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Nomination form 

International Memory of the World Register 

 

1.0 Checklist 

Nominees may find the following checklist useful before sending the nomination form to 

the International Memory of the World Secretariat. The information provided in italics on 

the form is there for guidance only and should be deleted once the sections have been 

completed. 

 

 Summary completed (section 1) 

 Nomination and contact details completed (section 2) 

 Declaration of Authority signed and dated (section 2) 

 If this is a joint nomination, section 2 appropriately modified, and all Declarations of 

Authority obtained  

 Documentary heritage identified (sections 3.1 – 3.3) 

 History/provenance completed (section 3.4) 

 Bibliography completed (section 3.5) 

 Names, qualifications and contact details of up to three independent people or 

organizations recorded (section 3.6) 

 Details of owner completed (section 4.1) 

 Details of custodian – if different from owner – completed (section 4.2) 

 Details of legal status completed (section 4.3) 

 Details of accessibility completed (section 4.4) 

 Details of copyright status completed (section 4.5) 

 Evidence presented to support fulfilment of the criteria? (section 5) 

 Additional information provided (section 6) 

 Details of consultation with stakeholders completed (section 7) 

 Assessment of risk completed (section 8) 

 Summary of Preservation and Access Management Plan completed. If there is no 

formal Plan attach details about current and/or planned access, storage and custody 

arrangements (section 9) 

 Any other information provided – if applicable (section 10) 

 Suitable reproduction quality photographs identified to illustrate the documentary 

heritage. (300dpi, jpg format, full-colour preferred).  

 Copyright permissions forms signed and attached. Agreement to propose item(s) for 

inclusion on the World Digital Library if inscribed 
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Nomination form 

International Memory of the World Register 

 

MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION OF THE GAZI HUSREV-BEG LIBRARY 

ID Code [2016-05] 

 

1.0 Summary (max 200 words) 

 

Manuscript collection of The Gazi Husrev-beg Library in Sarajevo consists of 10.585 (as a 

total number of manuscripts for nomination - closed collection) units of unique 

manuscripts, which comprise about 20,000 texts of varying length in the fields of Islamic 

sciences, Oriental languages, belles-lettres, philosophy, logic, history, medicine, veterinary 

science, mathematics, astronomy and others. Since similar collections of Oriental institute and 

National Library of B&H have been mostly destroyed during the war in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina (1992-1995) this collection is the most valuable Islamic manuscripts collection in 

the Balkans area at this time. A great number of manuscripts originated either through writing 

or copying in various parts of the Islamic world, especially in important centers of learning such 

as Mecca, Medina, Cairo, Baghdad and, especially, Istanbul. The oldest preserved manuscript 

was copied in 1105, A.D. Some of the manuscripts are distinguished by outstanding 

calligraphy and decoration. They usually consist of golden background as well as decoration 

on the margins. Particular attention was paid to binding so that covers were usually made from 

the finest leather, in different colors, and with gilt embossed rosettes. The complete collection 

is catalogued, microfilmed and digitized.  

The total number of manuscripts nominated for the International Memory of the 

World Register is 10.585 manuscripts. 

 

2.0 Nominator   

2.1 Name of nominator (person or organization) 

The Gazi Husrev beg Library, Sarajevo 

 

2.2 Relationship to the nominated documentary heritage 

The owner of the nominated documentary heritage 
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2.3 Contact person(s) (to provide information on nomination) 

Osman Lavić – Director of the Library 

Mustafa Jahić - Senior Research Associate 

Haso Popara - Librarian 

 

2.4 Contact details 

Gazi Husrev-begova biblioteka 

Osman Lavić 

                Gazi Husrev-begova 46 Street 

                71000 Sarajevo 

               Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 

 

Telephone: 

+38733238152 

 

Facsimile: 

+38733205525 

olavic@ghb.ba 

http://www.ghb.ba 

 

 

3.0    Identity and description of the documentary heritage  

3.1  Name and identification details of the items being nominated 

Manuscript collection of the Gazi Husrev-beg library (1105-1934) 

 

Collection of the manuscripts of the Gazi Husrev-beg Library consists of 10.585 volumes 

of manuscripts. Amongst them, 60% are in Arabic, around 30% in Turkish and the rest in 

Persian and Bosnian language. They comprise about 20,000 texts of varying length in the 

fields of Islamic sciences, Oriental languages, belles-lettres, philosophy, logic, history, 

medicine, veterinary science, mathematics, astronomy, and others. 

