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ID [2016-58] 
 

 
 

Paulo Freire is considered the most important Brazilian educator of all times. His legacy 

crosses and break down boundaries until nowadays. His ideas, originated from 

experiences of Brazilian northeast, as teacher and social activist, made of him one of the 

most creative and genuine expressions of critical pedagogy, which he himself created. 

His thought influenced different areas of knowledge and inserted the Popular Education 

in world history education. He has offered a theory of knowledge from an ethical-

critical-political-educational perspective, and from it, conceived an adult literacy 

methodology being named Patron of the  Brazilian Education by law 12.612 of 13 april 

2012. Ana Maria Araújo Freire and Paulo Freire Institute keep in custody together 

documents that lead references for those who desire to investigate Freire's life and work, as 

well as for those who would like to contribute to keep alive and reinvent his legacy. It 

is a vast collection that makes reference to popular education, education and youth and 

adult literacy, social movements, political education, ecopedagogy, among others. For 

the relevance of this collection as an international cultural patrimony, we present this 

archive as candidate for the nomination in the International Memory of the World of 

UNESCO in 2016. 
 

 

 
2.1 Name of nominator (person or organization) 

 

Ana Maria Araújo Freire, also known as Nita Freire (AMAF), and Paulo Freire Institute 

(PFI). 

 
 

2.2 Relationship to the nominated documentary heritage 

Ana Maria Araújo Freire – Supporter of part of Paulo Freire's personal archives: 

 

ANA MARIA ARAÚJO FREIRE is PAULO FREIRE's widow and legal successor of 

Paulo Freire's work, named by him in WILL, of June 6th, 1995, carried in lv. 1343/119, 

from the 12th Public Notary's Office, of São Paulo, capital. She has a doctor degree in 

Education by Pontifícia Universidade Católica de São Paulo since October 7th, 1994. 

After her husband PAULO FREIRE's death in May 2nd, 1997, and following his will by 

TESTAMENT, she has been organizing, naming and publishing all his unpublished works, 

as well as encouraging new publications of every book written by him since her marriage 

with the educator, in March 27th 1998, whose entitlements belong, legitimately and 

legally, in various vernacular languages of the world. By donation of PAULO FREIRE 

himself, endorsed by legal decision, she is owner of an important part of the Collection 

2.0 Nominator 

1.0 Summary 
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enrolled in this document. She has been receiving also donation from familiars e admirers 

of Paulo Freire. She wrote about her husband a fundamental work in which there are facts 

that only who knew him very well and for more than 70 years could testify, that 

contribute a lot for clarification about who is PAULO FREIRE, central question of this 

candidacy: “Paulo Freire: uma história de vida”. Foreword of Alipio Casali and Vera 

Barreto”. São Paulo: Villa das Letras, 2006. “Prêmio Jabuti”, 2º Place, Biography 

Category, in 2007. In Press for a 2nd Edition, in 2016. She also published a book co-

authored with him about the love of two with poems, love letters, essays, narratives and 

photographs, “Nós dois”, (The Two of Us) authored by Ana Maria (AMAF) and Paulo 

Freire. 
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Instituto Paulo Freire (IPF) – Entity who keeps in custody under part of Paulo Freire's 

personal files: 

 

Instituto Paulo Freire (IPF) was born from an idea of Paulo Freire himself in April 12th / 

1991. He wanted to gather people and institutions that, moved by the same dreams about 

an humanizing education, could go deeper in their reflection, improve their practices and 

strengthen the struggle for a construction of another possible world. Since the 

beginning, Paulo Freire has followed every moment of this history: he suggested names, 

he participated in the discussion of the Statute and in the definition of the basic lines of 

action and, after its official foundation, he has taken part on the main discussions and 

he always contributed with his valuable and enlightening reflections for the 

development of the projects. 

 

Since the birth of Instituto Paulo Freire, it has been a principle in his objectives the idea of 

being a documentation space. This intention got stronger from 1994, when the Institute 

moved for the Street Cerro Corá, 550, Alto da Lapa, São Paulo City, this made possible to 

enlarge the rooms of the institution and make the first meetings in the space that initially 

was named “Arquivos Paulo Freire” (Paulo Freire Archives), counting with Paulo Freire's 

presence. 

 

Besides the materials about the experience in exile, since its foundation, they have also 

searched to gather materials about educational policies referenced in Paulo Freire's 

thoughts and materials about his experience in the Education Secretariat of São Paulo 

City, because a lot of popular democratic mandates had started with Secretariats, 

developing actions inspired into Paulo Freire's ideas and proposals and there were many 

people interested in knowing the register of this experience. 

 

Once created Paulo Freire Archives, he participated of activities in this space. For 

example, he recorded interviews for journalists, he received foreign researchers and he 

participated of Um Salto para o Futuro (A Jump for the Future) project, of Fundação 

Roquete Pinto (Roquete Pinto Foundation). Since this time, IPF has already received 

visits of people interested in knowing the institution and, after Paulo Freire's death, with 

the arrival of his personal library and other documents of his collection, this fact 

contributed to increase the presence of researchers, students, people interested in his 

thought and his practice. So, Centro de Referência Paulo Freire (Paulo Freire Reference 

Center - PFRC), that, since its creation, has had the central objective of increasing the 

access to Paulo Freire's work to all and everyone. 

 

Until today, Centro de Referência Paulo Freire receives researchers interested in 

deepening their knowledge focusing in their dissertations and theses, graduation students 

in phase of elaboration of monographs, people interested in Paulo Freire's life and work, 

managers of public and private units searching contribution in freirian referential, 

representatives of governments and of higher education of public and private institutions – 

national and international. 

