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Heritage Heroes
Abdelkhader Haidara
Abdelkader Haidara, born in Timbuktu, Mali, is the owner of one of the main
manuscript libraries in Timbuktu. He is the founder of Savama-dci, an
association of family libraries that has coordinated the evacuation of
approximately 2000 boxes of manuscripts belonging to 35 local families in
October 2012, when the libraries were at risk of destruction. Mr Haidara is a
renowned expert on Islamic manuscripts and a former employee of the
Ahmed Baba institute which was partially burned by extremists. Since, he has
devoted all of his time and energy to the preservation of his own family’s
manuscript collection and was successful in setting up the Mamma Haidara Memorial Library, which was
the first of its kind in Mali.

Ferhad Mulabegovic
Ferhad Mulabegovic works at the Institute for the Protection of the Cultural
and Historical Heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina and D.D.DOM, Studije,
Projektovanje, Inženjering, Sarajevo, Studio Urbing, Sarajevo. He is engaged in
many fields concerning the protection of cultural heritage such as the
protection of historic urban centres, research, restoration and rehabilitation of
historic monuments as well as in the field of documentations, studies and
designs. Since 1998, Mr Mulabegovic has been a member of the UNESCO
international expert team engaged in the reconstruction of the Old Bridge in
Mostar. He has been awarded the Prize of the Conservation Association of Yugoslavia on the fortieth
anniversary of protection of the historic monuments (1945-1985) for contributing to the protection of the
heritage. He also received the prize Grand Prix Collegium Artisticum 2001 ASAS for the design of the
restoration of the Main Post Office in Sarajevo (1995-2000).

Father Najeeb MICHAEEL o.p.
Father Najeeb Michaeel is a native of Sanat in northern Iraq, descendant
from a Chaldean Catholic family. He became a Dominican monk in Lille,
France, in 1980, and priest in Strasbourg in 1987. He is professor of Pastoral
Theology and Communication at the Faculty of the Babel College in Baghdad
and in Ankawa, Erbil since 1990. Father Najeeb Michaeel has been the
archivist of the Dominican Order in Mosul since 1988. He was a member of
the ecumenical commission of bishops of the Nineveh Governorates from
2001 to 2012, and the Director of CNMO "Digital Centre of Oriental
Manuscripts", based in Mosul since 1990. He digitized several thousand manuscripts and an important
archive of the Iraqi churches and saved in-extremis this heritage from destruction by Da’esh in August
2014. He is the Founding-Director of the "Dominican Research Centre for Oriental Manuscripts" in Erbil
(2016). Today, he lives as a refugee in Kurdistan together with 130.000 Christians driven out of Mosul and
Nineveh by the Islamic State. He is involved with humanitarian activities and leads two centers for
Christian refugees and Yezidis in Erbil. Father Najeed Michaeel is a PhD student specialized in "Yezidism"
at the University of Fribourg in Switzerland and graduated of the "Higher Institute of Oil" in Baghdad in
1977.
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Music
Basel Khalil
Basel Khalil (Damascus 1962) is a Syrian musician who plays traditional Syrian
music just as well as Jacques Brel. He speaks fluent Russian and Arabic. He
has taught hundreds of students the art of flamenco guitar at the Russian
Cultural Center in Damascus where he was born in 1962. He had to leave
Syria during the ongoing conflict and came to Belgium, where he is staying in
a camp in Lanaken. He will tell you how he managed to not be arrested once
crossing through Europe last September, thanks to ... his guitar. His dream is
to have his family reunited in Belgium.

Jérémie Hakeshimana
Jérémie Hakeshimana "Yélé", is an artist and composer. He takes the natural
sounds and melodies of his country, Burundi, on the paths of blues, jazz, and
world music. His music deals with the Inanga, a traditional instrument, and
follows the rhythms of sacred drummers. But Jérémie Hakeshimana is also a
professional actor and artistic director at the NGO Menya Media. He makes
his talents as a composer, arranger, sound taker, mixer and producer
available to the cultural world. In a few years he proved the viability of digital
studios in Africa, has launched the careers of dozens of young artists in the
region and promoted Burundian culture by systematically integrating its wealth in modern productions.
He also composes soundtracks, and the most recent documentary is Nawewe OSCAR.
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High-Level Opening
Irina Bokova
Irina Bokova has been the Director-General of UNESCO since 15 November
2009, and was successfully reelected for a second term in 2013. She is the
first woman and the first Eastern European to lead the Organization. As
Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova is actively engaged in international
efforts to advance gender equality, quality education for all, and combat
terrorist financing by preventing the illicit traffic of cultural goods. A leading
champion in the fight against racism and anti-Semitism, Bokova has
spearheaded UNESCO’s activities on Holocaust remembrance and awareness
and is the first Director-General of the Organization to appoint a Special Envoy for Holocaust Education.
Having graduated from Moscow State Institute of International Relations, and studied at the University of
Maryland (Washington) and the John F. Kennedy School of Government (Harvard University), Irina Bokova
joined the United Nations Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria in 1977. Irina Bokova
was Minister for Foreign Affairs a.i., Coordinator of Bulgaria-European Union relations and Ambassador of
Bulgaria to France, Monaco and UNESCO and Personal Representative of the President of the Republic of
Bulgaria to the “Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie” (OIF). She is a founding member and
Chairman of the European Policy Forum, an NGO created to promote European identity and encourage
dialogue to overcome divisions in Europe. This is an example of her work to endorse the values of
dialogue, diversity, human dignity and human rights. Irina Bokova is Executive Secretary of the Steering
Committee of the UN Secretary-General’s Global Education First Initiative (GEFI) and co-Vice-Chair of the
Broadband Commission. Irina Bokova has received state distinctions from countries across the world and
is Doctor Honoris causa of leading universities.

Geert Bourgeois
Geert Bourgeois is the Minister-President of the Flemish Government. He is
also the minister responsible for foreign policy and built heritage. Geert has
been a Minister in the Flemish Government since 2004. In 2009 he became
Deputy Minister-President, and in 2014 Minister-President. After more than
ten years of engagement in the Flemish Movement, Geert Bourgeois, lawyer
by profession, entered into politics in 1977. First at a local level and since
1995 at a national level when he became a member of the House of
Representatives. He specialized in particular in judicial affairs. In October
2001, the New Flemish Alliance (N-VA), of which he became the first president. Geert is widely known and
respected as a committed politician, a hard worker and a someone who knows his files in depth. Geert
has a great respect for entrepreneurs and allows them space to develop and grow their business. He
believes in a Flanders that offers opportunities to its people, with special attention to the disadvantaged.
He is an advocate for an open Flanders that expecting newcomers to be able to fully participate in society
without losing their identity, with equal rights and duties. Effective governance, internal state reform,
stimulating business and entrepreneurship, caring for heritage, nature and the environment, and the
Peace Tourism in the context of 100 years commemoration of the Great War ... these are all themes that
are at the top of his agenda.
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Federica Mogherini
Federica Mogherini is the High Representative of the European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the European
Commission since 1st November 2014. She was the Italian Minister for
Foreign Affairs from February to October 2014 and a Member of the Italian
Parliament (Chamber of Deputies), where she was elected for the first time
in 2008. During her terms in parliament, Ms Mogherini was the Head of the
Italian Delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and Vice-President
of its Political Committee (2013-2014); member of the Italian Delegation to
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (2008-2013); Secretary of the Defence Committee
(2008-2013) and member of the Foreign Affairs Committee. She also coordinated the Inter-Parliamentary
Group for Development Cooperation. Frederica Mogherini has been in the leadership of the Democratic
Party since it was founded, in 2007: first as Secretary for Institutional Reforms, then as a member of the
National Council, and in 2013-2014 as Secretary for European and International Affairs. Previously she was
a member of the Bureau of the Party of European Socialists, Vice-President of the European Community
Organisation of Socialist Youth, member of the Bureau of the European Youth Forum, and a member of
the Secretariat of the Youth Forum of the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO). She is
a member of the Istituto Affari Internazionali and a fellow of the German Marshall Fund for the United
States. She is also a member of the European Leadership Network for Multilateral Nuclear Disarmament
and Non-Proliferation (ELN) and of the Group of Eminent Persons (GEM) of the Preparatory Commission
for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO). Ms Mogherini graduated in
Political Science at the University of Rome “La Sapienza”.

