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BACKGROUND
UNESCO’s Division of Water Sciences
and ARCEAU-IdF (Association of Water
Professionals,
Researchers,
Decision
Makers and elected officials from the Paris
Metropolitan Area), in collaboration with the
Greater Paris Metropolis and the Greater
Paris Sanitation Authority (SIAAP, Syndicat
Interdépartemental pour l’Assainissement
de l’Agglomération Parisienne), are delighted
to be able to share with you the report of the
Second International Conference on Water,
Megacities and Global Change (EauMega).
Following the first EauMega Conference in
2015 and the Pre-conference in 2020, we
were able, despite the Covid-19 pandemic,
to gather over 250 speakers and 2,000+
participants to address the main challenges
faced by megacities in coping with the
effects of global change on water issues.
Following the online Pre-Conference in 2020,
aimed at initiating much-needed discussion
on the challenges and solutions related to
water, megacities and global change, the
conference provided the opportunity, to
debate these issues in greater detail.

CHALLENGES
Beijing, BuenosAires, Lagos, Mexico, Mumbai,
New York, Paris, Tokyo … all megacities
(urban centers which accommodate
more than 10 million inhabitants) facing
“mega”-challenges related to providing
water services for their inhabitants, while
managing the environment. Climate change
effects of intensifying magnitude, together
with global challenges, such as sea level rise,
increasing temperatures or urbanization,
threaten these cities. Now, there is a need
for action to achieve resilient cities.
A transverse and multilevel approach is
proposed, based on the collaboration
between scientists, who advance knowledge,
utilities (in public and private sectors) which
innovate technically and socio-politically,
and local politicians, who, in constant
dialogue with civil society can support new,
fairer and more efficient models of water
governance.

“Megacities are places comprising over 10 million inhabitants, where
everything is possible, but where also – as we know all too well –
tensions exist, particularly those related to resources that are already
over exploited.”
Audrey Azoulay, Director-General, UNESCO
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HIGHLIGTS
This conference followed years of events stressing the importance of water, and the effects that
climate change has both in rural and urban areas. Two months before the World Water Forum in
Dakar, it allowed a large panel of stakeholders from the water field to update on the current and
most pressing issues.
Through more than 100 scientific papers, produced and delivered by over 250 speakers, consisting
of researchers, operators, PhD students and civil society representatives, the Conference provided
a complete scientific and technical overview of the current water challenges faced by megacities as
well as the solutions used to mitigate the effects of climate change.
Sessions organized over this four-day period, were held from 09:00 to 17:30 (CET time), to enable
as many as possible to join the conference. Each session consisted of up to five, 15-minute
presentations, followed by a 15-30 minute open discussion. Simultaneous translation in English and
French was provided via the conference platform to further maximize participation.
The conference also held additional sessions, including two regional sessions (Latin America and the
Caribbean, and Europe and North America), five thematic round tables and one session on youth
perspectives.

12 thematic sessions tackled the following topics:
-

Disaster Risk Reduction
Pre-conference “Water, Megacities and Global Change”: what results one year after?
Knowledge of Technical and Social Conditions
Holistic Water Management
Land Issues and Challenges
Governance Modalities
Strengthening of Sustainable Solidarities
Service Continuity and SDGs
Technical and Technological Solutions
Planning Tools
New Water Culture
Innovative Initiatives

Reinforcing the “science-policy-interface”
This second Conference has highlighted the role of scientists and researchers in supporting the
decision-making process through their various contributions, i.e., their professional insights,
methodologies and advanced assessment tools. They have brought together a wide spectrum of
expertise from across the world, covering a diversity of subjects: flooding, water scarcity, naturebased solutions and governance, amongst others. By bringing this network of scientists together,
the Conference “Water, Megacities and Global Change” has allowed for science to be put at the
service of populations across the world and improved the conditions for better water management
in Megacities. Moreover, political representatives speaking in the different sessions were able to
specify exactly what they were expecting from scientists.
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KEY FIGURES AND
CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE
“In decisions concerning water management, it is necessary to ensure
that all water stakeholders present in cities are involved. Not only do
we need to consider public and private organizations, we also need
to ensure that citizens can participate in the decision-making process
because sometimes their knowledge of the local context is essential for
these solutions to be truly relevant”
Jean-Claude Deutsch – President, Conference Steering Committee

GENDER DISTRIBUTION OF REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS

1%

12%

6%

Over 60 years old

Male

37%

62%

33%

24%

Female

36-46 years old

Prefer not to say

25-35 years old
25%

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF REGISTERED PARTICIPANTS

Latin America and the Caribbean

17%
29%

Europe and North America

2%
32%
20%

47-60 years old

Arab States
Africa

15-24 years old
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YOUTH ENGAGEMENT
AND THE MAWAC
Youth ENGAGEMENT in the conference

MEGACITIES ALLIANCE FOR WATER AND CLIMATE

The conference placed special emphasis on youth, in line
with UNESCO’s Global Priority. This focus was clearly
demonstrated during the Youth Panel which brought together
representatives from around the world as well as the Youth
Declaration that was shared on the last day during the Closing
Ceremony.

By 2030, over one billion people will be living in
approximately 100 very large cities and 60 % of the
world’s population will be living in urban areas. Today, the
urban population ratio surpasses 70% in some regions
and it is projected that population growth in the coming
decades will be higher in urban centers, particularly in
megacities or metropolitan areas of more than 10 million
inhabitants.

