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GCENEBRAIL PROVISIONS

1.Archaeoloéical monuments are’valuable historical documents.
They are national property and are protected by the State.'

The aim of excavations is to find and study the archasological
monuments underground so as to explain the basic questions of his-
torical development,the history of the development of the production
forces of a given society,the gharécteristics of the state and develop
ment of its economic basis,social relations,specifie traits in the
development of the culture of a given society,its interrelations‘tiﬁh‘
neighbouring peoples and many other questions related to the life and
culture of the tribgs and peoples who have created the-material
monuments excavated.

In view of 1/ the great seientific impertance of the archasolo=-
gical monuménts unearthed as prime historical sources of given EPOChéf
2/ the fact that the excavation of such monuments is frequently con-
nected by nebessity with their demolition and 3/ the fact that any |
mighandling of findg is irreparable, arohaeoloéical excavations should
be carried out according to present-day methods of archaeological
studies by trained persons only,omploying all necessary scientific
methods and observations which guarantee the further scientific uti-
lisation of the results of the excavations as fully valuable histo-
rieal sourcess

P SN
& 2. Archaecological excavations are organised and conducted on all

the termitory of the Republic by the Archaeological Institute and

Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and by other scientific

institutions/archaeological museums,universities/which have the same

tasks as the Archaeological Institute at the Bulgarian Academy of
____Sciences,

3« There are two kinds of archaeological excavations:

a/ regular and systematic excavations with tasks set in advance,

included in the annual plans of the Archaeological Institute and
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Museum,of the archaeological museums in the country and the respective
departments at the University;

b/ emergency excavaltions necessitated in cases of accidentally

{ discovered'archaeblogical monuments on construction sites and digpging
with the aim of further unearthing and thoroughly studﬁing the monu-=
ments before they are destroyed or covered upe. » _

4, The Archaeological Institute-at'the Bulgarian Achemy of
Sciences undertakes all kinds of ar hacological studies out. in the
open to settle important historical problems in' accordance with the
aims andrmethods of the Institute., The problems and méthods of such
studies are outlined at the respective seetions of the Archaeological
Institute, after which they are submitted to the Scientific Council of
the Institute for cpﬁsideration.Aftar the latler establishes that the
archaeologiéal excavations outlined by the seoctdons are expedient,and
real possibilities are at hand for thelr successful implementation,it
reconmends that they be ineluded in the annual plan of the.Archasolo-
gical Institulbe.

-5, Other establishments are allowed to conduct archaeological

- studies in ths open on tho basis of a written application deposited
by them at% the Archaselegical Institute of the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences which should contain precise data on:

a/ the site of the archaqological work; b/ the nature of the work‘
/excavations,probing,etc./; ¢/ the name of the person in charge of the
investigation and scientific repor?; d/ duration of excavation work;
e/ the funds o carry out the work, Apart from this the application
should ennumerate in detail the monuments to be excavated enclosing
a concise plan of the work to be carried out.

In urgent cases where emergency excavations are to be conducted
no permission is asked,but the establishment which does them is oblige®

To notify the Arhacological Institute of starting work,

6. No one can begin or conduct any archaeological outdoor invesg-
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tigation unless provided with a special writfen permit by the Archaeo=
logical Institute at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. The permits
are signed by the Director 6f the Institute;'thsy are registered with
the Ministry of Culture,and'the People's Council in whose area the
excavations are %o be done is notified by the Archasological Insti-
tute.