High-Level Debate: Culture under Attack
Karima Bennoune
Karima Bennoune is a Professor of International Law at the University of
California, Davis, School of Law and the United Nations Special Rapporteur in
the field of cultural rights. Her first report to the Human Rights Council
addressed the intentional destruction of cultural heritage. She is a former
legal advisor for Amnesty International. Ms Bennoune’s topical writing has
been published widely, including by the New York Times, the Guardian,
Reuters, and Al Jazeera. Her recent publication, “Your Fatwa Does Not Apply
Here: Untold Stories from the Fight Against Muslim Fundamentalism,” which
details local struggles against extremism, is based on interviews with people of Muslim heritage from 30
countries. It won the 2014 Dayton Literary Peace Prize. The related TED talk, “When people of Muslim
heritage challenge fundamentalism,” has received over 1.36 million views. In 2016, Ms Bennoune
received the Rights and Leadership Award from the International Action Network for Gender Equity &
Law.

5

N’Diaye Ramatoulaye Diallo
The Minister of Culture, Crafts and Tourism of Mali, Ms N'Diaye Ramatoulaye
Diallo holds a double major degree in political science and Communication
from Barry University, Florida, and a bachelor in Marketing and Advertising
from the University of Colombus. Prior to her appointment, Ms N'Diaye, was
active in the private sector. She founded one of the most important
communication and public relations firms in Mali. Also, Ms N'Diaye holds a
post master’s degree in strategic management and competitive intelligence
from the French Military school in Paris. In that context, she has conducted a
study on the "geo-economic Issues strategic in the Sahel-Saharan strip”. This shows her strong
involvement in civil society issues and struggles such as gender equality, women’s empowerment and
involving youth in politics. Ms N’Diaye is also the coordinator of the World Bank project "Development
Marketplace", a competitive grant programme that identifies and funds innovative start-up projects with
high potential for development impact in West Africa. Parallel to these activities, she teaches a number of
courses in the private University of Bamako.

John Hocking
John Hocking was appointed Assistant Secretary-General, Registrar of the
Mechanism for International Criminal Tribunals (UNMICT) by the United
Nations Secretary-General on 18 January 2012. Mr Hocking has been serving
as the Registrar of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia (ICTY) since May 2009, a position that he will continue to hold
while performing his functions at the Mechanism. Mr Hocking has over 25
years experience as a lawyer working in both the domestic and international
arena. His prior responsibilities include five years as legal and policy adviser
to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in Paris; legal and policy adviser
to the Australian Government's national multicultural television and radio broadcaster, the Special
Broadcasting Service; legal and policy adviser to human rights barristers and the British Film Institute in
London. Mr Hocking has been admitted as a barrister at Lincoln’s Inn, London, and a barrister/solicitor
with the Supreme Courts of Victoria and New South Wales in Australia. He holds a Master of Law from the
University of London (London School of Economics and Political Science), a Bachelor of Law from the
University of Sydney, and a Bachelor of Science (physiology and biochemistry) from Monash University in
Melbourne, Australia. He has written a number of publications, particularly relating to international
humanitarian and criminal law.

Kunio Mikuriya
Kunio Mikuriya has been Secretary General of the World Customs
Organization (WCO) since 1 January 2009. He provides leadership and
executive management for the global Customs community’s priorities,
including developing global Customs instruments, standards, and tools;
securing and facilitating global trade; realizing revenues; building Customsbusiness partnerships; and delivering capacity building in support of Customs
reform and modernization. Prior to joining the WCO, he worked for Japan's
Ministry of Finance for 25 years. During his career with the Ministry, Mr
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Mikuriya occupied a variety of senior posts, which have given him broad experience and knowledge in
customs, trade, development, budget, and financial policies. In addition, he spent time as a counsellor at
the Japanese Mission to the WTO in Geneva and participated in the GATT Uruguay Round trade
negotiations. Mr Mikuriya has a degree in law from the University of Tokyo and a PhD in international
relations from the University of Kent.

Moderator High-Level Event
Gie Goris
Gie Goris (1955) worked in development education from 1980 until 1990,
when he started working in journalism: from 1990 as editor of Wereldwijd
Magazine, and since 2003 as editor of MO* - a monthly magazine with a
focus on global issues, with a distribution of 120.000. Both magazines have a
focus on development, globalization and the trends shaping a changing
world. Since 2014 MO* has shifted towards an “online first” publication
strategy. Currently the news site reaches 150.000 readers. Mr Goris also
edited a number of books on religion and violence (God met ons.
Wereldwijde verhalen over godsdienst en geweld, 1997), on art, cultural diversity and globalization
(Glokale Kunst, 1998; De kracht van diversiteit, 2002); on worldviews and engagement (Wereldbeeld, a
photo- and interview-book, 2002, Truthout - The revenge of the real world, a photobook and exhibition).
In 2011, he published “Opstandland. De strijd om Afghanistan, Pakistan en Kasjmir”, a wide ranging
account of the conflicts in South/Central-Asia. Mr Goris usually writes on the issues of interculturality,
religion and globalization. He has been travelling all corners of the globe and did interviews with a
diversity of writers and thinkers, politicians and farmers alike.

Opening Technical Meeting
Francesco Bandarin
Francesco Bandarin is the UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Culture. He
is Professor of Urban Planning and Conservation at the University IUAV of
Venice (currently on leave). From 2000 to 2010 he was Director of the
UNESCO World Heritage Centre and Secretary of the World Heritage
Convention. From 2010 to 2014 he served as Assistant Director-General of
UNESCO for Culture. In October 2015 he was re-appointed in this position for
an interim period. In 2014, Mr Bandarin was appointed President of the Jury
of the Venice Architecture Biennale, curated by Rem Koolhaas and President
of the Jury of the First Shenzen Creative Design Award (SCDA). He is the Editor-in- Chief of the
International Journal City, Culture and Society, published by Elsevier. He is President of the Italian
Association of Historic Cities (ANCSA), member of the Visiting Committee of the Getty Conservation
Institute in Los Angeles and member of the Steering Committee of the Aga Khan Award for Architecture.
His recent publications include: The Historic Urban Landscape: Managing Heritage in an Urban Century,
2012 and Reconnecting the City. The Historic Urban Landscape Approach and the Future of Urban
Heritage, 2015, both published by Wiley-Blackwell.
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Cultural Diplomacy
Diego Marani
Diego Marani is a policy officer of the European External Action Service in
charge of cultural diplomacy. He was formerly at the Council of Ministers and
at the Commission, working in DG Culture in charge of the Multilingualism
policy, and has been advisor to the Italian Minister of Culture. Mr Marani is a
writer and columnist, author of several novels and essays translated in
different languages, including the highly acclaimed and prize-winning New
Finnish Grammar.