The Youth Declaration for the EauMega Conference has been
revised by different youth networks and organizations related
to water management from around the world. The objective
was to establish a commitment to taking practical measures
towards improving water management in megacities and to
call upon other young people to do the same.
The declaration calls on everyone to stand up and participate
in local and national actions for the achievement of better
water management and urges older generations to do more
and faster. The declaration also calls for more political
commitment at national and community levels to tackle
water-related challenges in megacities.
It urges not only the general public, but all stakeholders
to take action. It also gives credit to the actions of youth,
vulnerable groups and communities in the face of impacts
brought by global change in terms of water management.
Finally, the declaration highlights not only measures to be
implemented but also a paradigm shift.

This is the reason why the Programme Committee of the
conference, together with its Steering Committee decided
to involve city representatives and mayors within the
conference. During the afternoon session on the last day
of the conference (Friday, 14 January 2022), participants
had the opportunity to listen to 15 city representatives,
mayors, governors, and water utilities.
Bogota, Cairo, Chicago, Istanbul, Jakarta, Lahore, Lima,
Los Angeles, Mumbai, New York, Paris, Rio de Janeiro,
Santiago, Sao Paulo and Tehran were represented during
this extraordinary assembly. The Megacities Alliance
for Water and Climate aims to provide an international
cooperation forum for dialogue on water to help
megacities both adapt to and mitigate against the effects
of climate change. Numerous initiatives have already
begun and UNESCO, ARCEAU-IdF, SIAAP and the Greater
Paris Metropolis strongly expect that this assembly will
encourage the development of further cooperation
initiatives.
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UNESCO’s Division of Water Sciences and ARCEAU-IdF would like to express their most sincere thanks to the 250+
speakers who shared their experience during the conference. We warmly thank the 19 high-level representatives for
their presence in the opening and closing sessions respectively. We would particularly like to thank the 48 moderators of
the 39 sessions, the Steering Committee members as well as the strong support provided by members of the SIAAP and
the Greater Paris Metropolis. Despite changes experienced due to the pandemic in the months before the conference,
we are very pleased to have been able to count on our water sponsors: Xylem and SIAAP, our gold sponsors: Greater
Paris Metropolis, Syctom and Agence Eau Seine Normandie, our silver sponsors: Eau de Paris and Veolia, and our bronze
sponsors: Haut-de-Seine, Suez, Sedif and Almar Water. The involvement and dedication of the Programme Committee,
the Co-Chairpersons, the Steering Committee and the Youth Steering Committee has been key to the success of the
conference. Last but not least, UNESCO and ARCEAU-IdF are grateful to the 2,000+ participants without whom this event
would neither have been possible, nor successful. Water is the key, and we must learn how to better work together for it..

6

SPONSORS
WATER Sponsors

GOLD Sponsors

BRONZE Sponsors

In-kind & Youth Partners

SILVER Sponsors

Side-Events

WATCH THE RECORDINGS OF ALL THE
CONFERENCE SESSIONS
day 1

day 2

day 3

day 4

9:00
Round
table

Enhancing Resilience in
Blue Cities
3

Disaster Risk Reduction

3/3

Holistic Water Management

2/2

Land Issues and Challenges

1/1

Round
table

Water Governance in
Megacities facing of the
multiplicity of actors and the
challenges of climate change
1

New Water Culture

1/2

Innovative Initiatives

Round
table

Comparing knowledge
and experiences of
Megacities on the
urbanization processes and
their effects on floodplains
4

Round
table

City-Basin dialogue and
climate change adaptation:
how to reconnect cities to
their basins

1/2

5

Break

10:30
Break

11:00

OPENING CEREMONY

Governance modalities

Closing and award ceremony
of the Youth Innovation
Challenge

Break

1/2

Strenghtening of Sustainable
Solidarities 1/1
Sustainable Development Goals
& Service Continuity 1/1

Round
table

Metropolitan Pandemics
Challenges
2

World Youth Perspectives

New Water Culture

CLOSING CEREMONY

2/2

Innovative Initiatives

2/2

12:30
Lunch
Break

side-events:
Xylem / Greater
Paris Metropolis

14:00
1/3

Pre-conference “Water,
Megacities and Global Change”:
what results one year later?
Knowledge of the Technical
and Social Conditions 1/2

Lunch
Break

side-event:
syctom

Governance modalities
Disaster Risk Reduction

15:30

Lunch
Break

side-event:
be water one

Lunch
Break

side-event:
think tank
(re)sources

2/2

Technical and Technological
Solutions 1/2
Regional Session: Europe-North
America, under the auspices
of the Megacities Alliance
for Water and Climate :
Metropolitan CITIRISE
Challenges

Break

Assembly of Mayors and
Governors under the
auspices of the Megacities
Alliance for Water and
Climate (MAWAC)

Break

Opening of the Youth
Innovation Challenge

16:00
Planning Tools

1/1

Technical and Technological
Disaster Risk Reduction

2/3

Holistic Water Management
Knowledge of the Technical
and Social Conditions 2/2

17:30
19:00

1/2

2/2

Regional Session: Latin America
and the Caribbean, under the
auspices of the Megacities
Alliance for Water and
Climate : Water and sanitation
during the Covid-19 pandemic
in megacities informal
neighborhoods

side-event:
think tank (re)sources

Watch the replay

254 speakers
2,000+ attendees from 120 different countries
39 sessions
8,000+ people reached daily on Twitter
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