Control over all kinds of archaecologlcal work in the opemn is
exercised by the Archaeological Instituﬁe:at the Bulgarian Acadanmy
of‘Sciegces; | ;

7+ Depending on.the nature of the work, there are two kinds
of pqrmits:' |

(a) Permits for carrying oul exeavations granting the right
o unearth insignificant parts of the monuments (archaeological

. probes);

"(b) Pefmiys for regular and systematic excavations of archaeihlo=
gical mpnuments. ;

é. Permite are made out in the name of & specified qualified
person nominated or approved.by the Scientific Council of the Archaco-
logical Institute as Head of the archaeologiéal research in charge
Vof the gxcavations. -

9. Whenever necessary, & number of scientific and technical
assistants with respective qualifications and %raining are appointed
to help the Head of the research. '

10, The Head of the archasological research is in charge of the
‘excavations., All members of the expedition such ag scientific ag=
-eistants, technicians and administrafion personnel are subordinated
to him,

The Head of the research entrusts fhe respective sclentific

assistants with research in the different sectors and strata. The
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latter fon,the Scientific Council at the excavation, presided
ovar by_the Ilead of the research.

All members of the expedition are obliged to observe most
strictly the discipline established by the Head. For any violation
of the discipline and misconducty, the Head of the research has
the right to dismiss the offenders , notifying his immediate Chief
thereof,

1l, Being responsible for the scientific value of ‘the
archaeological research and for its expediency, the Scientific
Council of the Archaeological Institute at the Bulgarian Academy
of Scienées ﬁay:

{(a) recommend that a permit be granted in accord¥ance with
the application handed in; (b) resfrict archaeological work and
(¢) cancel it altogethers

Wote: The restriction is done by reducing the number of
monuments to be studiéd or by substituting probing for excav .-
tion work, o=x by condueting research without any axcavati&ns.

12, The following may form the groung for the restriction
or full rejection of archasological work in the open:

(a) inexpediency of the archasological work planned as
regards the general plan for archaeological research in the countny

(b) Imsufficient qualifications of the peison nominated
as Head of the excavations;

(e) when an archacologist employs incorrect methods of
work leading to the destruction or impairment of the monuments;

(d) when the archaeologist has failed to present his
scientifiec report in due ti@e, with drafts on archasological
work previously done by him.

(e) when the archaesologist has not hended in a Protocol
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certifying that he has deposited the collection at the resjoctive_
Museuns and the documents on the work of the expedition - diaries,
charts and negatives - at the Archaeological Ingstitute at the
Bulgarian Aeadnmy of Sciences;

(£) when the report presented by the archacologiszt on the
preliminary open-air work does not correspond to the requirementis
of article 43 and 44,

134 All applications for outdoor archasological research
are considered by the Scientific Council of the Archaesological

. Institute which sﬁould decilgd upon them within one month of the
date of the application,

14, The decision of ihe Scientifie Council is recorded in
the Minutes of the meeting and is approved by the Direcfor of the
Institute. _ '

15, The permit for excavation and probing contains:

(a) the name of the person who is granted permissibn to
carry out rescarch work; (b) the term of the validity of the
permit; (c) the place of the archaeological research and (d)
the monuments fto be excavated.

16, Recoxd is kept at the Archaeological Institubte of all
permits granted for archaeological work in the open and of all
reporis on such work,

17, The Haad of the research should register the permit

with the Poople's Council in whoss area the research takes place.

Investigation ef archacological monuments
18, The aim of the investigation is: (a) %o establish
whether there are any archasological monuments on a givén terri-

tory; (b) to establish their nature; (¢) to give the maximum
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detailed outward description of the monuments according to their
i visible parts and movabla material found on the surface.

19. In measuring the size, width and content of the
'researﬁh stratum the archeologist is entitled To make elearings
by using the strata already open; in no case should he allow any
damage to be done to valuable and ﬁell-preservad monunents through
the digging of pits and trenches.

20, The investigation of archaeological monumenﬁs includes:

‘{a) the drawing up of a chart of the monument which covers
the discoveriés made, the traces of former excavations, the pits
made by treasure hunters and any other details established during
the outward examination of the monuments

(b) a full description of the menument: name, ggpgraphioal
location, topographical features, shape, size, material;, orienta-
tion, the number of Iinds in group monumenﬁs, characteristics of
the research strata-and of the finds in them, condition of the
surface (overgrown with trees, fields, vineyards, ete), the dis~
tribution of finds on thé_surface, information aboutethe monument
from the local population, and whose property it is;

(c) photographs and drawingé of the monument to show its

kind, nature and details.