 

Since its creation until nowadays, PFRC has already received more than 5.000 people 

from Brazil and from several parts of the world. Among the foreign people that have 

already visited PFRC, we highlight: India, Japan, England, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 

Mozambique, Panama, Taiwan, South Korea, China, Australia, Portugal, New Zealand, 

France, Italy, Canada, Finland, Angola, Mozambique, Cape Verde, Mexico, Uruguay, 
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Argentina, Chile, United States, Cuba, Colombia, Bolivia, Venezuela, Romania, South 

Africa, Germany, Haiti, Austria, Spain, Nether-Lands, Costa Rica, Denmark, United 

States, Panama, Paraguay, Portugal, Romain, Switzerland, Taiwan, Peru and Ecuador. 

 
 

2.3 Contact person / people (to provide information on nomination) 

 

Ana Maria Araújo Freire and Angela Maria Biz Rosa Antunes (IPF). 

 
 

2.4 Contact details 

 

 

Name: Address: 

Ana Maria Araújo Freire Rua Sergipe, 424 Apto 8B / Higienóplis / São Paulo -SP - 01243-000 
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3.1  Name and identification details of the items being nominated 

 
Ana Maria Araújo Freire - Supporter of part of Paulo Freire's personal archives: 

 
Paulo Freire's Personal File, belonging to Particular Collection of Ana Maria Araújo, is 

composed by mainly, personal documents and original of PAULO FREIRE:  Original 

handwritten letter of Mr. Temístocles to Mrs. Edeltrudes telling he loved her, dated on 

August, 1908; Original letter of his mother Edeltrudes Marriage Proposal written on May 

14th, 1910, handwritten by his father Temístocles himself writing for his future father-in-

law; Original handwritten letter of Paulo's father and also of his own for the daughter/sister 

Stella's for her fifteen years old commemoration , dated of December 20u', 1932; the "Livro 

do Bebê" (Baby Book), filled by Paulo's parents since when he was born, on September 

l9th, 1921; "Arte de aprender a letra manuscripta" (Art of learning to read) by Duarte 

Ventura, book published in Paris by Va J. P. ALLAUD GUILLARD E Ca., "Livreiros de 

suas magestades O Imperador do Brasil e El-Rei de Portugal , Rua Saint-André-des-Arts", 

in 1871; a book with post cards colorful Ricardo di Napoli, 32 Vedute, with notes in the 

back "Paulo Freire, October, 1928, Casa Amarela'', Four Passports, including the first of his 

life, dated of 1979; Military Discharge Card, Birth and Baptism Certificate; His two 

marriages certificates (the one of his first marriage is a copy); Work Permits; Process of 

requests to the Brazilian Government to granting of passports; Safe-Conducts of foreign 

governments; Medical Prescriptions; Radiographies; DVD about the catheter to which he 

submitted himself in April, 1997; Medicinal Valuations;   Diplomas   of   received   honors,   

some   of   them   represented   by   banners,    folders   and    posters. 
 
 

 

Correspondence received and answered, most of them are handwritings. Agendas of 

activities in 1997, 1996 (2), 1995 (2), 1994, 1992 e 1987, all of them with PAULO 

FREIRE's notes. Particular letters and notes; Letters and telegrams congratulating Paulo 

Freire and Nita's wedding; Visit Cards. Two books of signatures of presences, in 

commemoration to Paulo Freire's seventies. Copies of books written in several 

countries about or based on PAULO FREIRE's theory, a lot of them with other author's 

dedication. Collection of magazines with interviews or about the educator. Nearly 500 

photographs; draws, paintings and caricatures made by admirers. Silver plaques and other 

materials given in several honors. Audio Cassettes (Tapes) and (VHS tapes); Title of Citizen 

and Doctor Honoris Causa, originals. This Collection counts on typographic proves and 

every PAULO FREIRE's original handwritten work, written after his marriage, in 1988, 

under custody: Pedagogy of Hope; The education in the city; Politics and Education; 

Teacher yes, aunt no; Letters to Cristina; Under the shadow of this house; Pedagogy of 

Autonomy; Pedagogy of Indignation; Pedagogy of possible dreams; Pedagogy of 

Tolerance; Pedagogy of Commitment and “Nós dois” (We Two), book in which there 

are a lot of poetry and love letters to her. The handwritten of “Recife Sempre” (Recife 

Always) poetry, of February, 1969; reading and valuation cards, elaborated between 1947 

and 1970, that are going to be published in the work named “My registers of educator”. 

Copies of PAULO FREIRE's work published around the world as well as other about him 

and official publications of his mandate as Secretary of Education in São Paulo City. 

Letters, telegrams, emails and 57 flower crowns band sent in the moment of PAULO 

FREIRE's passing away. Therefore, the vast Collection of PAULO FREIRE under custody 

of Ana Maria Araújo Freire covers a longer period: to the end of the 19th Century, to even 

before Paulo's birth, in 1921, from 2013. 

 

Collection under custody of Paulo Freire Institute: 
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Collection Educator Paulo Freire, held in Paulo Freire's Institute and stored in Paulo Freire's 

Reference Center, is known as a space that operationalize and materializes the notion of 

memory ensuring the preservation of unity, integrity and organic of the total of 

accumulated documents and produced by the educator Paulo Freire during his personal and 

intellectual trajectory. 
 

