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On the occasion of the Preparatory Committee  

for the Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (PrepCom1)  
at United Nations Headquarters in New York,  

UNESCO is pleased to invite you to a virtual side-event:  

 

Language Matters for Development,  
Peace, and Reconciliation:  

The Case for Least Developed Countries  

 
 

Thursday, May 27, 2021 
13:15 to 14:45 (New York Time, EST) 

 
 

Online Registration 
 

https://www.un.org/ldc5/content/programme-side-events
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItcuCvqzkpGNYVk5CpKPQ3oIMLsqJAa7B_
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Introduction 
 
Information and knowledge are key determinants of peace and security, development and 
human rights. Language is a prerequisite for human interaction in all spheres of life, and 
enables the delivery of information and knowledge coded in diverse sociocultural, political, 
economic and other contexts. In building truly inclusive and participatory societies, it is 
important to ensure that everyone has the opportunity to use one’s language in public 
spheres and on the Internet.  
 
The Istanbul Programme of Action (IPoA) calls for an integrated approach to development 
that takes into account human rights and principles of equity and participation. By 
highlighting the role of language for self-expression, inclusion and participation in society, 
the time is now for all stakeholders to recognize the needs of indigenous language users in 
the Least Developed Countries and how these needs can be addressed through the 
promotion of the rights of indigenous peoples, notably as regards language. 
 
Linguistic diversity and multilingualism were recently recognized and reaffirmed as priority 
areas for the international community, with the proclamation by the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) of the International Decade of Indigenous Languages (2022-2032). As 
one of the immediate responses to the UNGA resolution on the proclamation of the 
International Decade, UNESCO, in cooperation with a wide range of partners, is developing 
a Global Action Plan for Making a Decade of Action for Indigenous Languages. 
 
The side-event will provide an open space to discuss the role of language for development, 
peace building and reconciliation processes, including in the context of the development of 
the Global Action Plan for the International Decade. 

 
Objectives of the side-event 
 

 Raise awareness on the importance of linguistic diversity for development efforts in the 
Least Developed Countries and of international commitments to promote linguistic 
diversity and multilingualism, such as the International Decade of Indigenous 
Languages (IDIL2022-2032); 
 

 Mobilize additional support for the preparation of a comprehensive and inclusive Global 
Action Plan, considering the needs of Least Developed Countries; 

 

 Give representatives of indigenous peoples and their organizations an opportunity to 
voice their concerns on the matter and what priority issues should be considered for 
the development of the forthcoming Programme of Action; 

 

 Pave the way for community involvement in decision making processes, notably by 
exemplifying the importance of providing opportunities to all stakeholders to partake in 
UN processes of direct concern to their communities 
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Agenda / List of speakers  
 

 
Date  

 
 Thursday, May 27, 2021, 13:15 – 14:45 PM (EST) – 90 min 

 

  
Opening segment  
 

13:15 – 13:25 Opening remarks 
Moderator: Mr Firmin Edouard Matoko, Assistant Director-General for Priority Africa and 
External Relations, UNESCO 

 Opening remarks  

 Introductions of speakers 

 
Segment: Meeting global commitment - leaving no one behind in development 
 

13:25 – 13:35 Leaving no one behind in development 
H.E. Ms Dominique Dupuy, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Haiti to UNESCO 
(Haiti) 

13:35 – 13:45 Access to information in health (COVID-19)   
Dr Mariam Wallet Med Aboubakrine, Member, The African Indigenous Peoples Network 
(AIPN), Member of the Global Task Force for Making a Decade of Action for Indigenous 
Languages and Former Chair of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues (Mali) 

13:45 – 13:55 Indigenous media  
Mr Devkumar Sunuwar, Chairperson, Indigenous Television (Nepal) 

 

Segment: Recognizing language as a global public good and national identity 

 

13:55 – 14:05 Evidence based language statistics for informed policy making from ongoing 
regional study on the Arab States 

Mr Bouazza Bouchkhar, Expert in Statistics involved in the UNESCO’s regional survey 
on languages in the Arab States (Morocco) 

14:05 – 14:15 Supporting indigenous peoples right to preserve and use their languages 