_ Archaeological probing
21. The following rules are to be observed in carrying

excavations for the partial unearthing of a monument:

(a) when in a monument a sufficient'and substantial strata
of finds or & horizon of burials stands open, the unaifscted
sections should not be unearthed, data being established only

through the examination of the open sections;
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€éb) if the presence and the contents of the stratum of

finds is to be established through probing excav tions, the latter
should be made, if possible, on thoss points of the monument where
its surface has already been impaired by various excavationg;

| (c) in the process of clearing up or of partial uneovering
of the stratum of finds or of the archaeological site i¥self, a
most careful documentation is prepared (through noteé, charts,
photographs end drawings) of all observations made, such as the
interlocation of strata, the depth and location of the finds in
each treﬁch, the location of walls, of skeletons, the structure
of tombs, etc.

22. As regards the finds in the proeess of archasological
excavation and probing, the fellowing reguirements should be ob=-
served:

[a)'all the finds of the excavation and probing éhould be
recorded in the documentation of the expedition;

(b) all materials - bones and vegetatiﬁs remains, samples
‘'of building materials agd soil probés =~ ghould be collected with a
view to furiher studies, ‘

Note: Skeletons are collected full-gized. In the case of
an abwmdance of materials of the same type and teghnical impossibi-
lity to collect all of them, some may be left on the spot , the
necesgsary measures being taken to preserve them.'The finds left
on the spot are described in detail in the diary.

(¢) A1l Pinds are aquipped with special cards containing
written details about their location, the depth maasuraé.from the
surf ace, the circumstances in which they were found, etc.

Note: A protocol signed by the Head of_the research and two

witnesses is drawn up for finds of great value.
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(d) when unearthing materials it is necessary %o ensure

their careful packing.

Excavations of archasological monuments

2%+ Archaeoclogical exzcavations often lead %o an inevitable
destruction either of the whole monument or of separate portions of
it. Therefore the methods of studying the monumenteg, applied during
the excav.fion, should be precise and in full confermity with
modern archaeological methods, To this end the Head of the résag?ch
should gecure the means for the fullest and most preeise descrip=
tive and g?aphic documentation,

24. All requirements to be observed by the archaeolpgist
1n'iﬁvestigating archaeological monuments are valid in excavations
as well., '

25, Excavations should be ﬁreceded by a detailed study of
both the monument '¥self and its neighbourhood. It is necessary to
locate and level a givgn monument with the ufmost precision, This
is particularly important_in the excavation of settlements.

26, As a rule the unearthing of the monument should 'bt_ike
place in strata (stfatographic method) and in square sections.

It should be exhaustive and carried out on sufficiently large areas
making it poss;ble to get sufficiently clgar characteristics_of

the monument and of its prinq}pal details. Trenches and digginﬁx
are permitted in investigation work only,. .

When excavaiting tumuli an exact idea should be had gbout
the nature and structure of the whole equipment of the tomb.

27. Bxwavations of monuments with remaiﬁs of architectural
buildings ﬁf different epochs, or of mounds with many strata,
requiring speeial methods of investigation, should be done with

the participation of respectively trained spacialiéts.
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28, Archgedlogical excavatlons are conducted with instruments
which cannot damage the finds.

29, In the process of excavation nofes, plans, sections,
profiles, charts, drawings and photographs should be used for a
nost Qareful recording of all the observations made such as:_the
interlocation of strat:. and their thickness; the composition,
structure and colour of the strata; the depth and location of the
objects in each excavation pit; the position of the skeletong aﬁd‘
other finds in the %tomb: individual details of this positionp etc.
The drawings made on the spot should be on a scale no smaller than
1:20, brawings of burials should be made on a scale no smaller
than 1:10, details being drawn on_a bigger scale. For a more precise
charting_of the finds a network of squares should be established on
the site, This is especially necocssary when uncovering paleolythic,
neolythic and other sirata, settlements, nounds, and so on.