The documents that compose the Educator Paulo Freire’s Collection covers a distinguished 

composition of typology, contents and documents formats, as description below: 

 

Press article, Journal article, Proceedings, Minutes, Normative acts, Journal, Brochure 

(Bulletin), Photos, Serial Publication, Document Chapter, Posters, letters, Primer, Primer 

literacy, Certificate, Certificates, Communications, Papers, Opinions, Course Plan, 

Program, Ordinances, Projects, Research Project, Curriculum Proposal, Report, Report of 

Activities, Conferences, Invitations, Dissertation, Working Paper, Dossiers, Inserts, 

brochures, Comics, Manual, Legislation, Books, Textbook, Paradidactic Book, Teaching 

Materials, Critical Analysis, Biography, Bibliography, Bulletin, Charges, Collection, 

Statistical Data, Debate, Statements, Speeches, Interviews, Articles, Research, Glossaries, 

Reports, Manifestos, Memos, Mail Messages, Minutes, Offices, Opinions, 

Pronouncements, Curricular proposals, Questionnaires, Regiments, Reviews, Itineraries, 

many Texts from Paulo Freire, Paulo Freire’s Manuscripts, Interviews with Paulo 

Freire, Paulo Freire's correspondences, National Matches, Matches International, Audio 

Cassette Tapes and Paulo Freire's, Conferences and Lectures Taught, Tributes, 

Dialogues, Texts, Ordinances, Charters, Videos, Photos of Paulo Freire,  Bonds,  Personal 

Objects. 

 

The file gathers documentary items accumulated and produced by Paulo Freire during his 

life, or received after his death by devolutions or donation. Such documentary resources 

reflect the performance of actions  and activities made by the Educator during his 

personal academic, professional, intellectual, political, sociocultural and social trajectory. 

 

The file was formed historically by four main sources: materials that came from Paulo 

Freire`s house (of his authorship or donated to him), when he died, production of 

Instituto Paulo Freire (1991-1997), of Professor Moacir Gadotti (1980-1997) and 

donation by other people (1991-1997). 

 

The materials came from Paulo Freire's house are composed, among other things, of 

received and sent correspondence, personal identification documents, besides a number 

of loose material of several nature as  magazines, books, notebooks, loose texts, 

dissertation, theses, among others. 

 

 

3.4.History/provenance 

 

PAULO REGLUS NEVES FREIRE, was born in September 19th 1921, in Recife, PE. His 

parents were Joaquim Temísstocles Freire and Edeltrudes Neves Freire. With the 

capitalist crisis of 1929/30, the Freire family lost everything, moving to Jaboatão dos 

Guararapes, PE. There PAULO FREIRE suffered enormous difficulties: hunger and the 

father lost, that forged them the democratic spirit and the perception of injustices. He 

did his secondary school in the Oswaldo Cruz College, from Recife, where later he would 
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become a Portuguese teacher. He took his Diploma in 1947, Bachelor in Law, by the Law 

Faculty University of Recife, but he gave up working as a lawyer in the first case. He 

worked in SESI-PE (Social Industry Service) of Pernambuco until the Coup d'Etat of 1964. 

He did a public concourse to become an University Teacher in Recife: accepted, he was 

declared Teacher of the F.F.C. and Letters and became Free Scholar of the Escola de 

Belas Artes, of this University. Created, in 1962 the first Cultural Extension Service 

(CES) of Brazil in the University of Recife, in where he improved his “Paulo Freire 

Literacy Method”, experienced at the beginning in the Cultural Circles from the Cultural 

Popular Movement, of Recife. He extended his works to the campaigns in Natal (RN), to 

João Pessoa (PB) and to Angicos (RN), experience that became famous for the capacity 

to literate 300 workers in a short time. The Brazilian President of that time João 

Goulart and the Minister of Education Theotônio de Barros Filho were present at the 

graduation feast. Afterwards a new Minister was nominated for the Education post, Paulo de 

Tarso Santos in order to organize a project that would literate 3 million adult people. 

This project was called the “National Literacy Program”, that would turn possible, 

certainly, to put an end to the unbalance of the secular forces of the dominating 

right wing, in power. In place the Military Dictatorship of April first, the NLP is 

immediately extinguished. In prison for three times Paulo Freire answered the 

inquisitions of the University of Pernambuco (MEC) and the one established by the 

National Army. He takes exile in the Bolivian embassy in Rio de Janeiro. Goes to exile, 

but the Coup d`État in Bolivia took him to Chile. In Chile he lived four years from 1964 

to 1969. He taught, in 1969, in Harvard University, USA. Moved to Switzerland, to 

work in the World Council of Churches as a consultant in the Education Department, 

created especially for his work, in order to  give educational assistance to many nations in 

the world, above all to the projects of the governments of Guine Bissau, Cape Verde, 

Angola and São Tomé e Principe. He was also Professor at the University of Geneva. 

With the 
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amnesty, in 1979, gets his first passport, and came immediately to Brazil. He returned 

from an exile of sixteen years, in 1980, for his “origin context” and never more get away 

from it. He has been a teacher at the Pontíficia Universidade Católica de São Paulo, 

invited from the Cardinal of São Paulo Dom Paulo Evaristo Arns; and from the University 

of Campinas by the insistence of the students of that University. He accepted the 

Education Secretariat of the city of São Paulo, in Luiza Erundina's Administration, at that 

time from the Workers Party. From 1989 to 1991 he acted strongly to try to change the 

reality in the schools of São Paulo, trying to make the schools more humanized, by a 

democratic and popular politic. He received the “Mohammad Reza Pahlevi” award, from 

UNESCO, in Persepolis; “International Award King Balduino for the Development”, 1980, 

Belgium; “Education for Peace Award” from UNESCO, 1986, France; “Interamerican of 

Education Andrés Bello Award – Educator of the Continent in 1992” from the 

Organization of the American States (OAS), USA; and the “40st Moinho Santista Award”, 

from the Brazilian Foundation in 1995, Brazil. He has been indicated to the Austúrias 

Prince Award, from Spain, in 1988; and for the “Nobel Peace Award”, in 1995. He is the 

Brazilian with the greatest quantity of Titles of Doctor Honoris Causa. He received 34 

titles alive, and 7 of these ones in Memoriam, given to his widow Ana Maria Araújo 