Luk Van Langenhove
Luk Van Langenhove combines part-time directorship at UNU-CRIS with the
position of Research professor at the Institute of European Studies (VUB) as
the Scientific Coordinator of the EL-CSID project under the Horizon2020
programme since March 2016. This project studies the potentials of science
and cultural diplomacy for the EU’s policies. He started his career as a
researcher at VUB and became Deputy Secretary-General of the Belgian
federal ministry of Science Policy in 1992. In October 2001 he was appointed
founding Director of UNU-CRIS, the Institute for Comparative Regional
Integration Studies of the United Nations University in Bruges. From 2008 until 2010 he acted as VicePresident of the International Social Sciences Council. He has published widely on regional integration,
international relations as well as on social sciences theory, positioning theory and psychology. Recent
books include De Opmars van de Regio's (Die Keure, 2014), Building Regions (Ashgate, 2011), People and
Societies (Routledge, 2010) and Innovating the Social Sciences (Passagen Verlag, 2007). Recent
publications in journals include European Integration, International Spectator, Review of International
Studies and Nature. Mr. Van Langenhove studied psychology and criminology at the Free University of
Brussels (VUB) where he also obtained his Ph.D. in 1981.

Walter Zampieri
Walter Zampieri is the Head of Unit for Cultural Diversity and Innovation at
the Directorate General for Education and Culture of the European
Commission. Before taking up his current post, he was deputy head of the
coordination unit and assistant to the Director General for education and
culture; among his previous positions there is also the secretariat of the
Social Protection Committee. Before joining the European Commission, Mr
Zampieri was Assistant Professor at University of Central Florida and Visiting
Professor and Lecturer at the College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA. He
holds a PhD in Comparative Literature from The University of Connecticut and attended University of
Padua, Italy.
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Culture on the Move
Fatena Alghorra
Fatena Alghorra, a Palestinian poet and journalist, was born in Gaza and has
been living in Belgium since 2001. Prior to 2001, she worked as a TV
presenter for cultural programmes at the Palestinian Television and Radio.
She is now working as a freelance journalist in Belgium. She has published
several books, the most recent one in 2014: A series of poems entitled:
"Betrayals of god. Multi Scenarios", was published in Belgium. Ms Alghorra
has won several prizes for her poetry.

Jérémie Hakeshimana
Jérémie Hakeshimana "Yélé", is an artist and composer. He takes the natural
sounds and melodies of his country, Burundi, on the paths of blues, jazz, and
world music. His music deals with the Inanga, a traditional instrument, and
follows the rhythms of sacred drummers. But Jérémie Hakeshimana is also a
professional actor and artistic director at the NGO Menya Media. He makes
his talents as a composer, arranger, sound taker, mixer and producer
available to the cultural world. In a few years he proved the viability of digital
studios in Africa, has launched the careers of dozens of young artists in the
region and promoted Burundian culture by systematically integrating its wealth in modern productions.
He also composes soundtracks, and the most recent documentary is Nawewe OSCAR.

Younes Saramifar
Younes Saramifar has worked as a combat zone ethnographer since 2007
which has earned him a Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology of Militancy. His
years working in conflict areas made it possible for him to advise civil society
initiatives in the Middle East and Central Asia. Dr Saramifar has assisted civil
initiatives to preserve living heritages, oral history, and folk practice. He is
currently working on his second Ph.D. in politics of memory in the Middle
East and also a research project on issue of refugees in the Netherlands with
Institute of Social Resilience.
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Session 1: Protecting Cultural Rights in Protracted Crisis
Tom Adami
Tom Adami is the Archivist and Head of the Arusha Branch of the Mechanism
Archives and Records Section (MARS) of the UN Mechanism for International
Criminal Tribunals (UNMICT). UNMICT was established in 2012 to manage the
residual functions of the International Criminal Tribunals for Rwanda (ICTR)
and the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), including the management of the archives.
With a staff of 11 archivists he manages the records and archives of the ICTR.
Current projects being developed are addressing issues of access and
preservation of the archives. In particular, MARS is implementing a digital
preservation system and enhancing access methodologies. Prior to joining MICT, Mr Adami worked with
various UN peacekeeping missions. He was with the Sudan and South Sudan UN missions between 2007
and 2013, with ICTR from 1999-2007 as well as with the United Nations Archives in New York in 2010. He
was a research officer with the Australian National Archives in the 1990’s. He has published widely on the
subject of archives and reconciliation as well as oral history projects.
Antonella Caruso
A former advisor to Italy’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Antonella Caruso
brings to the position more than 20 years of experience working in the
Middle East. In her last position before joining the United Nations
Department of Political Affairs, she was the founder and director of a “track
two” project to support the Iraqi Dialogue on National Reconciliation, which
brings together leading politicians and parties in the Iraqi Parliament. Dr
Caruso has also worked in the private sector as an analyst and advisor with
emphasis on North Africa, the Middle East and the Gulf. She speaks four
languages including Arabic.
Catherine Kennedy
Catherine Kennedy is the Director of the South African History Archive
(SAHA), an independent archive based in Johannesburg. Ms Kennedy holds a
master’s degree in Library and Information Studies from the University of
Cape Town, South Africa, and her professional interests revolve around the
intersection of the right to truth and the right to know,
and the development of inclusive information services to promote and
defend these rights, to enable accountability and transparency, and to
foster participatory democracy.
Patrice Meyer-Bisch
Professor Patrice Meyer-Bisch is a philosopher and the coordinator of the
Interdisciplinary Institute for Ethics and Human Rights (IIEDH) and holds a
UNESCO Chair on human rights and democracy, at the University of Fribourg
(Switzerland). He coordinated the work on cultural rights of the « Fribourg
Group » during the 20 years that have led to the launch of the Fribourg
declaration on cultural rights (2007); created in 2004 the Observatory of
diversity and cultural rights. More than 25 publications and numerous articles
on human rights and cultural rights.
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Father Najeeb MICHAEEL o.p.
Father Najeeb Michaeel is a native of Sanat in northern Iraq, descendant
from a Chaldean Catholic family. He became a Dominican monk in Lille,
France, in 1980, and priest in Strasbourg in 1987. He is professor of Pastoral
Theology and Communication at the Faculty of the Babel College in Baghdad
and in Ankawa, Erbil since 1990. Father Najeeb Michaeel has been the
archivist of the Dominican Order in Mosul since 1988. He was a member of
the ecumenical commission of bishops of the Nineveh Governorates from
2001 to 2012, and the Director of CNMO "Digital Centre of Oriental
Manuscripts", based in Mosul since 1990. He digitized several thousand manuscripts and an important
archive of the Iraqi churches and saved in-extremis this heritage from destruction by Da’esh in August
2014. He is the Founding-Director of the "Dominican Research Centre for Oriental Manuscripts" in Erbil
(2016). Today, he lives as a refugee in Kurdistan together with 130.000 Christians driven out of Mosul and
Nineveh by the Islamic State. He is involved with humanitarian activities and leads two centers for
Christian refugees and Yezidis in Erbil. Father Najeed Michaeel is a PhD student specialized in "Yezidism"
at the University of Fribourg in Switzerland and graduated of the "Higher Institute of Oil" in Baghdad in
1977.
Stephan Parmentier
Professor Stephan Parmentier teaches sociology of crime, law, and human
rights at the Faculty of Law of the University of Leuven and is the former head
of the Department of Criminal Law and Criminology (2005-2009). He is a
Board member of the Centre for Global Governance Studies at the University
of Leuven and a member of the Leuven Mediation Platform. He is in charge of
international relations in criminology at Leuven University and in July 2010
was appointed Secretary-General of the International Society for Criminology.
He also serves on the Advisory Board of the Oxford Centre of Criminology and
the International Centre for Transitional Justice (New York), and holds several
other advisory functions. Prof Parmentier is the founder and co-general editor of the international book
Series on Transitional Justice, and editor of the newly established Restorative Justice International
Journal. He co-directs the Flemish Interuniversity Network on Law and Development and co-organises the
summer course on Human Rights for Development. His research interests include political crimes and
transitional justice, human rights and asylum, and restorative justice and peacebuilding. Between 1999
and 2002 he served as the vice-president of the Flemish section of Amnesty International. Mr Parmentier
studied law, political science and sociology at the universities of Ghent and Leuven (Belgium) and
sociology and conflict resolution at the Humphrey Institute for Public Affairs, University of MinnesotaTwin Cities (U.S.A.).
Younes Saramifar
Younes Saramifar has worked as a combat zone ethnographer since 2007
which has earned him a Ph.D. in Cultural Anthropology of Militancy. His years
working in conflict areas made it possible for him to advise civil society
initiatives in the Middle East and Central Asia. Dr Saramifar has assisted civil
initiatives to preserve living heritages, oral history, and folk practice. He is
currently working on his second Ph.D. in politics of memory in the Middle East
and also a research project on issue of refugees in the Netherlands with
Institute of Social Resilience.
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Session 2A: Culture and Arts for Dialogue, Conflict Resolution and Stabilization
Tomas Baum
Tomas Baum is the founding director of the Flemish Peace Institute, a
parliamentary advisory body based in Brussels. He enjoys being active in the
sweet spot between research and politics by translating the work of the
institute to various decision-making forums. In addition, he has experience in
getting complicated – and sometimes contentious - information to various
media. After studying philosophy, applied ethics and international politics he
continues to think about the relation between morality and politics. He has
published and lectured on the philosophy of Immanuel Kant, peaceful politics
and the regulation of arms trade. Throughout his career he assisted different organizations in strategic
planning, facilitated interaction between people in conflict, chaired jury deliberations of different peace
prizes and curated a photo exhibition.

