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1. Rationale and Objectives 

 
In today’s context of globalization, often characterized by mistrust, intolerance and 
tension, the Silk Roads offer an instructive example of a long-lasting legacy of 
exchanges, dialogue and cooperation. A better understanding of the cultural 
interactions and mutual influences that have generated the common heritage of the 
Silk Roads reinforces intercultural dialogue, peace and cooperation.  

To that purpose, UNESCO is developing an Interactive Atlas of Cultural 
Interactions along the Silk Roads, by using information and communication 
technologies (ICTs). 

The Atlas will highlight the mutual influences of cultures along the Silk Roads and the 
common tangible and intangible heritage that they built together throughout history. On 
the basis of the knowledge developed by UNESCO and its partners in different regions, 
i.e., These cultural interactions will be mapped through specific themes or entry points 
such as: science; know-how and technology; pharmacology and medicine; costumes 
and clothing; religions, spirituality rituals and celebrations; mythology and fantasy; 
languages and literature; art, music and musical instruments; food production and 
gastronomy.  

The Atlas will illustrate the historical and geographical imprints of the Silk Roads, as 
well as the various networks developed to facilitate the exchanges of goods, 
instruments, ideas, believes and knowledge along these historic Routes of Dialogue.  

The Atlas, which will target the general public, will use the latest techniques to map the 
historicity, diversity and complexity of the common heritage of the Silk Roads. It will be 
available on-line and free of charge to the general public via the UNESCO Silk Road 
Online Platform and partner websites.  A printed version could also be produced for 
distribution to major libraries as well as research, academic and cultural centers of the 
countries along the Silk Roads and beyond.   

In order to discuss the content of the Atlas, UNESCO organized a consultative meeting 
in Beijing, China, from 31 May to 1 June 2017, in partnership with the China World 
Peace Foundation. It allowed us to (i) indicate the main features of the Atlas; (ii) define 
the methodological approach and the steps to be followed; and (iii) discuss the 
partnerships and collaboration to be developed. 



UNESCO also organized, in November 2017, a follow-up meeting in Paris at UNESCO 
Headquarters to further discuss the methodologies and the technologies to be used to 
achieve the objective of the Atlas. It was decided to focus on two main themes: Music 
and Musical Instruments and Food Production and Gastronomy, in order to draw the 
necessary lessons for the mapping of the other themes. 

2. The objectives of the expert meeting  

In order to discuss the mapping of the Food Production and Gastronomy theme 
UNESCO is organizing, from 16 to 17 July 2018, in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, an expert 
meeting, in collaboration with the Academy of Science of Mongolia. 

 Around 12 international specialists, as well as experts from Mongolia, will be invited 
to discuss: 

- food production systems and shared gastronomic traditions along the Silk 
Roads; 
 

- the circulation of  knowledge, know-how and techniques related to food 
production and gastronomy along the Silk Roads; 
 

- the mutual influences and cultural interactions that occurred around food 
production and gastronomy between peoples living along the Silk Roads; 
 

- the main farm produce and types of food that have best circulated and 
influenced the cuisine and sociocultural behavior of peoples along the Silk 
Roads; 
 

- the narratives and  literature related to food and gastronomy and their impact 
on today’s cultures ; 
 

- the approaches, methodologies and tools to be used to best showcase this 
history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 1: (Sunday, 15 July 2018) 
 
23:30               Arrival of participants and registration 
 
Day 2: (Monday, 16 July 2018) 
 
10:00 - 10:30  Opening session     
 
10:30 - 12:30      1st session: The different systems of food production and shared 

gastronomic traditions developed along the Silk Roads 
   
12:30 - 14:30  Lunch break 
    
14:30 - 16:30 2nd session:     The circulation of knowledge, know-how and 

techniques related to food production and gastronomy within 
different countries along the Silk Roads 

   
16:30 - 16:45   Coffee break  
 
16:45 - 17:45  3rd session:     The mutual influences and cultural interactions 

around food production and gastronomy between peoples living 
along the Silk Roads 

   
19:00 - 21:00   Dinner  
 

 
Day 3: (Tuesday 17, July 2018) 
 
9:30 - 11:30  4th session: The main farm produce and types of food that have 

best circulated and influenced the cuisine and sociocultural 
behaviors of peoples along the Silk Roads 

 
11:30 - 11:45   Coffee break  
 
11:45 – 13:00 5th session: The narratives and literature related to food and 

gastronomy and their impact on today’s cultures  
 
13:00: - 15:00  Lunch break  
 
15:00 – 17:00 6th session: The approaches, methodologies and tools to be used 

to best showcase this history  
 
17:00 - 17:15   Coffee break  
 
17:15 – 18:00 Conclusion and closing session  
   
19:00 – 21:00 Dinner   
 
Day 4: (Wednesday, 18 July 2018): Programme: to be discussed with Nat.Com of 
Mongolia    