Freire; he received 5 titles for Merit Teacher, in total 46 titles from the highest 

academic Hierarchies. He received also 14 titles of Honorary President, and 15 titles of 

Citizen, from cities and States. He posses 21 books published written by himself and 19 

others together with other writers, all in Portuguese, being almost all of them translated 

for other languages. It is known that, 343 public and private schools have his name; 62 

Avenues, Streets (2 abroad) have his name; an educational TV channel; 20 academic 

directories; 14 libraries; 32 Research Centers; 14 Lecture's chair; and 6 monuments. He 

received hundred of medals and silver blades from many homages that he received all 

over the world. The “MEC” (Brazilian Educational Ministry) created the Freire 

Platform as a support to form the educator of Basic Schools. Paulo Freire has been theme of 

Samba School Leandro de Itaquera, from São Paulo. He received the Political Amnisty in 

November 26th 2009, in request of his widow Ana Maria Araújo Freire. He is Patron 

from the Federal District, since September 19th 2011; Patron of Education from Sergipe 

State, by the law 7. 382/2012, and BRAZILIAN PATRON OF EDUCATION, named by 

the LAW number 12.612, signed by President Dilma Roussef in April 13th 2012. Paulo 

Freire received tribute of Pope Francisco when receiving in Privacy Audience his widow 

Ana Maria Araújo Freire, that offered hers and all Paulo Freire's books, in Portuguese, in 

April 24th 2015, in Vatican. He got married twice: in 1944, in Recife, with the primary 

teacher Elza Maia Costa Oliveira, and, in 1988, with the University teacher Ana 

Maria Araújo Hasche, whose signature is now Freire. Paulo Freire passed away when he 

was 75 years old of a heart attack in São Paulo, in May 2nd 1997, leaving his widow Ana 

Maria Araújo Freire and five children of his first marriage. 

 

Information taken from Ana Maria Araújo Freire's book “Paulo Freire: uma história de vida”. 

Indaiatuba: Villa das Letras, 2006. Jabuti Prize 2007, 2nd place, Category Biography (to 

become a book for the 4th repressing), and from the notes of Ana Maria Araújo Freire. 

 

Collection under custody of Ana Maria Araújo Freire: 

 

Ana Maria Araújo Freire met PAULO FREIRE when she was less than 5 years old and 

he went to secundary school, in Recife, Colégio Oswaldo Cruz, her parent's propriety, 

Genove and Aluízio Pessoa de Araújo. Humble, tolerant and a studier he made in few 

years to go out of the internship of Portuguese Language for teacher of Ana Maria at the 
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school he used to study. With capitalist crises of 1929/30 Paulo's family lost everything and 

moved to Jaboatão. In this little city Paulo Freire has lost his father and has passed by 

deeps economic trials. The hunger and living close of the worker class wake in him the 

feeling, only felt, but not understood, in its substantivity, of injustice determined for the 

difference of social classes. This was the the beginning of his consternation about the 

conditions and oppressions relationships which he will analyze afterwards to write his 

political-pedagogical work. Ana Maria Araújo Freire, ex-student and a Paulo's friends, 

amazed herself because Paulo Freire didn't save his handwritten texts. She warned him 

about that, but the handwritten texts continued to go to publishing houses to be typed and 

never came back. They saved the original texts of Pedagogy of Oppressed because 

PAULO FREIRE was denounced to President of Chile Eduardo Frey as an author of a 

book against Chile, its population and its government. In order to extinguish doubts 

about the verity of the denounce, PAULO FREIRE gave the original handwritten text to 

Jacques Choncol; he decided to not publish the book in Chile and to accept invitations to 

work in United States of America (to teach in Harvard University) and Switzerland (in the 

World Council of Churches). Back of exile, this practice of not taking care of his 

collection continued until his marriage, on 27 th March, 1988, to Ana Maria Araújo Freire. 

As an historian of education, she had the clear perception of importance of her 

husband's texts, overall because everything he has written had been elaborated with 

care and prettiness. She 

assume the responsibility, with his endorsement and joy, the task of taking care and saving 

everything he wrote. Thus, the collection of PAULO FREIRE was built by his personal 

documents and everything he has ever produced, received and saved during the last 10 years of 

his life, during his new marriage. Handwritten texts produced by himself from 1988, that he 

himself gave to “Nita's files”; Handwritten of several authors preface, from Brazil, from abroad; 

little poems; letter to friends and thanks to received honors; interviews answered in writing, some 

documents dated before 1988, already published in his book, that she organized and make it to be 

publish. We want to highlight, as documents of the highest historical importance to PAULO FREIRE's 

memory, as writer, as ethical-political educator and as person, the handwritten of his books, 

already mentioned; the poesy “Recife Always”, a truly ode of love and homesick of his birth land; 

the letters and love poems written to Nita, published in 2013, in the book in which there are the both 

of them as authors, “Nós dois”. These texts are, without doubts, of great richness for the studies of 

Brazilian, Latin-America, Caribbean and of the worldwide education in face of deeps and inedited 

analyzes in the fields of epistemology, of politics, of anthropology, of ethic and of the aesthetics of 

reality of these spaces of America, Oceania, Africa and Europe. They are text of rare beauty and 

undeniable historical importance for all humanity. 

 

Collection under the custody of Paulo Freire Institute: 

 

The Collection of Instituto Paulo Freire is composed by materials acquired by the following sources: 

 

1. Donation by Paulo Freire. By the occasion of creation of the Instituto Paulo Freire, Freire 

personally donated part of his collection, because he recognized the importance of PFI work. 

During this period, PFI received from the hands of Paulo Freire, periodicals, photos, videos, picture 

with the image of Paulo Freire. 