Rebecca Crozier
Rebecca manages International Alert's programme in the Middle East and
North Africa, covering Lebanon, Libya, Tunisia, Turkey and Syria. International
Alert has been supporting Syrian artists and cultural figures based in Lebanon
to play an active role in building long-term resilience and recovery with Syrian
refugee communities. This work aims to strengthen the value of art as a
means of combating the challenges of the prevailing Syrian situation in light
of the refugee crisis and the growing frustration it brings.

Mike Hardy
Professor Mike Hardy is a founding Director of the Centre for Trust, Peace,
and Social Relations at Coventry University, launched in 2014 incorporating
the Institute of Community Cohesion, The Centre for Peace and
Reconciliation Studies and the Centre for Trust and Ethical Behaviour. As
Professor of Intercultural Relations, Mr Hardy develops new cross-disciplinary
work focused on the development of trust-based relations and social
solidarity, broadly defined but in the context of human security. Following
overseas diplomatic postings in the Arab world and Asia, and as member of
the Senior Management Team, Mr Hardy was appointed to frame and lead British Council's global
programme in intercultural dialogue. From 2012-14, he was lead European partner for the EC ‘Promotion
of the Amman Message’ Project. Mr Hardy is active with UNESCO and the UN Alliance of Civilizations, he is
lead advisor to the World Forum for Intercultural Dialogue in Baku, the World Peace Forum in Indonesia
and the RISING Global Peace Forum at Coventry. Prof Hardy has been twice honoured, awarded the OBE
in 2001 for his peace-building work in the Middle East, and appointed a Companion of Honour of St
Michael and St George (CMG) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours June 2010 for his work internationally in
Intercultural Dialogue.
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Jyoti Hosagrahar
Jyoti Hosagrahar is the Director of the Division of Creativity at UNESCO. Prior
to joining UNESCO, she was a Professor and Director of the SUI Lab at GSAPP,
at Columbia University, New York; and held a UNESCO Chair in Culture,
Habitat, and Sustainable Development at the Srishti Institute of Art, Design,
and Technology in Bangalore, India where she was also Chair of the Ph.D.
programme; and she is the Founder-Director of Sustainable Urbanism
International (SUI), an NGO in Bangalore, India. Architect, planner, and
cultural historian, Ms Hosagrahar has been engaged with planning, design,
and policies on urban development, urban conservation and heritage management, and sustainability
issues. For a number of years, she was an expert for UNESCO on historic cities, culture and development,
and urban sustainability. She is an expert for the UN Habitat III Policy Unit on Socio Cultural Urban
Framework, and has headed the ICOMOS Task Force on Cultural Heritage and Sustainable Development.
With SUI, she has developed a range of design solutions and strategies that integrate culture and cultural
heritage into urban design and development as well as conceived and organized a series of international
conferences to investigate the relationship of cultural heritage for sustainable urban futures.

Evert Kets
Evert Kets is a Security Sector Reform (SSR) Officer and has been deployed
with the UN peacekeeping mission MINUSMA in Mali since 2014. He focuses
on border security and Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) counterproliferation and is as such involved in a community security and counterpoaching support project for Mali’s wildlife rangers in the central Gourma
region. Mr Kets served previously as an SSR Officer in UNMISS (South Sudan)
and MONUSCO (DR Congo) and before his UN career, he worked as the Head
of Mission for a Human Rights NGO in Eastern Congo, as a researcher on SSR
at the Netherlands Institute for International Relations, as a political analyst to the Belgian Ministry of
Defense and as a journalist for TV Brussel. Mr Kets holds a Master degree in Modern Political History from
the Catholic University of Leuven (Belgium).

Ole Reitov
Ole Reitov is Executive Director and co-founder of Freemuse, an international
organization advocating and defending artistic freedom. Freemuse has
special consultative status within the UN. He is appointed member of the
UNESCO Expert Facility and has served as expert consultant to the UN Special
Rapporteur in the Field of Cultural Rights for the 2013 report “The right to
freedom of artistic expression and creativity”. The recent UNESCO Global
Report on the monitoring of the 2005 UNESCO Convention includes a chapter
on artistic freedom written by Mr Reitov. In 2012 he initiated and produced
the first ever world conference on artistic freedom. Mr Reitov has lectured worldwide on artistic freedom,
cultural policies and cultural diversity. He has worked as consultant in Mali, India, Gabon, Botswana,
Nepal and Bhutan. With a background as journalist/broadcaster he has reported from more than 40
countries for the Danish Broadcasting.
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Deborah Stolk
Deborah Stolk is since eight years the Programme Coordinator of the Cultural
Emergency Response (CER) programme of the Prince Claus Fund, The
Netherlands. The Prince Claus Fund supports artists, critical thinkers and
cultural organisations in spaces where freedom of cultural expression is
restricted by conflict, poverty, repression, marginalisation or taboos. CER
provides ‘First aid’ to cultural heritage in case of conflict and disaster
situations by providing quick relief to stabilize a situation, evacuate objects
when possible or document what is left. The CER programme adapts its
response to specific situations, needs and possibilities and only works with local people and organisations.
She oversees the implementation of approximately 35 projects a year in challenging and complex
realities. In response to the unrest that has gripped Mali in recent years, for example, CER responded with
the evacuation of the sacred manuscripts of Timbuktu to the creation of an emergency evacuation plan
for Mali’s national museum. CER is now actively engaged in cultural relief projects in Iraq, Yemen, Libya,
Syria and Ecuador. In the past she has worked for the Royal Tropical Institute. Ms Stolk has a Master’s
degree in Heritage Studies (University of Amsterdam) and a Master degree in Social Anthropology &
Development studies (Leiden University).

