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#6 The ancient futures: Un-learning and re-learning 
our way towards a post-carbon future 

Background 

UNESCO and UNFCCC are launching a series of eight monthly conversations, one every month 
from April to December, focused on climate change education on the road to COP27, which 
will be held in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt on 7-18 November 2022. 

The series is dedicated to the goal of greening every education policy and curriculum to ensure 
that every learner is equipped with the knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes to tackle 
climate change and promote sustainable development. The series highlights the central role of 
education in promoting social transformation, which implies a certain level of disruption in 
individual action intertwined with reorganization of societal structures towards a more just 
and sustainable direction.  

The series is organized in view of the UNESCO global framework on Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) for the period 2020-2030, entitled “Education for Sustainable 
Development: Towards achieving the SDGs (ESD for 2030)”, as well as Glasgow work 
programme on Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) to promote transformative education 
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https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370215.locale=en
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370215.locale=en
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop26_auv_3b_Glasgow_WP.pdf
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop26_auv_3b_Glasgow_WP.pdf
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to tackle the climate crisis, and feeds into the ACE Hub, an initiative launched by UNFCCC and 
the German Federal State of North Rhine-Westphalia in 2022 to foster education and public 
awareness, training, public access to information and participation in climate change action. 

Objectives and key questions for webinar #6 

 
In the past centuries, a dualistic view between humans and nature has been predominant, 
leading to unbridled exploitation of the planet's natural resources. This anthropocentric view 
of the environment is opposed to the tradition of 'oneness', particularly from indigenous 
communities, which envisions humans and nature as a whole. This relationship is characterized 
by values such as respect, care, and responsibility for the natural spaces.  
 
Local and indigenous knowledge relates to “the understandings, skills and philosophies 
developed by societies with long histories of interaction with their natural surroundings” 
(UNESCO Local and Indigenous Knowledge System). “It has developed over millennia and is still 
developing in a living process, including knowledge acquired today and in the future, and it is 
passed on from generation to generation.”(Inuit Circumpolar Council, 2022) In particular, 
although indigenous people are only 6% of the global population and live on a quarter of the 
earth's surface, they protect 80% of the remaining biodiversity and possess traditional 
knowledge and expertise on ways to adapt, mitigate and respond to climate change (World 
Bank, 2022).  
 
For the survival of the planet, it is imperative to protect, preserve and apply local and 
indigenous knowledge, values such as respect for the environment and each other, and 
expertise of local communities to address climate change. It entails un-learning and re-learning 
world views that would support transformation of our societies into a post-carbon future. 
 
The sixth session aims to investigate the values and practices embedded in local and 

indigenous knowledge systems across the world and provide examples of how they can be 

integrated into education to help societal transformation to address the climate crisis. 

The session will address the following questions: 

• What are the key messages from local and indigenous knowledge and values to be 
embedded in climate education? 
 

• How can local and indigenous knowledge and values be fostered in teaching and learning 
on climate change? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.unesco.org/links
https://www.inuitcircumpolar.com/icc-activities/environment-sustainable-development/indigenous-knowledge/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/indigenouspeoples
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/indigenouspeoples
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Agenda 

 
Moderator: Ms Khalissa Ikhlef, Programme Specialist, Small Islands and Indigenous Knowledge Section, 
UNESCO  

 
Date 

The webinar will be held on Tuesday, 27 September at 12:30 – 13:30 GMT+2 (60 min). 
 

Technical specifications 

The webinar will be held on Zoom and a YouTube livestream will be provided. The webinar is 
conducted in English and live interpretation will be provided in French. Written interactions 
during the session are available in English and French. 
 

Organizers and partners 

The series of webinars is organized by UNESCO and UNFCCC.  
  

Contact  

• Section of Education for Sustainable Development, Education Sector, UNESCO at 

future.esd@unesco.org  

• Action for Climate Empowerment team, UNFCCC at ace@unfccc.int. 

Outline of the sixth webinar 

12:30-
13:30  

GMT+2 

(60 min) 

Introduction of the session rules, the agenda, and the speakers   

[Moderated panel discussion on the key questions] 
 
• What are the key messages from local and indigenous knowledge and values to be 

embedded in climate change education? 

• How can local and indigenous knowledge and values about climate change be 

fostered in teaching and learning? 

[Panel] 
 
• Ms Helena Norberg-Hodge, Author and film maker, founder/director of the non-

profit organisation Local Futures 

• Ms Natalia Herrera, Project Coordinator at Coschool and Co-Lead at Tierra Maestra, 

Colombia 

• Mr Rahul Goswami, Expert facilitator for the UNESCO Convention for the 

Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia and Pacific region, India  

[Moderation Q&A] 
 

Closing and outlook of next webinar 
 

mailto:future.esd@unesco.org
mailto:ace@unfccc.int
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More details will be made available on the UNESCO ESD webpage and UNFCCC ACE Hub.   

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/climate-change-education-social-transformation
https://unfccc.int/topics/education-youth/action-for-climate-empowerment-hub
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