Mr Binota Moy Dhamai, School of Regulation and Global Governance, Australian 
National University (ANU); Expert, Expert Mechanism of the Right of Indigenous 
Peoples; Member of the Global Task Force for Making a Decade of Action for Indigenous 
Languages (Bangladesh)  

 

Segment: Language matters for development, peace building and reconciliation 

 

14:15 – 14:25 Language economy and education 

Professor Joseph Lo Bianco, Former President, Australian Academy of the Humanities 
and Professor of Language and Literacy Education, University of Melbourne (Australia) 

 
Conclusions segment: Making a Decade for Indigenous Languages 

 

14:25 – 14:35 Q&A  

14:35 – 14:45 Closing remarks  

Mr Firmin Edouard Matoko, Assistant Director-General for Priority Africa and External 
Relations, UNESCO  

  



 

 4 

 
 
Speakers’ Short bios: 
 
Mr Firmin Edouard Matoko, Assistant Director-General for Priority Africa and External 
Relations, UNESCO 
 
Mr Matoko is a holder of a diploma in Political Sciences and International Relations from the 
University Cesare Alfieri (Florence, Italy) and a diploma in Hautes Etudes 
internationales from the Centre d’Etudes stratégiques et diplomatiques de Paris, Mr. Matoko 
currently is the Assistant Director-general of the Priority Africa and External Relations, 
UNESCO. Prior, he was Director of the UNESCO Liaison Office with the African Union (AU) 
and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), as well as UNESCO 
Representative to Ethiopia. He served as Director in Quito and Bamako UNESCO Cluster 
Offices and as Chief of the Education for Peace, Human Rights and Democracy Section, in 
the Division for the Promotion of Quality Education of the Education Sector as well as Senior 
Programme Specialist of the Culture of Peace National Programmes Unit in UNESCO’s 
Paris Headquarters. 
 
Dr Mariam Wallet Med Aboubakrine (Mali) 
 
Dr Mariam Wallet Med Aboubakrine (Mariam) is a Tuareg woman from Timbuktu in Mali. 
Mariam has a multidisciplinary background in medicine, humanitarian action and education 
sciences. Over the last twenty years, she has been strongly advocating for Indigenous 
peoples’ rights at the international, regional and national levels, including in the Sahel region 
and Canada. She is the former President of the United Nations Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues (UNPFII). As such, she vigorously advocated with other Indigenous 
representatives for the adoption by the UN General Assembly of 2019 as the International 
Year of Indigenous Languages and later on an International Decade of Indigenous 
Languages (IDIL), 2022-2032. In the continuity of this engagement, she is now part of the 
UNESCO Global Task Force for IDIL. Mariam is member and board member of several 
Indigenous organizations (Association Tinhinan, Land is Life, etc.) and academic institutions 
(CIERA-UQO) where she brings tremendous interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary expertise 
related to cultural safe health and education, gender, and human rights in the global and 
local Indigenous contexts. 
 
Mr Devkumar Sunuwar, Chairperson, Indigenous Television (Nepal) 
 
Dev Kumar Sunuwar was born and raised in a Koĩts-Sunuwar Indigenous community in the 
remote village of Kubu-Kasthali in Ramechhap, Nepal. Sunuwar holds Masters degrees in 
Journalism and Mass Communication, Political Science, and Law, specializing in 
international law and human rights from Tribhuvan University in Nepal. 
 

Mr Bouazza Bouchkhar (Morocco) 
 