Session 2B: Digital Technologies for Heritage in Emergencies
Nick Axel
Nick Axel is a member of Forensic Architecture, a research agency based at
Goldsmiths, University of London, that undertakes advanced architectural
and media research on behalf of international prosecutors, human rights
organisations, as well as political and environmental justice groups. Mr Axel
currently specializes in the design and development of interactive tools. He
manages “Pattrn”, a web-based tool to map and analyze complex events such
as conflicts, protests or crises. Prior to this, he coordinated the 'Nakba Day
Killings' investigation, and contributed to 'Rafah: Black Friday'.
Barnaby Gunning
Barnaby Gunning is a British architect, designer and programmer. Trained at
the University College of London (UCL) under Prof Peter Cook, he apprenticed
at Renzo Piano Building Workshop and Foster & Partners. For five years he
was an associate of Ron Arad. Since 2004 he has had his own architectural
practice in London. Architect of the first full size house built from Lego, he
combines his design work with creating apps and web sites. In 2009 a major
earthquake devastated his wife’s home city of L'Aquila in central Italy. Over
the following years, in response to the lack of transparency about the state of
the city he created a series of projects with Google which allowed local people to document the buildings
of their city and collaborate with a worldwide community of modelers to recreate it on Google Earth.
Spin-off projects included Noi L'Aquila, a site which allowed citizens to record memories of their city and
think of its future, and Hello L'Aquila, a virtual walk through of the city which uses custom Streetview
imagery to show the current state of the city.
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Alexy Karenowska
Dr Alexy Karenowska is a Research Fellow at the University of Oxford’s
Department of Physics, a Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, and Director of
Technology at The Institute for Digital Archaeology (IDA). Founded by its
current Executive Director, Roger Michel, the IDA is an organization
dedicated to finding innovative technology-driven means to document and
preserve heritage. The IDA works with a growing network of international
partners in Europe, the Middle East, and the United States. Dr Karenowska is
a professional physicist and engineer and has a particular interest in the
photographic study and documentation of cultural heritage objects and the application of 3D printing and
machining technologies to the restoration of damaged or destroyed archaeological structures and
artefacts, in Syria and elsewhere. She also manages technical aspects of the IDA’s large-scale open-access
international database project, The Million Image Database. In April 2016, Dr Karenowska oversaw
the IDA’s installation of a monumental-scale replica of the Triumphal Arch from Syria’s Palmyra site on
Trafalgar Square in London, UK. The installation, and the programme of associated educational activities,
explored the role of cultural heritage in shaping our personal and collective identities, and the power and
importance of working as an international community to preserve it.
Elizabeth Lee
Elizabeth Lee serves as Managing Director for CyArk, an international nonprofit organization with the mission to capture, archive and enable virtual
access to the world’s cultural heritage. Her expertise includes developing
international partnerships in support of technology driven solutions for
cultural heritage protection, education, and appreciation. Originally trained
as an archaeologist with excavation experience in Turkey and Hungary, Ms
Lee has been applying 3D reality capture technologies to the cultural field for
over a decade. During Ms Lee’s tenure at CyArk, the archive has grown to
include over 200 cultural heritage sites on all seven continents. Ms Lee oversaw the launch of the CyArk
500 Challenge in October 2013, the global initiative to digitally preserve 500 heritage sites in five years.
Ms Lee is a member of the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and a graduate of the
University of California, Berkeley. She is the 2015 Winner in the South by Southwest (SXSW) Eco Place by
Design competition.
Salvatore Russo
Professor Salvatore Russo is an expert in the field of structural restoration of
historic constructions and monuments (in Myanmar and currently in Nepal),
and has been involved with UNESCO since 2015. He is the co-author of the
UNESCO Guideline for "In depth condition assessment of monument at Bagan
Area". He is Adjunct Professor at Curtin University of Perth, School of Civil
Engineering. In 2002 he was appointed by IUAV, Venice as Associate
Professor of Structural Engineering, and since 2010 he is the Director of the
Laboratory of Strength of Material. He has been a visiting researcher at Rolla
University, USA; Visiting professor at Curtin University, Perth, Australia. Prof Russo participated in many
international research's programmes and won an award from the Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council for "Characterising dynamic performance of fiber reinforced polymer structures for
resilience and sustainability". He is responsible for many scientific research's programmes and
international agreements; he has been member of the Trento, Brescia and IUAV doctorate schools. He is
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the author of 192 publications, the editor of the “Shock and Vibration” and “Material Science and
Research” Journals, and a reviewer for a number of professional journals. Mr Russo graduated cum Laude
in Architecture at IUAV University in Venice and in Civil Engineering at the University of Trieste.
Olivier Van Damme
Olivier Van Damme joined UNOSAT in 2005 where he is now in charge of
strategic planning, programme development and outreach. Mr Van Damme
has over ten years of experience in adult learning and geo-spatial
technologies applied to disaster management, international humanitarian
law, and international development cooperation. His professional experience
includes working for the Decentralized Cooperation and the Environmental
Law programmes of the United Institute for Training and Research. He
studied legal risk management and holds a Master degree in environmental
law.