Regpective techn;cal personnel should be included in the exca-
vation team so as $0 prepare precise graphic and phofographic doc -
mentatiop.

50, When excavating monuments with numerous strata of finds’
or relics, the peneiration of lover strata is allowed only after a
careful study of the'ﬁpper strata on a sufficiently wide area and
agter all finds in such strata have been recorded in datail..The
investigation of strata of finds should proceed until solid ground
is found, unless this is hampered by the diécovery of first rate
architec?ubal monuments whose presertvation is imperative.

3l. The Head of the research should take measures to preserve
the excavated monumgﬁts,frém any damage or spoil while the excéva—
tion ié in Progress.

52, When uncovering architectural buildings work should be

conducted in a way so as not to destroy the architectural relics
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until they are wholely'unearghsd and recorded in detail. If the
architectural relics are %o remain in the open (with due protece-
tion) all necessary technical measures for their preservation
and fortification should be taken, These measures should not dig-
figure or damage the monuménts.

B The-institution conducting excavation work should secure
in good time the means and materials for the preservation of the
monunments for a long period of time,

The general measures for preserving and fortifying the finds
are recommended by the Head of the research, respectively by the
Scientific Council at the excavatioa, Whereaé the detailed drafts
for the prescrvation and fortification of the monuments are wor:ed
out by an architect or a properly qualified Ttechnician who also
takes charge of the implementation of the drafts. The recommenda=-
tiong of the Head of the researeh and the drafts for pressrvation
and fortificatioﬁ are approved by the Scientific Council of the -
Archacological Institute.

When the monuments are removed from the excavation , or
when the monuments are of a nature which does not allow of any
presarvation, fortification or maintenance in the open for a long
time,'thg excavation pits are earthed up again.

34 As regards the material finds in the process of exca-
vation the requirements observed_for material finds in archaeologi
cal investigation are also valid, When unearthing finds , measures
should be taken %o preserve them, ‘ ;

35, ﬁll work during'the.archaeological inveéﬁigation in
the open should be daily recorded in the diary which should be
kept in an orderly fashion. '
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36, The diary is the fundamental obligatory official and
organizational document and no other notes can substitube i%.

37. All information is entered in the diary in a concise
yet sxact form, és ragards‘the general course of the work, ite
term and oréanizatibn, as well as all facts which are subjeét to
registration and all scientific observation made during the

investigation.‘

Reports on archaeological investigationg

58. After archaesological work in the open is completed or
interrupted, the Head of thoe rosearch should deposit under re=-
ceipt and by inventory the whole eollection of movablé findsp atb:

(a) the Archacological liuseum f the Bulgarian Academy of
Scienees or at its Departments if the axcavations_have heen con=
ducted by the Archaeological Insftitute and Museum, by another
Institute in the country whieh is not entitked to keep archaeolo=
gical collections, or by a foreign Institute;

(b) at the Museum which has been granted.the permission
t0 conduct the excavation, or

(¢) at the Museum - if there is one - near the excavation.
site, 7 _

‘Note: If the finds or part of them, referred o in items
(b) and (e) are of particulsr scientific interest or are of natio-
nal significance, they are deposited at the Archacological Museum
at the Bulgarian Academy of $ciences. In such cases the Council
for the Freservation of Culiaral lionuments at the Minlstry of
Culture determines which of the finds should be deposited at
the 'Archacological Museum at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
and which should remain at the Museum which conducted the exca=-

. vatbionse.



s i i islati i i O does not guarantee their accuracy, nor their up-dating on
DISCLAIMER: As Member States provide national legislations, hyperlinks and explanatory notes (_|f gny), UNESC ]
this web site, and is not liable for any incorrect information. COPYRIGHT: All rights reserved.This information may ke used only for research, educational, legal and non-
commercial purposes, with acknowledgement of UNESCO Cultural Heritage Laws Database as the source (© UNESCO).