The oldest manuscript in the Gazi Husrev-beg Library is the fourth volume of the famous 

theological and mystical work Ihya’ulum al-din, written by Abu Hamid Muḥammad ibn 

Muḥammad al-Ghazālī (died 1111. A.D.) which was copied in 1106. A.D., which means during 

the author's life. From the above mentioned 10.585 manuscripts which are kept in the Gazi 

Husrev-beg Library, close to 300 is written before 1500. A.D. Amongst these manuscripts are 

those which with their decorations, ornaments and artistic impression can be counted as 

masterpieces and unique works of oriental calligraphy. Those works were represented on the 

various art exhibitions in Bosnia and Herzegovina and abroad. 

Considering the fact that similar collections in this region, especially Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

 

mailto:olavic@ghb.ba
http://www.ghb.ba/
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were destroyed and burned (like those in Oriental Institute in Sarajevo and Bosnia & 

Herzegovina National Library) collection of the manuscripts of the Gazi Husrev-beg Library 

presents 5% rest of the total number of written monuments of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 

Ottoman period of its history. 

 

3.4 History/provenance 

A great number of manuscripts originated either through writing or copying in various parts of 

the Islamic world, especially in important centres of learning such as Mecca, Medina, Cairo, 

Baghdad and, especially, Istanbul. These manuscripts, some of which are unique or rare, came 

to Bosnia and Herzegovina and the neighbouring countries in different ways: through trade, 

Hajj, and students from Bosnia who studied in those centres. They included works by Bosnian 

Muslim authors written or copied in parts of the Islamic world where these authors served in 

high scholarly and state positions. Over the years the GHL manuscript holdings have increased 

in different ways. A significant number of manuscripts were copied in the Gazi Husrev-beg 

Madrasa (high school) and Hanikah (Sufi hospice), as evidenced by the notes found on many 

manuscripts. This shows that the Madrasa and the Hanikah served as important centres for 

manuscript copying. The manuscript holdings have also been enlarged, especially in later 

times, thanks to bequests and donations of books and manuscripts, or in some cases entire 

private libraries. A significant part of the manuscript holdings originated in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and neighbouring regions, are testifying to the lively activities of writing and 

copying works from all the scholarly fields known at the time. Some of these works were 

originally composed by Bosnian Muslim authors and then copied in madrasas and copying 

centres. 

 

 

4.0    Legal information 

4.1 Owner of the documentary heritage (name and contact details) 

 

The Gazi Husrev-beg  

Library 

                                         Gazi Husrev begova 46 Street 

                                         71000 Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 

 

 

Telephone: 

+38733238152 

Facsimile: 

+38733205525 

      http://www.ghb.ba 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ghb.ba/
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4.2 Custodian of the documentary heritage (name and contact details if different from 

the owner) 

Name Address 

 

 

 

Telephone Facsimile Email 

 

 

 

 

4.3 Legal status 

According to the will (waqf-nama) of Gazi Husrev-beg, Bosnian governor from 1537 Gazi 

Husrev beg Library (the owner of the documentary heritage) was established as a special 

cultural and research institution for the fields of Islamic sciences, Islamic cultural heritage and 

other similar scientific disciplines. Today the library is an institution of the Islamic Community 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina which provides financial support for the functioning of the Library. 

The Library is also an associated member of the Sarajevo University. 

Library Assignments: 

- acquires, gathers, processes and preserves library materials in the field of Islamic studies, 

history, Oriental studies, especially works related to the history of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

- special attention is paid to the acquisition of manuscripts and rare printed works, newspapers 

and magazines related to Islam, history and culture of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the wider 

region, 

- performs cataloguing library materials according to the standards applied in the preparation 

of library catalogues, 

- oversees the protection and restoration of manuscripts, books and other library materials 

from all harmful influences, by the use of effective means of protection and conservation, 

- films manuscripts and other important works in various media formats, 

- gathers, processes and preserves archival documents related to the history of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina during the Ottoman government and documents from the Islamic community 



6 

 

archives, 

- collects, preserves and handles other materials such as photographs, geographic maps, 

postcards, museum exhibits and more, 

- makes materials from the library collections available to interested users (researchers, 

professors, scientists, students and pupils ) in the premises of the Library, 

- conducts research and scientific analysis of various topics in the field of Islamic studies and 

cultural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which are related to the collections of the Library, 

- Issues yearbook of the Gazi Husrev-beg Library Annals which primarily deal with Islamic 

scientific disciplines and other fields, related to the library collection and historical materials 

from the cultural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

- publishes a catalogue of library materials and other special editions. 

 

4.4 Accessibility 

 

Manuscript collection is located in the building of The Gazi Husrev-beg library in Sarajevo. 

