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The transformative power of ESD for
the world beyond Covid-19
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Wednesday, 9 December 2020
12:30 – 13:30 GMT+1

Agenda

ESD and Global Health: Recognizing the inter-linkage
of the health of people and the planet
Background
In preparation of the UNESCO World Conference on ESD on 17-19 May 2021, in Berlin,
Germany, in which ESD for 2030 framework will be officially launched, UNESCO is organizing a
series of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) online workshops in cooperation with
the Federal Ministry of Education and Research of Germany, and with the German Commission
for UNESCO as advisory partner. The aim is to explore how ESD contributes to building a world
that is more sustainable and equitable, and how ESD provides the basis for how to recover and
rebuild beyond the Covid-19 pandemic.

Objectives and key questions for online workshop #4
Our natural environment provides us with the essentials we need to survive and thrive in this
world. Access to clean water and air, healthy nutrition and the absence of natural catastrophes
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are very obvious examples of how environmental conditions will directly impact not only our
life expectancy, but also our quality of life. However, there are also more complex interlinkages
between the health of people and planet.
More people now understand how climate change and extreme weather conditions, the loss of
biodiversity and pollution significantly increase the likelihood of emerging new and zoonotic
diseases (diseases that transfer from wild animals onto humans). The change of our
environment effects the emergence and the progression of infectious disease as currently
Covid-19 or also Ebola. But also non-communicable disease (NCDs) - diseases which develop
over time due to certain lifestyles or environmental factors, mental health, nutrition,
displacement and general wellbeing - are highly connected to our natural environment.
Conversely, research shows that a strong connection to nature can improve wellbeing and
general health.
ESD contributes to human health by promoting knowledge, skills, values and attitudes on the
interlinkages between the environment and human wellbeing, in particular around issues such
as climate change, zoonosis, pollution, sustainable food, and social and emotional wellbeing.
In the light of the above, this session will address the following questions:
•

What are the interlinkages of between the health of the planet and people?

•

How can ESD contribute to strengthen the awareness that protecting the planet’s
health affects humans’ health1?

Date
The online workshop will be held on Wednesday, 9 December 2020 at 12:30 – 13:30 GMT+1
(60 min)

Agenda
Moderator: Ms Joanna Herat, Senior project officer, Section of Health and Education, UNESCO
Outline of the online workshop
Welcome remarks
12:30 –
13:30
GMT+1

Ms Vibeke Jensen, Director, Division for Peace and Sustainable Development, Education
Sector, UNESCO
Introduction of the workshop rules, the agenda and the speakers

(60 min)
Short fact-check quiz poll

1

Planetary health is defined as the health of human civilization and the state of the natural systems on which it
depends (the Lancet, 2015)
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•

Mr David Nabarro, Former Special Adviser to the United Nations Secretary-General
on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and Climate Change. Co-chair of
the forum on Climate Change and Health, WHO special Envoy for Covid-19

•

Ms Jeni Miller, Executive Director, The Global Climate and Health Alliance

•

Ms Bharti Mishra, Teacher, Ex-PGT Biology, The Shikshiyan School, Gurgaon, India

•

Mr Zitouni Ould-Dada, Deputy Director, Office of Climate Change, Biodiversity and
Environment (OCB), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

•

Mr Shane O'Connor, Education lead, Life University (tbc)

Q&A
Closing and outlook of next online workshop

Technical specifications
The online workshop will be held on Zoom. The workshop is conducted in English and live
interpretation will be provided in French and German. Written interactions during the online
workshop are available in English and French. Questions can be submitted via the chat function
during the workshop or before the workshop to future.esd@unesco.org

Organizers and partners
The series of online workshops is organized by UNESCO in cooperation with the Federal
Ministry of Education and Research of Germany, and with the German Commission for
UNESCO as advisory partner.
WITH THE ADVISORY SUPPORT OF

Contact
Mr Alexander Leicht, Chief of Section, Section of Education for Sustainable Development,
Education Sector, UNESCO at future.esd@unesco.org. More details are being made available
on the website.

Stay in touch
UNESCO Section of Education for Sustainable Development
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ESD: Future.esd@unesco.org

Concept Note Online Workshop #4
ESD and Covid-19

