provides a role for the UNESCO 
Secretariat and decision-making authority for the Executive Board and/or the General 
Conference. Proposals for the establishment and renewal of centres will thus be 
carefully selected by the Intersectoral Review Committee, the UNESCO Secretariat, 
the Executive Board and the General Conference. In this regard, the role of the 
Intersectoral Review Committee will be instrumental.  

 
World Water Assessment Programme (agenda item 8.3) 
11. The United Nations World Water Development Report (WWDR) is one of the most 
visible publications of UNESCO and an authoritative source of information on freshwater. 
Production of the Report is coordinated by the UNESCO World Water Assessment 
Programme. The Government of Italy is the major donor which funds the Programme since 
2007. 
 
WWDR2019 “Leaving No One Behind”: 
12. The 2019 Report focusing on the theme ‘Leaving No One Behind’ was released on 19 
March 2019 at the Human Rights Council in Geneva. The WWDR2019 marked the 10th edition 
in the series since 2003. The launch event featured Her Royal Highness Princess Sumaya, 
UNESCO Special Envoy for Science for Peace, who delivered a speech on behalf of 
UNESCO’s Director-General. Mr Leo Heller, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Human 
Rights to Water and Sanitation participated in the event as a panellist.  
 
13. On 22 March 2019, WWAP organized an information session for the Permanent 
Delegations and Observers to UNESCO headquarters. The introduction by Mr Firmin Edouard 
Matoko, Assistant Director-General for Priority Africa and External Relations (ADG/PAX), was 
followed by the speeches of the Permanent Representatives of Italy, Sudan and Bangladesh 
highlighting the importance of access to safe water and sanitation for national development 
plans, as well as for the overall 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Until June 2019, 
over 40 events, including UN HQ in NY, European Parliament in Brussels and UNU Tokyo 
campus, focusing on the WWDR2019 took place in all regions. These complementary events 
(list of which can be found at https://en.unesco.org/themes/water-security/wwap/wwdr/2019) 
are organized by UNESCO and UN field offices, and country partners in collaboration with 
WWAP. The number of WWDR 2019 downloads reached over 81,000 during the period from 
March 2019 until May 2020. 
 
14. WWAP is promoting the multilingual approach of UNESCO through the WWDR. The 
Report was launched in parallel in English, French and Spanish. The executive summary of 
WWDR2019 was prepared in 11 languages (6 UN languages as well as Hindi, German, Italian, 
Korean and Portuguese). The China Water and Power Publishing & Media Group finished the 
Chinese edition of the WWDR2018 (Nature based solutions for water) in March 2020 and 
currently working on translation of the WWDR2019. WWAP, with the financial support of Prince 
bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud Foundation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, also produced Arabic 
translation of the WWDR2017 and WWDR2018, released in October 2018 during Cairo 
International Water Week and in March 2019, during the fifth Arab Water Week in Jordan, 
respectively. Thanks to the partnership between Univerde Foundation and UNESCO, and the 
collaboration with the Italian Institute for Environmental Policy Studies and Utilitalia the World 
Water Development Report (WWDR) 2019 is also available in Italian. Tele Ambiente aired a 
two hours TV programme featuring the Report and making it the center piece of the discussion. 
 
WWDR2020 “Water and Climate Change”: 
 
15. Due to COVID19, WWDR2020 was launched online with video messages from the 
Director-General and UN-Water Chair the English and French editions of WWDR2020 ‘Water 
and Climate Change’ on 22 March 2020 online. Close to 40 activities planned by various 
UNESCO field offices and national partners are called off due to COVID19. 
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16. UNESCO offices in Almaty, Cairo, Jakarta, Montevideo, Nairobi and Venice 
significantly contributed to the outreach of the Report by organizing national and regional 
webinars to which WWAP contributed through presentation of the key findings of the Report 
and addressing the questions. Overall, 10 webinars bringing over 800 participants organized. 
 
17. During the period of March to May, the 2020 Report is viewed and downloaded close 
to 30,000 times. This 10,000 more compared to WWDR2019 in the same time period in 2019. 
It is even higher than WWDR2018 statistics, the launch of which coincided with the 8th World 
Water Forum in Brasilia. 
 
18. The twitter impressions, which show how many total times people have seen the tweet, 
reached 400,000. Furthermore, the promotional video featuring some of the findings of the 
WWDR2020 has been viewed over 16,000 times. The video is available with subtitles in 8 
different languages (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S21Ho5nF4PA&list=PLZ1C1YiSPD 
o5gJQk1iSI9EUuecvSw6sOi&index=3).  
 
19. The Report also got good visibility in the news media. The analysis made by DPI 
showed that reputable news agencies, such as The Guardian, Rai News 24, Le Monde and 
Reuters published pieces referring to WWDR2020.  
 
20. WWDR2020 is translated into Spanish thanks to ANEAS (National Association of Water 
and Sanitation Companies) of Mexico and its members. The Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB) supported printing and regional distribution of the Report. The webinar dedicated 
to the launch of WWDR2020 Spanish took place on World Day to Combat Desertification and 
Drought (17 June 2020).  
 
21. WWDR2020 Arabic edition is prepared with the financial support of Prince bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud Foundation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
 
22. The Executive Summary of the WWDR 2020, in addition to hard copy and pdf, is 
available also as audio-file in English, French and Spanish. 
 
23. WWAP submitted a proposal to Stockholm World Water Week organizers for a 
showcase focusing on the findings of the WWDR2020. However, the Water Week was 
cancelled due to the global health crisis. 
 
