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#4 Now or never: Adapting teaching and learning in 
a changed climate 
 
Background 
UNESCO and UNFCCC are launching a series of eight monthly conversations, one every month 
from April to December, focused on climate change education on the road to COP27, which 
will be held in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt on 7-18 November 2022. 

The series is dedicated to the goal of greening every education policy and curriculum to ensure 
that every learner is equipped with the knowledge, skills, values, and attitudes to tackle 
climate change and promote sustainable development. The series highlights the central role of 
education in promoting social transformation, which implies a certain level of disruption in 
individual action intertwined with reorganization of societal structures towards a more just 
and sustainable direction.  

The series is organized in view of the UNESCO global framework on Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) for the period 2020-2030, entitled “Education for Sustainable 
Development: Towards achieving the SDGs (ESD for 2030)”, as well as Glasgow work 
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programme on Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) to promote transformative education 
to tackle the climate crisis, and feeds into the ACE Hub, an initiative launched by UNFCCC and 
the German Federal State of North Rhine-Westphalia in 2022 to foster education and public 
awareness, training, public access to information and participation in climate change action. 

Objectives and key questions for webinar #4  

Climate change is a reality that affects our lives daily. According to the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report, people and ecosystems will have more room to adapt if 
we limit global warming to 1.5°C. But despite our efforts to reduce global net emissions to 
reach the 'net zero' around 2050, we will see the concentration of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere in the coming decades. Global temperatures will continue to rise, bringing 
enormous risks such as an increase in the frequency and intensity of extreme climate and 
weather events. The IPCC report Climate Change 2022 Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability 
(2022), says that adaptation is “reducing the climate risks and vulnerability mostly via 
adjustment of existing systems” (p.22). This includes adaptation measures addressing water 
scarcity and food production, health, and well-being, including mental health, as well as cities 
and infrastructures. 

Climate change adaptation needs to also be embedded in education to prepare learners to 
adapt and live in the changed climate, thereby minimizing the negative impacts while 
anticipating changes in the future. Education on climate change adaptation should be a lifelong 
learning process that equips learners with the needed practical knowledge, skills, values, and 
attitudes to live in the new climate realities as well as socio-emotional resilience to face 
possible climate anxiety. It is highly linked with resilience thinking for learners to be able to 
have “not just the ability to maintain essential function, identity, and structure, but also the 
capacity for transformation” and to value “diverse forms of knowledge such as scientific, as 
well as Indigenous knowledge and local knowledge in understanding and evaluating climate 
adaptation processes and actions.” (IPCC, 2022, p.9). 

The fourth session of the webinar series on climate change education reflects on the meaning 
of “climate change adaptation” in the educational context and investigates what type of 
knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values need to be fostered in educational policies and 
curricula to help learners to adapt to climate change.  

 

The session will address the following questions: 
 

• What does “climate change adaptation” mean in the educational context?  

• How can education prepare students to adapt and be more resilient to the climate 
crisis?  

  

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cop26_auv_3b_Glasgow_WP.pdf
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Agenda 
 
Moderator: Lynndina Christine Essack, Senior education officer, Education for Sustainable 
Development, Ministry of Education, Seychelles 

 
Date 
The webinar will be held on Tuesday, 26 July 2022 at 10:00 – 11:00 GMT+2 (60 min). 
 
Technical specifications 
The webinar will be held on Zoom and a YouTube livestream will be provided. The webinar is 
conducted in English and live interpretation will be provided in French. Written interactions 
during the session are available in English and French. 
 
Organizers and partners 

The series of webinars is organized by UNESCO and UNFCCC.  
  
Contact  

Outline of the fourth webinar 

10:00-
11:00  

GMT+2 

(60 min) 

Introduction of the session rules, the agenda, and the speakers   
 
[Input presentation] 
Setting the scene: Climate change adaptation and its implications in education 
 

• Koko Warner, Manager, Vulnerability subdivision, UNFCCC  

[Moderated panel discussion on the key questions] 
 

• What does “climate change adaptation” mean in the educational context?  

• How can education prepare learners to adapt and be more resilient to the climate 
crisis? 

[Panel] 
 

• Gareth Lavan, Policy Lead, Climate Education and Sustainability Leadership, 
Sustainability and Climate Change Unit, Department for Education, UK  

• Ralger D. Jocson, Jr. Head - Center for Teaching and Learning, Philippine Normal 
University Visayas 

• Ashawnté Russel, Youth Environmental and Conservation Activist, Bahamas 

• Randall Waetchter, Assistant Dean, Associate Professor, School of Graduate Studies 
Associate Director of Research in St. George's University, Grenada (West Indies)  

[Moderation Q&A] 
 

Closing and outlook of next webinar 
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• Section of Education for Sustainable Development, Education Sector, UNESCO at 
future.esd@unesco.org  

• Action for Climate Empowerment team, UNFCCC at ace@unfccc.int. 

More details will be made available on the UNESCO ESD webpage and UNFCCC ACE Hub.   

mailto:future.esd@unesco.org
mailto:ace@unfccc.int
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/climate-change-education-social-transformation
https://unfccc.int/topics/education-youth/action-for-climate-empowerment-hub