Session 3: Culture for Recovery, Rehabilitation and Resilience
Samir Abdulac
Samir Abdulac is the Chair of the ICOMOS Working Group for the
safeguarding of cultural heritage in Syria and Iraq, Vice-President of ICOMOSCIVVIH the International Committee on Historic Towns and Villages, and he
recently served as Secretary General and Vice-President of ICOMOS France.
Mr Abdulac was the founder and Director of a Conseil d’Architecture,
d’Urbanisme et de l’Environnement (CAUE 28). He also has a long
professional experience in the revitalization of historic urban centres and
rural areas in Europe and Arab countries where he participated in various
capacities on projects with UNESCO, UNDP, Harvard University, the World Bank, the AKAA as well as with
central and local governments. Born in Paris, he holds a PhD. in Urban Planning, was graduated as an
architect both in Paris ENSBA and London UCL and was decorated as “Officier des Arts et Lettres”.
Christophe Bouleau
Christophe Bouleau has been working at the Aga Khan Trust for Culture’s
Historic Cities Programme since 2001. His career began in historic
monuments preservation in France and Italy and he has been working in
archaeological and monuments conservation projects in Singapore,
Malaysia, Mexico and Egypt. As a conservation architect based in Cairo in
charge of the Darb al-Ahmar district monuments conservation programme,
he has also contributed to architectural documentation and conservation
projects in Aleppo and Damascus, Syria. Since 2008, as a Conservation
Project Officer, he oversees from the Trust’s base in Geneva, conservation and architectural programmes
in West Africa (earthen architecture rehabilitation) and provides technical assistance to the wider Aga
Khan Development Network’s conservation and adaptive re-use projects. Mr Bouleau holds a graduate
degree from the Department of Architecture in the Swiss Institute of Technology of Lausanne and has
specialized in monument preservation at the Centre des Hautes Etudes de Chaillot in Paris.
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Gilles Dutertre
Gilles Dutertre has held the posts of substitute of the Prosecutor and judge at
the Surveillance Court in France from 1997 to 2002. From 2002 to 2005, he
was detached to the sub-directorate of the Human Rights at the Legal Affairs
Directorate of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Paris, where he served as coagent of the French Government before the European Court of Human
Rights. During this period he participated in various multilateral negotiations
such as those relating to the International Convention for the Protection of
All Persons against Forced Disappearance. He was also a member of the
Steering Committee for Human Rights of the Council of Europe. Later, Mr
Dutertre served as first substitute of the prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (2005 to 2008). He subsequently joined the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court as a
trial attorney before being promoted as Senior Trial Attorney. It is in this capacity he leads the case
concerning the attack against the historic monuments and religious buildings in Timbuktu in 2012,
currently pending before the Court.
Lazare Eloundou Assomo
Lazare Eloundou Assomo is the current UNESCO Head of Office in Bamako
and Representative to Mali. He is trained as an architect conservator and
town-planner specialized in earthen architecture and African heritage. As one
of the world specialists of Timbuktu’s World Heritage site, he is the
coordinator of the UNESCO action for the protection of the cultural heritage
and ancient manuscripts of Mali, since September 2013. Mr Eloundou
Assomo has successfully coordinated the reconstruction of the 14 destroyed
mausoleums in Timbuktu. Among his major actions in favor of the protection
of Malian cultural heritage, are also the preparation of the 11 million dollars UNESCO Action Plan, the
realization of a Passport for the heritage of North Mali, the leading of the first UNESCO assessment
mission of damages conducted in Timbuktu in June 2013, and the successful coordination of the recent
visit of the UNESCO Director-General to Timbuktu and Bamako in July 2015. Before being posted in Mali,
Mr Eloundou Assomo was the Chief of Unit for Africa at the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, where he
was in charge of coordinating cooperation between UNESCO and African Member States for all issues
related to World Heritage. While at the World Heritage Centre, he has conducted many major restoration
activities for World Heritage sites in Benin, Mozambique, Ethiopia and Uganda. He is the author of the
book “African World Heritage, a remarkable diversity” recently published by UNESCO.
Abdelkhader Haidara
Abdelkader Haidara, born in Timbuktu, Mali, is the owner of one of the main
manuscript libraries in Timbuktu. He is the founder of Savama-dci, an
association of family libraries that has coordinated the evacuation of
approximately 2000 boxes of manuscripts belonging to 35 local families in
October 2012, when the libraries were at risk of destruction. Mr Haidara is a
renowned expert on Islamic manuscripts and a former employee of the
Ahmed Baba institute which was partially burned by extremists. Since, he has
devoted all of his time and energy to the preservation of his own family’s
manuscript collection and was successful in setting up the Mamma Haidara Memorial Library, which was
the first of its kind in Mali.
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Ferhad Mulabegovic
Ferhad Mulabegovic works at the Institute for the Protection of the Cultural
and Historical Heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina and D.D.DOM, Studije,
Projektovanje, Inženjering, Sarajevo, Studio Urbing, Sarajevo. He is engaged
in many fields concerning the protection of cultural heritage such as the
protection of historic urban centres, research, restoration and rehabilitation
of historic monuments as well as in the field of documentations, studies and
designs. Since 1998, Mr Mulabegovic has been a member of the UNESCO
international expert team engaged in the reconstruction of the Old Bridge in
Mostar. He has been awarded the Prize of the Conservation Association of Yugoslavia on the fortieth
anniversary of protection of the historic monuments (1945-1985) for contributing to the protection of the
heritage. He also received the prize Grand Prix Collegium Artisticum 2001 ASAS for the design of the
restoration of the Main Post Office in Sarajevo (1995-2000).

Ali Ould sidi
Ali Ould Sidi is a Malian heritage expert, born in Timbuktu. For 20 years, from
1993 until 2013, he was the chief of the government’s cultural mission in
Timbuktu where he was charged with the management of the mosques of
Djingareyberre, Sankoré and Sidi Yahia, all part of the UNESCO World
Heritage List. He first hand witnessed the destructions of the town’s valuable
heritage in 2012 and has for the past few years closely followed the
rehabilitation process, as chief of the technical cell for the rehabilitation of
cultural heritage and the safeguarding of the ancient manuscripts of
Timbuktu, and more recently as an advisor to the Minister of Culture. Mr Ould Sidi has as expert in World
Heritage also participated in numerous sessions of the World Heritage Committee, as a representative of
the Malian delegation.

Sophie Ravier
Sophie Ravier has been the chief of the Environment & Culture Unit of the
United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali
(MINUSMA) since 2013, when the Security Council mandated for the first
time a UN peacekeeping operation to support cultural preservation. She was
previously the only Environmental Officer of the UN Department of Field
Support (DFS) in New York, where she was in charge of coordinating the
environmental initiatives of UN Peacekeeping Operations and Special Political
Missions. This included giving technical and political advice on the
implementation of the DPKO/DFS Environmental Policy for UN Field Missions, as well as doing outreach.
Previously, Ms Ravier also worked for UNEP in its Liaison Office to the European Union (EU) in Brussels
and participated in the UNFCCC negotiations on behalf of the UK Presidency of the EU. She holds a Master
of Ethnomusicology from the University of Sheffield (UK), where her dissertation focused on the role of
music in post-conflict reconciliation in Mali, and she holds a Master in International Relations from the
University of Auvergne and a Master of Engineering from the 'Ecole des Mines d'Ales' in France, as well as
a Certificate of Advanced Studies in Environmental Diplomacy of the University of Geneva.

18

Session 4A: Working with Law Enforcement to Protect Cultural Property
Rear-Admiral Denis Bigot
Rear-Admiral Denis Bigot was promoted "contre-amiral," in September 2015
and became the J9 assistant of the chief of staff (ACOS) of the Supreme
Headquarters Allied Power in Europe. (SHAPE). He joined the French Naval
Academy in 1978. After his tour as a midshipman on board FS Jeanne d'Arc,
he was appointed manoeuvre officer of FS Rhin, based in the Indian Ocean.
Then he enters the naval aviation and obtains his helicopter pilot license in
1985. He attended PWO course, specialising in anti-submarine warfare, after
which he received appointments on board frigates between 1987 and 1990 as
WG 13 Lynx pilot. (FS Tourville and FS De Grasse). From 1990 to 1991, he was employed as staff officer in
the naval aviation headquarters in Toulon. On completion, he was appointed as deputy commanding
officer of two squadrons (22nd, Toulon, 34th, Brest). During the first period, he assumed responsibility as
chief of detachment on board Carrier Vessel Foch. After commanding 34th squadron from 1993 to 1995,
and following War College from 1995 to 1996, he was appointed to the « operations» division of the naval
staff in Paris, where he was responsible for amphibious and naval aviation. After commanding the naval
aviation training school from 1999 to 2001, he was selected as staff officer of the training and education
branch in the French Navy human resources directorate. His subsequent appointment was as the head of
the forces employment overseas in the "operations" division joint headquarters (Paris). Between 2005
and 2007, he commanded the Lanveoc Naval Air Station (Brest). From 2007 to 2010, Rear-Admiral Bigot
was appointed as chief of the J3 maritime branch of the joint force command in Lisbon, where he was
responsible in his domain for NRF preparation exercises. Back in Paris, he commanded the recruitment
service from 2010 to 2011. Called by the human resource director in 2011, he became sub-director
"competences" in charge of all the training, education and recruitment in the French Navy. After a three
years’ appointment, he joins the French National Military Representative in Mons (Belgium) as the deputy
in charge of operations.