2. Donation by the sons and daughters of Paulo Freire: before and after civil-military coup 

libraries, as well as manuscripts and personal documents, telephone books, the books file, trophies, 

honors and diplomas. 

3. Donation of various materials by people who knew Paulo Freire, such as Professor Moacir 

Gadotti, accumulated texts, photos, videos, transcripts of speeches, tributes, reports and donations 
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from other educators as Carlos Rodrigues Brandão, Arturo Ornelas, Laurence Simon etc. 

4. Donation of several materials provided by researchers and people that study about Paulo Freire. 

5. Several materials that came from the Municipal Secretary of Education of São Paulo, from the 

World Council of Churches and other works conducted by Freire throughout his life. As well as 

materials which came from his home. 

6. Materials accumulated by the collaborators of Instituto Paulo Freire. 

 

Many books of the collection bring manuscript notes by Freire, that reveal his readings and 

reflections, as well as the authors who influenced his thought. The documentation reveals the 

impact of his work in different areas of knowledge: Philosophy, Religion, Social Sciences and 

Humanities, Philology and Linguistics, Sociology, Politics, Applied Science, Arts, Literature, History, 

Geography and Biology. 

 

 

 
4.1 Owner of the documentary heritage (name and contact details) 

Name 
 

Ana Maria 

Araújo Freire 

Address 

 

424 Sergipe st, Apt 8B / Higienópolis / São Paulo, SP 01243-000 

 
 

 

Telephone 
 

(+55) (11) 

3257-6975 

Facsimile 
 

(+55) (11) 3368-2995 

Email 
 

nitafreire@uol.com.br 

 

 

Name 
 

Instituto Paulo Freire 

Address 
 

550 Cerro Corá st / Alto da Lapa / São Paulo, SP 05061-100 

Telephone 
 

(+55) (11) 3021-5536 

Facsimile 
 

(+55) (11) 3024-3636 

Email 
 

angela@paulofreire.org 

 

4.2 Custodian of the documentary heritage (name and contact details if different from the owner) 
 

Name Address 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Telephone Facsimile Email 
 

 
 

4.0 Legal information 

mailto:nitafreire@uol.com.br
mailto:angela@paulofreire.org
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4.3 Legal status 
 

 

 

Under the custody of Ana Maria Araújo Freire: 

 

ANA MARIA ARAÚJO FREIRE is legal successor of the work of PAULO FREIRE, named 

by him by testament, dated from June 6th, 1995, registered in Lv. 1343/119, in 12o. Cartório de 

Notas (Registry Office), of São Paulo, Capital. By judicial decision holds part of the collection and 

his objects. 

 

Under the custody of Instituto Paulo Freire: 

 

Paulo Freire's children donated to Instituto Paulo Freire a number of documents that were under the 

care of the educator. In addition to the donation, in a authorization term dated from April 29th, 2009, 

the children permitted Instituto Paulo Freire to make available to the public all Paulo Freire's 

productions made until the date of his second marriage with teacher Ana Maria Araújo Freire, 

except publications of publishers that have been regularly re-editing the books written by Paulo 

Freire and paying the corresponding copyrights to his children. 

 
 

 
 

4.4 Accessibility 
 

 

 

Under the custody of Ana Maria Araújo Freire: 

 

The access to documents is granted by prior schedule with Ana Maria Araújo Freire by the e-mail 

nitafreire@uol.com.br or by the phone number (+55) (11) 3257-6975. The consults are free. 

Part of the material, video tapes and DVDs were cleaned and scanned. 

 

Under the custody of Paulo Freire Institute: 

 

The documents composing Collection Educator Paulo Freire are available for free and public 

consultation. In order to reconcile the expansion of access and the preservation of the originals, most 

of the items document was scanned and made available for consultation and access via a digital 

repository on the website:  www.acervo.paulofreire.org. 

 

To enable access for people with reduced mobility, the building in which PFRC has a mobile ramp and 

elevator. For the visually impaired, the repository brings some audiobooks. 

 

The documents (texts, videos, audios and photos) are available, in its majority, for free access and 

use under Creative Commons license. This license offers an internationally recognized standard 

both in spelling and in order to inform users of the documents made available which uses are 

allowed. The six large licenses are: Attribution - CC-By; Attribution – Share the terms on the same 

license - CC BY-SA; Attribution - Prohibition of realization of Derivative Works - CC BY-ND; 

Attribution - Noncommercial use - CC-BY-NC; Attribution – Noncommercial use - Share the terms 

on the same license - CC BY-NC-SA; Attribution – Noncommercial use - Prohibition of realization 

of Derivative Works - CC BY-NC-ND, the latter being the term used in  the assignment done by 

Paulo Freire's daughters and sons. 

 

Currently, the user can request the reproduction of any document that composes the Collection Paulo 

Freire, in the following categories: 

mailto:nitafreire@uol.com.br
http://www.acervo.paulofreire.org/
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1. Digital Copy. 

2. Electrostatic reproduction of the printed material. 

 

Many of the documentary items are available in the following languages: Portuguese, Spanish, 

English, French, Italian, German, Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Norwegian, Finnish, Basque, 

Georgian, Indonesian,  Arabic,  Catalan and Galician.  
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Thus, access is granted to the general public in the following ways: 

 

1. Local research. 

2. Access to the archive through internet: www.acervo.paulofreire.org. 

 

The visit schedule is from Monday to Friday, from 9 a.m to 6 p.m. and the virtual 

collection can be accessed anywhere around the world, 24 hours a day. 

 
 

 
 

 

4.5 Copyright status 
 

 

 

Under the custody of Ana Maria Araújo Freire: 

 

ANA MARIA ARAÚJO FREIRE is the legal owner of the copyrights of the books written 

by PAULO FREIRE after 1988, and from all unpublished texts independently of the date 

that it was written, by the TESTAMENT, dated from June 6th, 1995, registered in Lv. 