- 12 -

39, After cleaning and réstoring the movable finds, the
latter, if not displayed in exhibition halls, are kept in the
store rooms of the Museums sultablé packed and arranged according
to the sites and sectors excavatad, in bypes or according %o
chrono;ogy. : j | _

40o The entire documsntatiqn of the expeditien (diaries,
charts, drawings, photographs , etc.) is deposited at the Ar-
chaeblogicai Institubte which is the sole State treasury of docu=
mentary sources of this kind. If the lMuseum which hes conducted
the excavations so wishes? it can keep a copy of the docw enta=.
tion, or of parts of it for its own needs.

41, Por further indoor studies, the diaries and other mate-
rials from the excavation are hended over under receipt personally
to the Head of the archacological research for a term.sufficient
for a preliminary imndoor study enabling him to draw up a report
or write a scientific work,

42, The Head pf the research presents a preliminary report
not later than six months after the end or the interruption of
the archaeological work in %he open, The‘report should be accom-
panied by detailedlillustrative material,

4%, The preliminary report should contain the following data:

(2) information about the organization of the ﬁork, the funds,
the members of the expedition and their functlons, the investiga=
tilon task set to them and information about the general initial
and further planning of the WOrk;

(b) description of the monument as it was before the exca-
vation, as specified in article 20, (a),(b),(e), illustrated with

charts, drawings, photographs, etce.
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(¢) information ebout the results of the exeavations with
charts, profiles, drawings, photographs, descriptions of‘tho
strata and of the deteils found. The deseriptions and graphie¢ ma=-
terials should give a clear idea both about the monuments investi-
gated and the ways in which the documeritation was brepared in the
process of work;

(d) a scientific assessment of the resul tsy

(e) other data which the Head of the archasolegical research
considers £it ﬁo include in his report.

444 In addition to the above-mentioned illustrative material
enelgsures %0 the report should inslude:

(2) a list of the material finds with a preciss dascription

of the type of each find, when and whore it was iound, the sector,
squére, stratum, depth, in the company of what articles it was A
found, the condition of the find.

(b) a 1ist ofall written,graphic and photographic materials
produced in the process of work,

; (c¢) indications as to whore %he material excavated is now
deposlted. '
45, ane'the Archacological Institute receives the préliad-
- nary report, the latter is discussed by the vespective department
of the.Institqte and Wy the Scientific Council which gives its
opinion on it. Written refersnce about the latter is sent %o the
Head of the Institution which has conducted the archaeological
investigation and to the Ministry of Culture.
46, A Head of archaeological research who fails to present
a preliminary repor® on the research done by him camot receive

permissiog for new archaeological worlk,

47. Should the Head of ressarch, in the absense of serious
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grounds (iyﬁéss, continuous absendy, the assignment of another
more important task) fail to present to the Archacological Instie-
tute at the Bulgarian Acadxmy of Seiemces a detailed scientific
report or a sclentific work £it for pub;icatioﬁ, together with
the corresponding illustrative material, within a term of five
years after the final completion or interruption of thé archaeo=
lbgical work in the open, the Archaeological Insti?ute, at the
decision of the Scientific Council, can entrﬁst angther person
with the indoor study and publication of the materiéls.

The results of archaecolegical work in the open which has'
viglded finds, different in kinds and origim, can be studied and
.publishad by a team of specialists. The members of such a team
are nominated by the Head of tho archacological reséarch and
approved by the Scientific Gouncii of the Archaeological Insti=
tute. | -

48, Until they are published, the preliminary report, tﬁe
£inal dotailed report, the scientific work, as well as all other
materials cannot be used Whoxiy or partly by other people without
the‘pormission of their author,.

49, Thg Archaeological Inst;tutq takes upon itéelf to make
knbwn ir good time the results of the archaeological work in the

open in its publications.