Claudio Cimino
Claudio Cimino is the secretary general of the World Association for the
protection of Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage in times of armed
conflicts (WATCH) and in this position he promotes and maintains relations
with international organisations and national stakeholders concerned with
the implementation of the UNESCO 1954 Hague Convention and its additional
protocols. During the last 15 years he was increasingly engaged in the study,
development and implementation of progressive risk preparedness,
mitigation and response measures to protect cultural heritage from the
effects of climate change, natural events and human activities as a key factor of territorial governance. He
is a member of the Board of Architects of Rome. After a decade spent doing research in Latin America and
coordinating international cooperation projects as resident expert for the Italian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, he designed and managed international cooperation projects in over 35 countries in Africa, Middle
East, Latin America and Europe focusing on: Architecture, Urban and Regional planning; Cultural Heritage
Restoration, Conservation and Management; Arts & Crafts and Industrial design. He has a MA and PostGraduate studies in Architecture at the University ‘La Sapienza’ in Rome.
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Elisabeth Decrey-Warner
Elisabeth Decrey-Warner is the Executive President and co-founder of Geneva
Call. She is currently a member of the Advisory Board of the Geneva Centre
for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) as well as of the Geneva
International Center for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD). For over 25 years,
she has worked with NGOs on issues relating to refugees, torture,
disarmament and humanitarian norms. Her work was recognized in 2005
when she was nominated for Switzerland as one of the 1000 Women for the
Nobel Peace Prize and she was recently awarded an Honorary Doctorate by
the University of Geneva. Ms Decrey Warner was a member of the Parliament of the Republic and Canton
of Geneva for 12 years and was elected its President in 2000.

Gilles Dutertre
Gilles Dutertre has held the posts of substitute of the Prosecutor and judge at
the Surveillance Court in France from 1997 to 2002. From 2002 to 2005, he
was detached to the sub-directorate of the Human Rights at the Legal Affairs
Directorate of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Paris, where he served as coagent of the French Government before the European Court of Human
Rights. During this period he participated in various multilateral negotiations
such as those relating to the International Convention for the Protection of
All Persons against Forced Disappearance. He was also a member of the
Steering Committee for Human Rights of the Council of Europe. Later, Mr
Dutertre served as first substitute of the prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (2005 to 2008). He subsequently joined the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court as a
trial attorney before being promoted as Senior Trial Attorney. It is in this capacity he leads the case
concerning the attack against the historic monuments and religious buildings in Timbuktu in 2012,
currently pending before the Court.

Benjamin Goes
Benjamin Goes is the Legal Advisor at the Chancellery of the Prime Minister
of Belgium, where he presides over the national coordination platform for
the implementation of the provisions of international law related to the
protection of cultural property. He has also co-authored an informative
brochure on the subject in December 2012, he was, in his personal capacity,
elected president of the Committee for the Protection of Cultural Property
in the Event of Armed Conflict, established by the Second Protocol of The
Hague Convention of 1954, and was reelected the following year. With the
support of the Committee, he aims to develop synergies within UNESCO as
well as with all other institutional and associative actors, and has implemented a proactive strategy for
the ratification of the aforementioned 1954 convention and its Protocols, to facilitate the development of
the Committee’s missions by helping them become more useful, efficient and concrete. In this context, he
has participated in a large number of national and international events.

20

Stéphane Kolanowski
Stéphane Kolanowski joined the Legal Division of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva in 1997, where he worked on
different issues, such as Human Rights as well as on some arms related
issues. In 1999, he participated in the build-up of the ICRC Delegation to the
EU, NATO and the Kingdom of Belgium, a Delegation in which he is still
working today as the Senior Legal Adviser. He is responsible for following
relevant legal developments in EU and NATO policies and operations and for
promoting and disseminating International Humanitarian Law for several
audiences. Since 2013, Mr Kolanowski is visiting professor at the College of Europe. He has published
articles on International Humanitarian Law, and participated in several conferences and seminars. He is
also at the origin of the “Bruges Colloquium” in International Humanitarian Law. Mr Kolanowski holds a
Law Degree and a Master in Laws (LL.M.) in Public International Law.

Antonia Pereira de Sousa
Antônia Pereira de Sousa is an Associate Cooperation Officer within the
Jurisdiction, Complementarity and Cooperation Division of the Office of the
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC). As such, she is
responsible for general cooperation and external relations for the Office of
the Prosecutor. Prior to working in the ICC, Ms Pereira de Sousa worked for
the Centre de Recherche en droit public of the Law Faculty of the Université
de Montréal, Canada, where she did legal research in the areas of
international law, globalization and issues of governance and global security.
Ms Pereira de Sousa also worked for a local NGO in Cape Town, South Africa, where she was responsible
for providing legal advice to refugees and asylum seekers, as well as for organizing workshops and weekly
radio programs on refugee and asylum seekers' issues. Ms Pereira de Sousa holds a Master’s degree in
International Humanitarian Assistance from the Law Faculty of Aix-en-Provence, France, as well as a
Diplôme de l'Institut d'Etudes Politiques of Aix-en-Provence.

Gianpietro Romano
Gianpietro Romano is a major of the Italian Carabinieri Corps. As of the 1 July
2015 he serves at the Permanent Delegation of Italy to UNESCO in his
capacity of expert in the protection of Cultural Heritage. From 2007 to 2015
he was in charge of the Antiques Section of the Carabinieri Department for
the Protection of Cultural Heritage (TPC). In this capacity he was in command
of a team of investigators working on crimes related to cultural heritage. He
graduated in Law, and then obtained a Master's degree in Art and Historical
studies and protection of Cultural Heritage. During his career, Mr Romano has
conducted many successful investigations, the last of which concerned the Girolamini’s library
despoliation. He was decorated with some of the Carabinieri Department's most prestigious awards,
including the Knighthood of the Italian Republic, the bronze medal for cultural commitment, the silver
medal for a long stretch of command and the silver Cross for a long stretch of duty.
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UN Analytical Support and Monitoring Team – UN Security Council
The ISIL (Da'esh) & Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee and the 1988 Sanctions
Committee (Taliban) are supported by the Analytical Support and Monitoring
Team. The Monitoring Team was established pursuant to resolution 1526
(2004) and is currently composed of nine experts. The mandate of the
Monitoring Team is fully described in paragraphs 43 - 44 and the annex of
resolution 2160 (2014) and in paragraphs 88 - 95 and annex I of resolution
2253 (2015).
The mandate includes inter alia:
• to report to the SC Committees on the changing nature of the threat posed by Al-Qaida, ISIL
(Da'esh) and the Taliban,
• to consult, in confidence, with Member States’ intelligence and security services as mandated in
Annex I (v) of the Security Council resolution 2253;
• to make recommendations to assist Member States to implement the measures;
• to assist the Committees in the consideration of listing proposals;
• to consult with Member States, United Nations agencies, other relevant organizations and
representatives of the private sector to promote awareness of and compliance with the measures
and to develop recommendations;
• to work with INTERPOL and Member States in the issuance of INTERPOL-UN Special Notices.
Regarding the illicit trade of cultural heritage as a source of terrorism financing, the Committee
included works of art and cultural property in the illustrative list of assets in 2014 as a suggestion of the
Monitoring Team. In its report S/2014/815 (November 2014) on the threat posed by ISIL and ANF, the
Monitoring Team, noting that those groups may generate revenue from the smuggling and sale of
antiquities illegally taken from the territory of the Syrian Arab Republic or Iraq, and recommended that
the Chair request the Security Council to mandate a world-wide moratorium on the trading of
antiquities from the Syrian Arab Republic or Iraq that lack clear, certified provenance. In paragraph 17
of resolution 2199 (2015) and reconfirmed in 2253 (2015), such a ban was introduced. Furthermore,
the Monitoring Team is mandated to conduct impact assessments of these new measures including
measures related to illicit trade of antiquities and to report to the Committee in order to track progress
on implementation, identify unintended consequences and unexpected challenges. Finally, the MT is
also called to facilitate further adjustments to the sanctions regime through its regular assessments
and reports and has developed contacts with representatives of the art market, museums and relevant
organizations, in particular with UNESCO. The Monitoring Team has recently published two reports
(S/2016/210 and S/2016/213) in this regard.
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Session 4B: (Social) Media and the Deliberate Targeting of Cultural Heritage
Chance Coughenour
Chance Coughenour’s PhD research utilizes geomatics engineering and
virtual reality to improve archaeological investigations. He has worked on
various projects which apply digital documentation methods to archaeology
and heritage in Germany, Belize, Mexico, Copan and Peru. His involvement
on a project funded by the EU (ITN-DCH) connected him with Matthew
Vincent, with whom he together started Rekrei (formerly Project Mosul)
after witnessing the destruction of heritage in northern Iraq. As the first
crowdsourced and open source initiative for the digital reconstruction of lost
heritage, the project was launched on 8 March 2015. The project aimed to crowdsource the virtual
reconstruction of the destroyed museum and eventually release a virtual museum where people around
the world could virtually visit the museum and offer a way to digitally preserve its memory. This has
already been accomplished thanks to Economist Magazine’s Media Lab. Although the original artifacts and
structures can never be replaced, their cultural memory can be preserved thanks to uniting web
development, reality-based reconstructions, and crowdsourcing. Rekrei continues to expand on a global
scale thanks to the growing participation of public and private organizations, such as the recent
collaboration with Ogilvy New York, Pet Gorilla, and UNESCO’s #Unite4Heritage.