WWDR2021 “Valuing Water”: 
 
24. In May 2019, WWAP initiated the preparations for the WWDR2021 Developmental 
Workshop. Thirty-three professionals from twenty-four UN-Water members and partners 
gathered at the premises of UNESCO World Water Assessment Programme (WWAP) 
Secretariat on 19-20 September 2019 to discuss the content and structure of the WWDR 2021 
focusing on the theme ‘Valuing Water’. 
 
25. Following the discussions on the scope, overall content and general structure of the 
Report, WWAP prepared the Annotated Table of Contents and circulated it among UN-Water 
members and partners for their feedback. After collecting, evaluating and integrating the 
comments received, WWAP finalized the document in December 2019. Chapter leads were 
also identified in parallel. 
 
26. Out of 13 chapters, WWAP is leading five chapters and co-leading three. IHP is 
responsible for the chapter on Socio-cultural values. The deadline for submission of initial 
drafts were 16 March 2020. WWAP reviewed the Chapters and provided writing guidance to 
lead agencies for revision. WWDR2021 Version 1, bringing the revised Chapters together, 
circulated to UN-Water in June for review. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S21Ho5nF4PA&list=PLZ1C1YiSPD%20o5gJQk1iSI9EUuecvSw6sOi&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S21Ho5nF4PA&list=PLZ1C1YiSPD%20o5gJQk1iSI9EUuecvSw6sOi&index=3
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WWDR2022 “Groundwater”: 
 
27. WWAP started the process for the 2022 Report by preparing background documents 
including literature review, storyline and proposed main messages. These documents are 
circulated to UN-Water members and partners to get their feedback. Due to COVID-19 
epidemy, WWAP has planned an online consultation in September 2020 to discuss the theme 
for the 2022 edition (groundwater) and finalize its annotated table of contents.  
 
WWDR related capacity building activities: 
 
28. WWAP Secretariat prepared training manuals in English and Arabic for WWDR2017, 
WWDR2018 and WWDR2020. The first two are utilized for national training in Cairo (co-
organized on 10-11 October 2018 with the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Sciences in the Arab 
States) and in Beirut (organized on 7-8 October 2019, in collaboration with UNESCO Regional 
Bureau for Education in the Arab States). The training in Tunis (16-17 March 2020) focusing 
on WWDR2018 was cancelled due to COVID19 pandemic. The national trainings in Arab 
region are funded by Prince bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud Foundation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
 
Water and Gender Toolkit: 
 
29. Developing gender responsive water policies is crucial in view of the global 
commitments to gender equality enshrined in the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development. 
In line with the UNESCO gender strategy, in 2015 WWAP developed the first ever 
methodology, and 40 gender-sensitive indicators to collect and analyze sex-disaggregated 
water data for national, regional and global scale assessments, and for monitoring the progress 
in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). In May 2019 WWAP launched the 
2nd edition of the Toolkit on Sex-Disaggregated Water Data at the UNESCO International 
Water Conference. The 2019 WWAP Toolkit includes 105 gender-responsive indicators that 
not only address the SDG 5 (gender) and SDG 6 (water and sanitation), but also reflect the 
interlinkages with the other SDGs. This comprehensive edition includes the updated guidelines 
for data gathering and questionnaires for field surveys, and the methodology. Its scope is to 
tackle the information gap on water and gender, which currently forms a major obstacle to the 
production of scientific evidence of gender inequality, and it is designed to help decision 
makers adopt data-driven water policies that can transform inequalities between men and 
women in the water domain. WWAP has also developed a comprehensive capacity 
development programme on the topic of gender equality and women empowerment in water 
management and governance, with focus on sex-disaggregated water data collection, and 
from data to policy analysis. The training consists of seven interactive macro-modules and 
equips professionals with knowledge on issues related to gender and water. It is currently in 
English, Spanish, Chinese. Other languages are underway (Arabic, French).  
 
Water and Gender Toolkit Capacity Development activities 
 
30. WWAP applied the Toolkit in field work in Latin America, Africa and Central Asia, within 
the gender component of the Groundwater Resources Governance in Transboundary Aquifers 
(GGRETA) project implemented by the UNESCO Division of Water Sciences (IHP). Moreover, 
together with the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), it leads the gender activities in the International 
Waters Learning Exchange and Resources Network (IW:LEARN) Project, funded by the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF), to disseminate its experience with regards to sex-disaggregated 
indicators and data in water resources management and governance  in the GEF International 
Waters (IW) portfolio. 
 
31. In 2018 and 2019, 8 workshops were carried out in 6 countries in Africa (Botswana, 
Namibia, South Africa), Central America (El Salvador & Honduras) and In Asia (regional 
workshop in Thailand). 
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32. In addition to this, a large number of condensed trainings and webinars were carried 
out in over 41 countries, in total enhancing the capacity of over 500 individuals (about 35% 
being male and 65% female). 
 
33. The efforts undertaken by WWAP have contributed to strengthening the capacity of a 
wide array of stakeholders (representatives form government institutions, regional 
organizations, academia and research institutes, civil society, NGOs, UN, etc.) on the 
aforementioned topics. 
 
SDG6 Synthesis Report: 
 
34. WWAP coordinated the UN-Water Task Force that produced the SDG 6 Synthesis 
Report, launched in 2018. A public dialogue on the Report was finalized in early 2019. In order 
to continue promoting the critical role of water for achieving the 2030 Agenda, WWAP, in 
collaboration with several partners including IHP regional hydrologists in Montevideo, Nairobi 
and Cairo Offices and the UN-Water Expert Group on the 2030 Agenda, produced policy 
documents for Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean and the Arab Region on the role of 
water in achieving the SDGs 4, 8, 10, 13, 16 and 17, which went through review at the meeting 
of the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) in July 2019. 