1343/119, of the 12º Cartório de Notas (Registry office), São Paulo, Capital, and of all 

documents and poems that integrate the personal files of Paulo Freire, donated by him to 

her file. 

 

Under the custody of Instituto Paulo Freire: 

 

Paulo Freire's children donated to Instituto Paulo Freire a number of documents that were 

under the care of the educator. In addition to the donation, in a authorization term dated 

from April 29th, 2009, the children permitted Instituto Paulo Freire to make available to 

the public all Paulo Freire's productions made until the date of his second marriage with 

teacher Ana Maria Araújo Freire, except publications of publishers that have been  

regularly re-editing the books written by Paulo Freire and paying the corresponding 

copyrights to his children.  

 

 
 

 
5.0 Assessment against the selection criteria 

http://www.acervo.paulofreire.org/
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5.1 Authenticity 

 

Under the custody of Ana Maria Araújo Freire: 

 

The personal archive of Paulo Freire belonging to the file of Ana Maria Araújo Freire was 

built during his 10- years-marriage with the Educator, who brought together manuscripts 

of his books written since 1988; manuscripts still unpublished; letters, photographs and 

other documents already listed in this document, throughout his life. All personal 

documents and produced, received and retained by Paulo Freire during his second 

marriage were left to Ana Maria Araújo Freire by the holder of the collection, as confers in 

item 3.2. 

 

Under the custody of Instituto Paulo Freire: 

 

The authenticity of the materials can be proved by the handwritten notes on the pages, 

where Paulo Freire commented and made considerations about the books he had read. 

In the case of all material donated to Instituto Paulo Freire the authenticity may be 

proved by Paulo Freire's the sons and daughters, besides the testament. One of his sons, 

Mr. Lutgardes Costa Freire, is member of Instituto Paulo Freire and participates of the 

organization of the team in Centro de Referência Paulo Freire. 

 

5.2 Regional significance 

 

All personal and professional documents of the collection of Ana Maria Araújo Freire, with 

few exceptions of copies of Paulo Freire diplomas, prior to 1988, are original. The loss 

or disappearance of any item of this Collection would be irreparable damage, given its 

high significance for the historical and cultural memory of the Brazilian nation. 

 

In the collection under the custody of Instituto Paulo Freire exists original publications of 

the educator, that being lost, it would cause a irreparable damage to the memory of 

humanity’s education. A considerable part of educator Paulo Freire’s accumulated library 

is considered by specialists as rarity. The pre-coup library holds books from the early 

century that are classics from different knowledge areas, and by bringing manuscript 

documents of the educator, become unique documents. Furthermore, the museum items 

like his desk, his agendas, a multimedia projector model used in literacy experiences of 

the 1960s, and several manuscripts in his own hand the educator. The loss of a material 

like this would be a huge loss to the history of education. 

 

with the example of the notes written by him, articles, correspondence, his appointment 

books , both in Brazil and the countries into where his work was translated and used. The 

collection includes rare books of different areas of knowledge, accumulated by Paulo 

Freire, which have notes written by himself, what makes them unique. 

 

Besides that, his work contributed with the construction of a Popular Education 

paradigm that has marked Latin America and that gives bases to several experiences and 

projects. It is about a rich and varied tradition recognized for its emancipatory, alternative, 

alterative and participative character. 

 

Among many contributions, below there are some highlights of the principles supported by 
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Paulo Freire: 

 

1. Theorize the practice to transform it; 

2. Recognition of the legitimacy of popular knowledge at a time of extreme elitism. 

3. A method of teaching and research of the interpretation of reality. 

4. An education as a practice of freedom, a precondition for democracy. 

5. Harmonization between formal and non-formal. 

6. The utopia as true realism of the educator. 

 

The inspiring contributions of Paulo Freire to the Popular Education are still very current, 

constantly reinvented by new social and educational practices. The following freirian thesis 

are particularly current: 

1. The school is not the only educational space: we learn in the fight; 
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2. The politicity inherent in the educational act: all education presupposes a society 

project. 

3. Refusal to the fatalistic thought (neoliberal): “The world not ‘is’; the world is being”. 

4. The pedagogy committed with an active citizenship. The Popular Education 

stimulates the political participation, citizen, of the popular classes, to overcome 

oppressive social conditions; 

5. Ethics as central reference of the search to radicalization of democracy. About 

this concept, Paulo Freire was a pioneer in Latin America, against the old left-

wing thesis that did not value democracy. The revolution is unachievable without 

ethics. 

 

Educators as Licínio Lima (Portugal), Pep Aparício Guadas, (Spain), Henry A. Giroux 

(USA), Martin Carnoy (USA), Federico Mayor (Spain), Eduardo Suplicy (Brazil) 

received an enormous influence and contributions from the freirean pedagogy and 

continue inspiring themselves on it. Paulo Freire has been a conference actor in many 

countries and received titles of Doctor Honoris Causa in many countries of the world for 

example: 

 

- University from Bologna, Italy. 

- University of Claremont, Claremont, California, United States. 

- Piaget Institute, Lisbon, Portugal. 

- Massachusetts University, Amherst, Mass., United States 

- Complutense Madrid University, Madrid, Spain. 

- University from Mons-Hainaut, Mons, Belgium. 

- Wheelock College, Boston, Mass., United States. 

- University of El Salvador, San Salvador. 

- Fielding Institute, Santa Barbara, California, United States. 

- University of Illinois, Chicago, Illinois, United States. 

- University of Stockholm Carlos Gustavo XV, Sweden. 

- University of Nebraska, Omaha, Nebraska, United States 

- National University of San Luis, San Luis, Argentina. 

