
 

 
 

Biographies of speakers 
 
 

Kelsey Harpham, Water Resources Engineer, International Centre 
for Environmental Management (ICEM) 
 
Kelsey Harpham is a water resources engineer and planning 
specialist, currently engaged in projects throughout Asia 
addressing issues of climate resilience, water resources 
management, and disaster risk reduction. Her work combines the 
technical elements of water resources engineering with urban 
policy, and training in water conflict transformation with diverse 
international development projects. Kelsey is currently working at 
the International Centre for Environmental Resources (ICEM) 
located in Hanoi, Vietnam, where she guides teams of 
international and national experts to implement projects which 
build a shared understanding of natural and climate hazards, 

investment needs, and vulnerabilities of communities and regions through engaging directly with 
local governments and stakeholders to collect, analyze, and interpret data, modelling results, and 
on-the-ground experiences. The outcomes of this work are being adopted by national and local 
level governments in Mongolia, Lao PDR, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Thailand, Nepal, and 
Cambodia. Kelsey was a 2018-2019 Luce Scholar and is currently a board trustee of The Asia 
Foundation.    
 
 

Divas Basnyat, Water and Climate Program Lead, Nepal 
Development Research Institute (NDRI) 
 
Divas B Basnyat has more than 30 years of professional experience 
in Water Resources Management. He currently leads the Water 
and Climate Program at Nepal Development Research Institute 
(NDRI). His professional career includes working on hydropower 
project design and systems studies at Nepal Electricity Authority 
(NEA), academic teaching and research at the Institute of 
Engineering, Tribhuvan University, Nepal and the Asian Institute of 

Technology (AIT), Bangkok, and international consulting work in 12 countries in Asia and Africa. 
He is currently engaged in the “GMS Flood and Drought Risk Management Project in Cambodia” 
(as Team Leader), the “Preparation of River Basin Plans, Hydropower Development Master Plans  



 

 
and Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment” for the Government of Nepal, and the 
“Capacity Building on Renewable Energy assessment, Feasibility Studies and proposal evaluation” 
in Mozambique. He led the study on “Adaptation to Climate Change in the Hydroelectricity Sector 
in Nepal” for NDRI in 2015 – 2016. His specific areas of expertise are water resources/hydropower 
systems analysis, river basin planning and management, hydrological studies and modelling, 
climate change modeling and impact assessment, water-induced disaster risk management. He 
was a Fulbright Scholar in 2003-2004. 
 
  

Peter Droogers, Senior Hydrologist, FutureWater 
 
Dr. Peter Droogers is an expert on water and climate with emphases 
on issues like water resources assessment, climate risk screening 
and climate risk assessment and adaptation. Peter has the unique 
combination of being able to contribute to high-level decision 
making and at the same time being very instrumental in modelling, 
data analysis and reporting. 
  
Peter has over 25 years of experience working in The Netherlands 
and overseas (as a resident in Sri Lanka and Turkey). Non-resident 
assignments includes over 40 countries. Peter has worked at various 
institutions and companies including Wageningen University 

(Netherlands), International Irrigation Management Institute (Turkey), International Water 
Management Institute (Sri Lanka), SEI (Sweden), HiView (Netherlands), and FutureWater 
(Netherlands). 
  
Peter has worked on numerous projects of various sizes for a range of clients. Some of the 
returning customers include Asian Development Bank, World Bank, Green Climate Fund (GCF), 
Water Boards, European Commission, Mekong River Commission, Nile Basin Imitative, National 
Governments, World Wildlife Fund, The Nature Conservancy, amongst others. 
  
Peter is part-time lecturer at several universities and has written over 200 publications of which 
70 appeared in peer-reviewed journals (h-index of 30). Peter is external advisor to various 
projects and institutions including: World Bank, Asian Development Bank, Green Climate Fund 
(GCF), European Commission, FAO and National Science Foundations. Peter is founder and 
director science of FutureWater (offices in Netherlands and Spain). 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Dibesh Shrestha, Senior Research Associate, NDRI 
 
Dibesh Shrestha is a water resources engineer and modeler with 
academic background in Hydroinformatics. His primary work in 
past 10 years includes hydrological and hydrodynamic modelling, 
bias correction and statistical downscaling, analysis of 
hydroclimatic extremes, and climate risk assessment for various 
water resources studies in Nepal. He is currently involved as 
national specialist for climate change analysis in the ‘Preparation 
of River Basin Plans, Hydropower Development Master Plans and 

Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment’ for the Government of Nepal; and is also a 
member of the Water and Climate Program at Nepal Development Research Institute (NDRI). He 
worked as researcher in the project- ‘Adaptation to Climate Change in the Hydroelectricity Sector 
in Nepal’ for NDRI in 2015-2016. He was JJ/WBGSP scholar in 2013-2014. 
 