Jacob Davey
Jacob Davey is a researcher at the Institute for Strategic Dialogue, a London
based think-tank which focuses on countering violent extremism (CVE). Mr
Davey researches how heritage destruction has been utilised as a tool to
broadcast extreme agendas and how cultural heritage can be utilised as a
counter-narrative to push back against extremist ideologies.

Silvia de Ascaniis
Silvia de Ascaniis is a postdoctoral researcher and lecturer at the Faculty of
Communication Sciences at Università della Svizzera italiana - USI, Lugano
(Switzerland). She conducts teaching and research activities mainly in the
frame of the UNESCO Chair in ICT to develop and promote sustainable
tourism in World Heritage Sites, on topics related to: the role and impact of
ICT in cultural tourism, religious tourism and pilgrimage; the use of ICT to
promote Heritage preservation; Heritage communication through ICT. Ms de
Ascaniis coordinates the initiative #Faces4Heritage, aimed at raising
awareness about Heritage destruction by violent extremism and promoting peace. The initiative was
presented at the U.S. Department of State in Washington D.C. on February 2016, as finalist of the global
challenge “P2P: Challenge Extremism”. In 2016 Silvia was invited by the U.S. Embassy in Switzerland to
take part to an on demand International Visitor Leadership Program, aimed at intensifying international
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relationships for Countering Violent Extremism. Among her main teaching commitments are: the Massive
Online Open Course (MOOC) "eTourism: Communication Perspectives" (the first MOOC in eTourism) and
the UNESCO Chair Summer Schools. She was executive director of two doctoral programs, both of them
founded by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF). Silvia’s publications focus on a range of topics
related to online communication, and use a variety of analytical methods, always pursuing the goal of
better understanding the relation between ICTs and society.

Javier Lesaca
Javier Lesaca is a Strategic Communication Consultant, with several years of
experience working in multilateral and Governmental institutions. He is also
visiting scholar at SMPA at the George Washington University. He is an
associated Professor at the Faculty of Communication at University of
Navarra in Spain, where he is also finishing his PHD with a research project
about audiovisual framing, social media and engagement communication
strategies. The case of study focuses on ISIS audiovisual strategy. Mr Lesaca
cooperates as an expert in the International Observatory for Terrorism
Studies, launched in Spain by the Spanish Collective of Victims of Terrorism.
He has also served as the Chief of the Cabinet of the Vice-president and the Spokesperson at the
Government of Navarra in Spain, and has been a socio-economic researcher at the Spanish Arab House, a
public institution linked to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs devoted to promote public diplomacy with the
Arab world. Javier has a Bachelor in Journalism at the University of Navarra and an M.A. In Arab Studies at
Georgetown University, where he studied as a Fulbright Scholar. He has also been studying Arabic in the
American University in Cairo (Egypt). During the last year Mr Lesaca has attended several panels analyzing
the communication strategy of terrorist groups, including events at the Security Council of United Nations
at New York.. He has also published articles about this issue at Brookings Institution and has been
interviewed by the most relevant USA and Spanish Media, including New York Times, CNN and NBC. His
research project has been mentioned at the Committee on Oversight & Government Reform at the US
Congress.

Julie Majerczak
Julie Majerczak is the EU Advocacy Advisor for Reporters without Borders.
She moved to Brussels in 2002 as a journalist to report on EU affairs for the
French daily newspaper Libération for which she worked for ten years. Since
April 2015, she has been the EU correspondent for the French daily
newspaper Le Parisien and closely follows European environmental issues for
online media Novethic. Ms Majerczak has also worked for sustainable
development magazine Terra Eco and the online publication Contexte. Before
becoming a journalist, Julie worked in politics as an MEP assistant in charge of
speechwriting and as a political adviser to a French environment minister. Born in Paris, she has a Masters
in Law and is a graduate of Science Po Paris.

24

Results and Closing
Koen Verlaeckt
Koen Verlaeckt is the second Vice-President of EUNIC, the network of
European national institutes of culture and national bodies engaged in
cultural and related activities beyond their national borders. Koen obtained
his university degree in history and his Ph.D. degree in archaeology, both at
the University of Ghent, where he was active in archaeological research.
Nationally and internationally, he published several books and articles,
specializing in the archaeology of the Bronze Age (c. 2000-750 BC), both in
Flanders (Belgium) and Denmark. In 1997 he joined the Flemish Science and
Innovation administration, first as a senior researcher in the Sciences
Division, since 2003 as acting head of division of the Technology and Innovation Division. He was
responsible for policy monitoring and policy preparation in various topics, ranging from basic research to
bilateral international S&T co-operation. From 1 March 2006 to 9 October 2007, Mr Verlaeckt served as
Head of Cabinet and as senior advisor in charge of science and innovation policy. In 2008 he was
appointed by the Government of Flanders for a first 6-year mandate as Secretary General of the Flanders
Department of Foreign Affairs. The Department has been entrusted with the preparation, evaluation and
monitoring of Flemish governmental policy in the field of foreign affairs, development cooperation,
foreign trade and tourism. Mr Verlaeckt started his second mandate as Secretary General in 2014

Jyoti Hosagrahar
Jyoti Hosagrahar is the Director of the Division of Creativity at UNESCO. Prior
to joining UNESCO, she was a Professor and Director of the SUI Lab at GSAPP,
at Columbia University, New York; and held a UNESCO Chair in Culture,
Habitat, and Sustainable Development at the Srishti Institute of Art, Design,
and Technology in Bangalore, India where she was also Chair of the Ph.D.
programme; and she is the Founder-Director of Sustainable Urbanism
International (SUI), an NGO in Bangalore, India. Architect, planner, and
cultural historian, Ms Hosagrahar has been engaged with planning, design,
and policies on urban development, urban conservation and heritage management, and sustainability
issues. For a number of years, she was an expert for UNESCO on historic cities, culture and development,
and urban sustainability. She is an expert for the UN Habitat III Policy Unit on Socio Cultural Urban
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