- University of Lisbon, Lisbon, Portugal. 

 

5.3 Comparative criteria: 

 

5.3.1 Time 

 

The set of documents of Paulo Freire encompasses the various historical moments of Brazil, 

Latin America and the Caribbean, Africa, Asia, Oceania and Europe, reaching worldwide. 

His ideas and praxis always coherent with the national and international contexts, carry 

the dimension of historical time in a lucid, critical and radical way. 
 

His interpretations of the concrete context, from 1947 to 1997, represents, exemplary, 

time lived in the contradictions of everyday life of the various social strata of the 

Brazilian society, Latin American, Caribbean and worldwide. 

 

All his pedagogical literature translates his worry for each of these moments and his 

constant search toward dignity and humanization of men and women of all parts of the Earth 

planet. 
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Thus, all his work (books and variety written) that composes this collection, coherent with 

the time lived and analyzed, represents the possibility of the construction of the new 

society, more just and democratic. There is no doubt that the thought of Paulo Freire, 

his pedagogical comprehension about education, especially his “Reading of the world”, 

since 1970, shook millennial beliefs of interpretation of the world and enabled social 

transformation, political, religious and ethical, never imagined by him or others. 

Because he did not work ideas, but the concrete social praxis, lived, observed and 

identified. 

 

 

 

 

5.3.2 Place 
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All Paulo Freire's texts and praxis reveal the trajectory of spaces, of places where he lived, 

worked or simply visited during his 75 years of life. They narrate and analyze all his life, 

taking his middle-class boy experiences, living in Recife, to the impact of the loss of all 

family assets and moving to a very poor life in Jaboatão; his schooling, especially the 

secondary in the Escola Oswaldo Cruz, in Recife; his presence as educator in SESI-

Pernambuco; his “Experience in Angicos”, implementing the “Method of Literacy Paulo 

Freire”; the shattered dreams by the 1964 civil-military coup and his forced exile 

during nearly 16 years abroad; his works in Chile, USA, World Council of Churches, 

in Switzerland, where he left to support, especially the educational policies of Guinea-

Bissau, of São Tomé and Príncipe, Cape Verde, Angola, Caribbean countries and the 

Americas and even some of Europe; his return to the original context and his work as a 

professor at PUC-SP, UNICAMP and as secretary of education of São Paulo, are 

present as places- experiences-actions that conditioned his ethical-critical political 

epistemological reading of the world, translated in memory of his writings. Thus, his 

document collection is a testament to his analysis places in the world. 

 

Paulo Freire was honored with many honors, such as awards, titles and certifications, 

both in Brazil and in various parts of the world, among which we highlight: 

 

CATEGORY COUNTRY DATE DESCRIPTION  

 

 

 
Statue 

France 1986 
UNESCO Prize for education for peace. Black abstract 

Statue (In form like a “tree”) over a square base. 

 

 
South Africa 

 

 
2005 

Steve Biko International Peace award – Bust of Steve 

Biko over pentagonal base, that is placed over three 

golden wood columns, and the same resting over 

another pentagonal base. Between the columns there is 

the symbol of the award. 

 

 

 

 
Medal 

 

 

 

 
United States 

 

 

 

 
2005 

Donavan Kigar award – silver medal which center 

presents the inscription “Kigar Donavan Prize”. The 

center is surrounded by a hatches circle in high relief, 

that on his time is surrounded by a relief crown. On the 

back we found the Brazilian flags and from the United 

States, beside, the signal of the award (PDR), the 

sentence “Honor to the merit for realizations done in 

life” and the inscription in Latin “Et lux in tenebris 

lucer”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Certificates 

Belgium 1975 
“Doctor Honoris Causa” 

Universitet Leuvens” 

from the “Katholieke 

 

United States 

Documents 

from March 

1986 – City of 

Los Angeles 

City of the Los Angeles - “Certificate of friendship ins 

hereby presenteal to Paulo Freire”. 

United States 1980 “Baudoin Roy award” from the Baudoin Roy King. 

United States 1986 
Degree of Doctor of Humane Letters – University of 

New Hampshire.. 
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Switzerland 1979 
University  Degree  in  Education  Sciences  Honoris 

Causa – University of Geneva. 

England 
Document of 

June 1943 

The Open University - “The Honorary degree of doctor 

of the University”. 

Certificates Switzerland Document of 9 

may 1979. 

Canton of Geneva - “Honoris causa to Mister Paulo 

freire” 
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  Geneve.  

United States and 

Canada 
1983 

“William Rainey Harper Award” the Religious 

Educational Association of the USA and Canada” 

 

United States 

Document 6 

july 1990. 

Stockholm, 

Sweden. 

The International Reading Association - “Honors Paulo 

Freire”. 

 

5.3.3 People 

 

PAULO FREIRE's thought and work have as base the concreteness of the everyday of men and 

women in their experiential situations, having as fundamental goal to enable each one of them to be 

aware and critically educated, forging human existence as “being-more” to have the opportunity to 

participate with the goal to the social transformation, that necessarily would replace society of 

oppression and of elitism for a society more just and equal. In this sense, the Collection of Ana 

Maria Araújo Freire has unequaled documents to enable the human development in cultural, 

epistemological, educational, social and political dimensions. 

 

The set of documents is the result of years of professional and intellectual activity of Paulo 

Freire. It was produced at different historic moments and in different countries. Many intellectuals, 

of different places of the world, were inspired by Freire. There are also records on books, articles, 

videos, and photographs that show the impact of Paulo Freire’s thought caused to the peasants in 

Latin America and Caribbean, especially in Chile, and oppressed communities in Africa, in 

settlements of MST (Landless Workers Movement), in different emancipatory education 

practices, as well as its influence in the studies and works of research / higher education. 