Mr Bouazza Bouchkhar, is a statistician expert and international consultant with more than 
22 years of experience, including 18 years of experience working in the Statistical Office of 
Morocco and more than 10 years as consultant to international organizations (UNCTAD, 
ITU, UNDP, AFDB, SESRIC, ESCWA, UNESCO), with full  understanding of research 
methodologies, monitoring, analysis and evaluation of quantitative and qualitative subjects: 
surveys, sampling, questionnaires, structured interviews, collection of administrative 
statistics, design and development of metadata, statistical analysis of data etc. Especially, 
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he has a long experience in the collection, compilation, analysis and dissemination of 
statistical data in several fields. He is familiar with the main issues relating to the economic, 
demographic, social and environmental sectors (regulatory, institutional and 
organizational issues), in Arab, African and the Mediterranean regions, and their statistical 
information systems (information sources, data exchange protocols, methods of collecting 
and compiling data, data reliability, methods of processingوstorage, and dissemination).  He 
has a good understanding of the national statistical systems in developing and less 
developed countries (in many regions in the world and in particular in Arab and African 
regions), their challenges and SDG issues. Experience in analysis of national, regional and 
international development strategies and the statistical needs for their design, monitoring 
and evaluation.  He has his Statistical Engineer degree from National Institute of Statistics 
and Applied Economics (INSEA) –Rabat (1991 – 1996), and Master of Business 
Administration (MAE) from Institute of Business Administration of Poitiers (IAE)- Poitiers 
University- France (2014-2016).  
 
Mr Binota Moy Dhamai (Bangladesh) 
 
Binota Moy Dhamai has more than 15 years of experience in the Indigenous Peoples rights 
movement, network building, campaign and advocacy, in the national, Asia regional and 
international forum. He is a member of the Jumma-Tripura, one of the indigenous peoples 
of the Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh. He led as Coordinator the Asia Indigenous 
Peoples Caucus (2009-2014) to the United Nations Permanent Forum on indigenous issues 
(UNPFii), and the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) of 
the UN Human Rights Council. From 2013 to 2014, he represented Asia indigenous peoples 
group to the Indigenous Global Coordinating Group on the UN World Conference on 
Indigenous Peoples 2014. GCG was the political decision-making body with regard to 
indigenous peoples’ engagement at the WCIP 2014 processes which concluded in 
September 2014 in New York by the UN General Assembly. Dhamai is currently serving as 
the Member of AIPP Executive Council (Chair, Human Rights Program Committee) and a 
Member of the Board of Trustee (current Chair) of the UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous 
Peoples. He has been representing AIPP in the ESCR-Net since 2016 and been actively 
engaged through with Social Movement Working Group and Economic Policy Working 
Group, as well as providing support to AIPP representative to the ESCR-Net Women 
Working Group and Corporate Accountability Working Group. He was elected to the ESCR-
Net Board in 2018. 
 
Professor Joseph (Joe) Lo Bianco (Australia) 
 
Professor Joseph (Joe) Lo Bianco is professor emeritus in language and literacy education 
at the, University of Melbourne.  In 1987, he authored Australia’s first national language 
policy, recognised as the first comprehensive multilingual policy in the world, and between 
1990 and 2002 was Director of Language Australia/The National Languages and Literacy 
Institute of Australia.  He was elected President of the Australian Academy of the Humanities 
in 2012, the first educator to serve in this role. His academic specialisation is in language 
policy analysis, accompanied by practical language policy advising. He has had many 
assignments concerned with minority language rights, literacy and social opportunity, 
language policy and planning with a specific interest in conflict mitigation in multi-ethnic 
societies in South East Asia, educational equity for immigrant and Indigenous populations, 
multilingual and anti-racist education and language revitalisation. In recent years he has 
devised and directed a 8 year project in Southeast Asia for UNICEF under the title of 
Language, Education and Social Cohesion, focusing on conflict resolution and language 
rights in Malaysia, Myanmar and South Thailand.  He was consultant to a six-year project 
on Multilingual Cities in 12 European municipalities responding to recent inflows of 
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immigrants. Through this work he has pioneered a form of language problem solving called 
the Facilitated Dialogue which transforms public policy processes into realistic solutions and 
advances the notion of language rights.  He has more than 25 books and major reports and 
over 130 articles and chapters. 
 

Information about the Preparatory Committee  
 
https://www.un.org/ldc5/content/programme-side-events 
 

 
Information about the online registration  
 
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItcuCvqzkpGNYVk5CpKPQ3oIMLsqJAa7B_ 
 

 
Information about the side-event 
 
https://events.unesco.org/event?id=1113296902&lang=1033 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.un.org/ldc5/content/programme-side-events
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItcuCvqzkpGNYVk5CpKPQ3oIMLsqJAa7B_
https://events.unesco.org/event?id=1113296902&lang=1033

