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On many days in the final stages of the political negotiations for South Africa’s democracy the chair 
closed with the words, “we have reached consensus through exhaustion!” That might the point we are 
at now! But thank you for the opportunity to say a few words.  

This closing session is a bridge between the International Development Co-operation Partners meeting 
and our General Assembly. The ideas from this meeting must be taken into, and panel beaten into an 
action plan at the next meeting.  

Over the last two days, I have been listening to the presentations in plenary, as well as in the corridors, 
and in bilateral engagements with those who have taken the time to be here.  

It’s clear to me we need two things going forward: resources, and resourcefulness! We live in difficult 
times. ODA is running dry. We simply cannot go to donors hat in hand and expect to be bailed out. 
There is a great deal of in-kind support that GAMAG members can and already are offering. But we 
need dedicated resources for GAMAG to lift off the ground. We cannot talk about good governance, 
transparency and accountability without good administration. None of the members can shoulder this 
burden alone.  

There has been interesting discussion is several quarters about the need for a Gender and Media Fund. 
UNESCO administers the IPDC. A Gender and Media Fund is surely not beyond the realm of 
possibility and it is needed. But perhaps this may be more in the medium term.  

For now, GAMAG needs to get its structures functioning, so that we can be a meaningful partner in 
such a fund. We need:  

A virtual secretariat, centrally coordinated but bringing together the key nodal points of GAMAG, 
especially in the regions. 

A coordinator (eventually a fully funded Secretary General and staff) to run core activities.  

In kind support from members in hosting/ driving these activities.  
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Complementary donor funds to provide coordination/ administrative/ IT support.  

This would enable us to action the following strategic initiatives that have been identified at this 
meeting:  

Coordinated advocacy on the Global Media Monitoring Project that provides key, up to date evidence 
for our work.  

A set of gender equality standards that media houses and training institutions could sign up to – these 
could be blue for entry level, graduating to silver, gold and platinum, to bear the UN quality assurance 
stamp.  

Sharing of content, training materials etc. 

Visibility actions – eg each member carrying the GAMAG logo on the front page of their websites. 

A community of practice on gender equality in and through the media.  

Sharing of “what works” in various parallel sessions, with prizes and awards, at the next General 
Assembly, in a year from now.  

At Gender Links, we have two mottos. One is, don’t get angry, get smart! The other is, nothing 
succeeds like success!  

If we start to make things happen, we will not be disappointed. This is what we must do in the next 
two days!   
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