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IUCN – the world’s largest 
environmental network
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Nature-based solutions at the 
centre of IUCN’s programme
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2020 Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE



‘Nature provides $72 trillion a year 
in “free” goods and services to the 
global economy’
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Nature-based 
solutions

Actions to protect, sustainably 

manage and restore natural or 

modified ecosystems that address 

societal challenges, while also 

providing human wellbeing and 

biodiversity benefits
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Nature contributes to 
resilience 

6INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE



IUCN’s work on nature-based 
solutions and eco-DRR for climate 
change adaptation
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Ecosystems protecting 
infrastructure and 
communities  (EPIC) 
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National

Global

Local

Multi-stakeholder 

dialogues



EPIC – Nepal
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Demonstration site at Gharelu, Nepal (©Sanjaya Devkota)

Before interventions After interventions

Lessons learnt:

• Policy arguments stronger when based on rigorous science 

and economic valuation

• Community participation built community ownership and 

included local knowledge



GrowGreen – climate
and water resilience in cities
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Horizon 2020 project to create demonstration projects and city-

wide strategies for nature-based solutions

‘Green map’ of city trees

Zadar, Croatia 
Local vegetable gardens

Valencia, Spain



Forest Landscape
Restoration – ROAM 
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Restoration Opportunity 
Assessment 
Methodology (ROAM)

• To rapidly identify and 
analyse areas 
suitable for forest 
landscape restoration 
and prioritise them

• To identify costs and 
benefits of restoration 
types

Bonn Challenge to bring 150 million ha into 

restoration by 2020 and 350 million ha by 2030
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Panorama Solutions

www.panorama.solutions

• Partnership initiative to 

document and promote 

examples of inspiring, 

replicable solutions

• Case studies with success

factors and context



IUCN Standard for Nature-
Based Solutions
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Global Standard for the Design and Verification of Nature-

based Solutions to:

• Create common understanding of what a good NBS is

• Inform planning, design and implementation

Seven criteria with indicators for 

self assessment



Scaling up nature-based
solutions and eco-DRR

14

• Effective partnerships

• Robust evidence base

• Costed demonstrations at scale

• Coherent policy framework

• Resources for action



Thank you
Kate Reilly

EU Programme Officer for Nature-Based Solutions
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