
 

 

Thirteenth Meeting of the International Advisory Committee (IAC) 

of the Memory of the World Programme 

 

 

UNESCO Headquarters, Paris (Bonvin Building, Room XVI) 

24 to 27 October 2017 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 11, 12, 13 and 14 

 

 

 

 
  



AGENDA ITEM  11.  Safe Havens for Documentary Heritage              

background 

 

ISSUE:   Implementation of IAC Recommendation 11 

In certain areas of the world documentary heritage is at greater risk of loss through natural 

disaster, war, civil unrest and climate change.  Governments, libraries and archives in these 

areas need to make the difficult assessment of what documents are essential for the 

sustainability of governance, local knowledge and cultural inheritance. These documents should 

be systematically copied and the copies lodged for preservation, not use, in a co-operating 

institution at a safe distance. In a few rare instances this is already being done.  For 

documentary heritage at serious risk, the MoW programme might serve as facilitator. 

Recommendation 11 of the IAC Final Report on the MoW Review stated. 

WE RECOMMEND that the MoW Programme launch a “Safe Haven” project in collaboration 
with libraries and archives and other relevant institutions already active, for documentary 
heritage at risk, identifying needs and institutions equipped to help and drafting a model 
agreement for use by the parties involved and Further 
That efforts be made to recognize documentary heritage in the mandate of the international 
fund for the protection of cultural heritage in armed conflict as announced in the Abu Dhabi 
Declaration (3 Dec. 2016) and the Shield for Global Heritage initiative. 
 

The report on the United Nations Security Council decision to adopt resolution 2347 (2017 

March 24) observed: 

The Council stressed that Member States had the primary responsibility to protect their cultural 
heritage, and that efforts must comply with the United Nations Charter and respect the 
principle of sovereignty.  It encouraged Member States to take preventive steps through 
documentation and consolidation of their nationally owned cultural property in a network of 
“safe havens”. 

Furthermore, the Council welcomed actions by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to preserve cultural heritage in peril and to protect and 
promote cultural pluralism, encouraging Member States to support them.  Taking note of the 
UNESCO Heritage Emergency Fund and the international fund to protect endangered cultural 
heritage in armed conflicts established in December, the Council also encouraged Member 
States to provide funds to support preventive and emergency operations. 

ACTION STEPS:  to be developed in discussion 

 



AGENDA ITEM  12.  New Initiatives and Partnerships 

 

ISSUE:   Implementation of IAC Recommendations 14 & 15 

RECOMMENDATION 14    PARTNERSHIPS 
WE RECOMMEND that the MoW Programme renew its partnership with the World Digital 
Library and develop active relationships with similar international programs, recognizing 
shared goals and exploring the synergies of collaboration. And Further 
That UNESCO involve the IAC and related NGOs in initiatives relating to world heritage, 
cultural property, information for all, copyright, access to information, freedom of 
expression:-- issues in which the information professions have both expertise and practical 
experience.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 15:  HERITAGE COLLABORATION 
WE RECOMMEND that UNESCO and the Member States initiate a continuing effort to explore 
the synergies across the UNESCO heritage programmes, to encourage dialogue and joint 
action across the heritage disciplines and to advance projects to demonstrate the possibilities 
of an inclusive approach to humanity’s past.       

 

Our full report, discussed in Berlin drew attention to the importance of partnerships and 

meaningful collaboration in advancing the preservation of documentary heritage.  The key 

points were: 

The broad goals of the MoW Programme are now actively shared by other, successful 

international initiatives.  Several are noted, below, though these are illustrative examples, and 

other related global initiatives must be sought. Resources for MoW to be an active partner will 

be required but the authority and convening power of UNESCO coupled with the MoW brand 

can extend the impact of these other initiatives; all to the advantage of global documentary 

heritage.  We then noted as examples The World Digital Library, The Endangered Archives 

Program, Europeana and a series of programs from which we might learn and get inspired.  … 

In our online consultation, strong support was given to encouraging all UNESCO heritage 

programmes to work together and to engaging Member States in implementing the 2015 

Recommendation.  While the specifics of this recommendation are addressed to Member 

States, the International Advisory Committee would like to draw attention to the pressing need 

for UNESCO to break down its internal compartmentalization, both organizationally and 

conceptually, to give reality both to the 2015 Recommendation and to this Report.    

ACTION STEPS: to be developed in discussion 

 



AGENDA ITEM 13.  MoW Branding and Resources 

This item is introduced in the Agenda in order to discuss options and enhance efforts in making 

the Memory of the World programme sustainable in the future in terms of funding and staffing. 

The 2012 Warsaw Declaration made clear that the MoW programme was unsustainable at 

current resourcing levels1.  Despite the best efforts of the limited Secretariat staffing 

supplemented by the efforts of many archives, libraries and volunteer experts, the situation has 

not changed.   

RECOMMENDATION 2    SUSTAINABILITY   
WE RECOMMEND that UNESCO ensure that the Memory of the World Secretariat is enlarged 
and the operating budget increased in the immediate future to support both the existing 
programme and the enhancements recommended in this report, either from the UNESCO 
regular budget or with help from Member States or by initiating new revenue measures.  
And Further 
That UNESCO establish a MoW fund to receive and administer extra-budgetary funds 
provided to advance the MoW programme.   
 

RECOMMENDATION 13    MoW BRAND 
WE RECOMMEND that the IAC work with UNESCO and private sector experts to develop a 
long-term partnership plan and initiate pilot projects to test possibilities, investing in and 
deliberately building the MoW as a respected brand in preserving authoritative information 
resources for the knowledge society and Further  
That the MoW engage with IFLA, the ICA and the CCAAA to consider new service models for 
the for-profit entities which benefit from free public information services, involving 
acknowledgement and publicity for the institutions preserving documentary heritage, and 
possibly financial support to enable them to continue.  
 

The UNESCO World Heritage Center and World Heritage Sites have a recognizable brand and identity.  

The UNESCO Education Sector has been very successful with 75% of its funding provided by extra-

budgetary sources including donations, private sector partnerships and foundations.  How can we learn 

from and build on their experience?  

 

ACTION STEPS: to be developed in discussion. 

 

 

                                                           
1  UNESCO 190 EX/16. Report by the Secretary General on the Experts’ Meeting on Strengthening the Memory of 
the World Programme.  2012. Annex 1 Recommendations. # 4 & 5.  
 



AGENDA ITEM 14.  MoW Visibility 

 

ISSUE:   Improving visibility of MoW 

Several of the IAC’s Recommendations touch on issues of visibility: of the MoW and the 

International Register, both within UNESCO and around the world. Visibility is advanced by 

the web presence of the MoW and its various documentary resources and teaching modules, 

by the MoW Knowledge Centers, by the work of regional and national MoW committees, and 

their registers, by publicity from inscriptions, by implementation of the 2015 

Recommendation on Documentary Heritage, by participation in conferences and 

consultations and by the efforts of the IAC members and members of Sub, Regional and 

National Committees members.  

 

ACTION STEPS: to be developed in discussion 

 

 

 

 

 