 

Paulo Freire analyzed, as few others, the importance of educational policies, criticizing the “banking” 

concept of education, and proposing new technical-methodological instruments which established 

the qualitative founding principles of pedagogical procedures and of scientific research in the area of 

education, enhancing the creation of new epistomologies and of new political philosophies of 

education. He left, as legacy, a political and educational philosophy and a method of investigation 

and research grounded in anthropology and in a theory of knowledge, indispensables not only 

for the critical formation of the educator, but also for the formation of professionals of other 

areas. His educational philosophy crossed the borders of subjects, of sciences and art, in all 

continents, taking roots in various soils in the world. 

 

The contributions of Paulo Freire are resulted from his experiences in Brazil, especially in the 

northeast, the challenges assumed over the years of exile in different continents (Latin American, 

European and African) contributed greatly to enrich their practice and their pedagogical theory. 

The involvement of Paulo Freire in popular movements in northeastern of Brazil in the 60s and 

then the work done in Chile, allowed a more critical awareness of the social context and 

reinforced his option for the oppressed. Consolidating the desire to live, work and allow that all 

men and women live and work in a country with less inequalities, with social justice, freedom 

and democracy, that Paulo Freire guided his life and praxis. Paulo Freire, was a special 

consultant to UNESCO, he developed training projects peasants adults in Chile and later taught at 

Harvard University in the United States, going later to Geneva, Switzerland, where he joined the 

World Council of Churches (WCC), as an educational adviser to governments of the "third world". 

At the WCC, held advisory in the Americas and in Africa, becoming involved with numerous 

educational projects, innovating the method of literacy, dialogue and seeking the transformations of 
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realities immersed in silence, oppression, invisibility and creating conditions to the oppressed speak 

their own words, were subjects of their own history. 

 

For all that, it can be said that the Collection Paulo Freire reflects significant aspects of human 

behavior, of the social, artistic, educational, ethical and political development, not only of 

Brazilian society, but also of different countries where he visited and worked. His Collection 

captures the essence of big movements and also transitions, advances and setbacks, mainly about 

the period of civil-military dictatorship in Brazil, and in Chile and top-level studies education. A 

research dated 2016 on the most suitable by American teachers books  point Paulo Freire (Pedagogy 

of the Oppressed) among the 100 most read, among thousands of other scientists 
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and novelists of history since the modern age. 

 

5.3.4 Subject and theme 

 

The Collection of the educator Paulo Freire contributes to the epistemological studies and researches 

in social sciences, biological, historical and exact sciences, but above all to the human sciences. It is 

transparent enough to show their ideological line in favor of justice, truth and democracy. 

 

5.3.5 Form and style 

 

The Collection of the educator Paulo Freire is historical in nature, politics, anthropology, aesthetics 

and ethics, impacting the social, human, exact and biological sciences. His writings are scientific 

and philosophical, but are at the same time, works of rare beauty stylistic, linguistic and aesthetic, 

impacting positively to those who read and study his work. He is known for creating a series of 

new concepts, categories in education, such as “banking” concept of education, “Liberating 

education” and the creation of neologism, including "dodiscência" (teaching + learning), 

"dialogação" (“dialogation”), "existenciação" (“existenciation”), "autodesvalia" (“autodissasset”), 

Sciences of religion (Paulo Freire is one of the creators of the Liberation Theology) etc. 

 

5.3.6 Social / spiritual / community significance: 

 

The Collection Educator Paulo Freire has social significance and is currently valued. For being 

appointed Patron of the Brazilian Education, Freire is increasingly present in university courses 

in various fields of knowledge and his work is increasingly researched, causing affective and 

cognitive impact on young students, teachers and researchers in general. Paulo Freire is 

referenced in both the academic sphere, as in popular communities who see in his ideas 

answers to their struggles towards a better world, more just and more democratic, as he liked to 

say. 

 

Paulo Freire left us an enormous social and historical contribution that inspired the creation of an 

ensemble of actions that keep alive his thought until nowadays. At the moment there is registered, 

based in the Unifreire (http://www.paulofreire.org/mapeamento-da-comunidade-freiriana), the 

following institutions: 

 

- 18 Paulo Freire Institutes: England, India, Argentina, Cape Verde, Egypt, China, Chile, Spain, 

Portugal, Italy, Germany, Malta, United States, Austria and South Africa. 

 

- Paulo Freire Professorships: Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Colombia, Spain, Porto Rico, Venezuela, 

Canada, Cuba, United States etc. 

 

- Centers  of  Research  and  Studies  Cores:  Brazil,  Portugal,  Peru, Argentina,  United  

States,  Ireland, Germany, Finland, Nicaragua, Spain, Cuba. 

 

We also have information of a great number of streets, school names, auditoriums, faculties, 

groups, and organizations of all kind in many places of the world, that have used the name of the 

educator Paulo Freire in his homage and / or reference. 

 

6.1Contextual informationt  

 

6.2 Rarity 

http://www.paulofreire.org/mapeamento-da-comunidade-freiriana
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The rarity of this set of documents is that it is unique in the world because it has been established 

and guarded by Freire with his wife Ana Maria Araújo Freire and by Instituto Paulo Freire, 

bringing his marks, his peculiarities, in short, his identity. 

6.3 Integrity 

 

Collection under the custody of Ana Maria Araújo Freire: 

The collection consists of the personal documents of the educator and the totality of documents 

produced, received and retained by Paulo Freire in the course of his life together with Ana Maria 

Araújo Freire. The only problem about the integrity of this collection refers to pages 30 to 36 and 

page 41 of Pedagogy of Autonomy manuscript that are misplaced. 

 

Collection under the custody of Instituto Paulo Freire: 

 

Until the present time, we have not identified gaps in the collection, because it is in the conditions in 

which we receive. 
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