
 
 

Biographies of speakers 
 

Mukand Babel  
 

Dr. Mukand S. Babel is a Professor of Water Engineering and Management at 
the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand. In addition, he is leading the 
Climate Change Asia (CCA) initiative at AIT for catalyzing capacity for action to 
address climate change issues in the region. He was the Chair of Academic 
Senate of AIT. He has been a Visiting/Honorary Professor at the University of 
Exeter, UK; Kyoto University, Japan; Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, 
India; Beijing Normal University, China; University Teknologi Mara, Malaysia 
and Sam Higginbottom University of Agriculture, Technology and Sciences 
(SHUATS), India. Prof. Babel’s professional experience in teaching, research and 
consultancy spans over 35 years mainly in Asia. 

 
In 2014, He was appointed as a Member of the Advisory Committee of the World Water Quality 
Assessment, an initiative of UN-Water Group led by UNEP and GEMS/Water. He has been a Member of 
the Executive Committee, Asia Pacific Division of IAHR. He was one of Directors of the Executive Board of 
IWRA (2016-18). He has been a Board Member of the Asia Water Council. He received the 2018 
International Award by the Japan Society of Hydrology and Water Resources. 
 
 

 Saverio Krätli 
 

Dr. Saverio Krätli is a freelance researcher and consultant specialising in the 
interface between science and development with a focus on pastoral 
systems. He has over twenty years of experience working with all range of 
stakeholders, from UN agencies and NGOs, to research institutes and 
pastoralist civil societies organisations. With the UK-based International 
Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), Saverio helped 
developing the Valuing Variability concept and is now supporting this 
component within BRECcIA, a Global Challenges Research Fund programme 
for building research capacity for sustainable water and food security in 
sub-saharan Africa. Saverio is honorary editor of Nomadic Peoples, the 

journal of the Commission on Nomadic Peoples based at Oxford University and part of the International 
Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Studies (IUAES). He is also associate research fellow at the 
German Institute for Tropical and Subtropical Agriculture and Trans-disciplinary and Social-ecological 
Land-use Research at the University of Kassel (DITSL), and visiting fellow at the Feinstein International 
Centre of Tufts University, US. Saverio holds a B.A. in philosophy from the University of Bologna, Italy, an 
M.A. in anthropology of development from the University of Sussex and a DPhil from the Institute of 
Development Studies (IDS) in the UK. 
 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Saverio_Kraetli
http://pubs.iied.org/pdfs/10128IIED.pdf?
http://www.gcrf-breccia.com/
http://www.whpress.co.uk/NP.html
https://www.ditsl.org/en/
https://fic.tufts.edu/
https://fic.tufts.edu/


 
Fiona Ngarachu 
 

Dr. Fiona Ngarachu is a research fellow working at the Kenyatta University 
Geography department under the BRECcIA project. (http://www.gcrf-
breccia.com/) The focus of her current role is to undertake research and 
engagement that helps us to understand policy making agendas, processes 
and mechanisms concerning food and water security in Kenya, Malawi and 
Ghana. Fiona is also the Kenya stakeholder country coordinator working with 
several partners to ensure that stakeholder priorities are integrated within 
the project. Fiona has previously conducted both qualitative and quantitative 
research around refugee resettlement and reproductive health in Africa 
having worked with HIAS Kenya refugee agency and the UNAIDS technical 

support facility for East Africa. Fiona holds a B.A degree from the United States International University- 
Africa in international relations, an Msc degree from Strathclyde University in political science and a PhD 
degree from the University of Southampton in political science.  
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