Access is free of charge for all users in the library reading room in the forms of microfilm and 

digital image, or in the original form, with permission of the director. 

 

 

 

4.5 Copyright status 

All property and copy rights of the manuscripts belong to the Library. But as a special cultural 

and educational institution with a specific, rare and valuable library funds, it is an open type 

institution which gives some copies and materials to be used by the students, teachers, 

scholars, researchers from Bosnia and Herzegovina and foreigners under the special 

conditions and rules. These rules were adjusted by the managerial board of the Library. 

 

           

5.0 Assessment against the selection criteria 
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5.1 Authenticity. 

 

The documentary heritage or the collection of the manuscripts is being catalogued according 

to the world criteria of cataloguing of the old books in the libraries worldwide such as Berlin 

State Library, Austrian National Library, French National Library, Cairo Public Library etc. 

In the process of the manuscript identification, literature of the relevant authors is been used, 

such as: Brockelmann, Flugel, Rieu, Koprulu, Pertch, etc. 

 

5.2  World significance 

 

Today the Library fund represents the richest treasure of this kind not only in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina but also beyond. This library has a wide regional, Balkan, European and world 

significance because of preserving of the collective memory of 500 centuries long presence of 

certain culture, tradition and civilization, which addressed toward Europe and came to 

Sarajevo. 

 

5.3 Comparative criteria:  

 

Does the heritage meet any of the following tests? (It must meet at least one of them.) 

 

1  Time 

The oldest preserved manuscript was copied in 1106, A.D. Each manuscript is unique, with its 

content, comments, marginalia, illumination, binding or some other aspect. Nearly 300 

manuscripts originate before 1500 A.D.  

Appendix 5.3.1 

2  Place 

GHL keeps around 1,600 endowment charters (waqfiyyas) from various parts of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, of which 500 are originals or certified copies; around 1,100 are copies 

registered in the three volumes of waqfiyya registers (sijjils). The Sarajevo sharia court 

registers (sijjils) cover certain periods from 1552-1852. These 88 sijjils are a major source for 

the study of political, cultural, and economic history of Sarajevo and Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. GHL has several incomplete court registers for other towns including Tuzla 

from the first half of the 17th century, a complete register for Mostar 1766-68, and Fojnica from 

1763-69. Among the particularly valuable materials for the study of B&H history one should 
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mention the Collection (Zbornik) of Muhammed Enveri Kadić, the Chronicle of Mula Mustafa-

Ševki Bašeskija, and Tarih-i Bosna by Muvekkit. Kadić’s Collection comprises 28 volumes 

which include numerous documents in Ottoman language pertaining to Bosnia and 

Herzegovina history. Besides documents, the collection includes copies of some of works of 

Muslim authors from Bosnia and Herzegovina which are otherwise lost. This is especially 

the case with several poets. A highly important source for the history of Sarajevo is the 

Chronicle of Mula Mustafa-Ševki Bašeskija, which is an autograph. Bašeskija recorded events 

taking place in Sarajevo during 1747 – 1804, osten making his own comments. For each year 

he listed the names of deceased citizens of Sarajevo, mostly ordinary people. The GHL’s 

copy of Tarih-i Bosna, or History of Bosnia, by Salih Sidki Hadžihusejnović Muvekkit (d. 1888) 

is a complete manuscript written by Muhammed Enveri Kadić. Muvekit is known as the first 

Muslim from Bosnia and Herzegovina to use sources and literature written by B&H Christian 

writers. 

Appendix 5.3.2 

 

3  People  

A significant part of the manuscript holdings originated in Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

neighbouring regions, testifying to the lively activities of writing and copying works from all the 

scholarly fields known at the time. Some of these works were originally composed by Muslim 

authors from Bosnia and Herzegovina and then copied in madrasas and copying centres. 

Appendix 5.3.3 

 

4  Subject and theme 

Manuscripts collection encompasses different subject and themes; Islamic sciences, Oriental 

languages, belles-lettres, philosophy, logic, history, medicine, veterinary science, 

mathematics, astronomy and others.  

Appendix 5.3.4 

 

5   Form and style  

Among the highlights of the collection are many beautifully written and decorated volumes, 

particularly copies of the Qur'an or of sections of it. 

Mushafs (written and bound copies of the Qur’an) are distinguished by outstanding calligraphy 

and decoration. They usually consist of golden background, frontispieces at the start of the 

Qur’an (‘unwan) and each chapter as well as decoration on the margins. 

Particular attention was paid to binding so that covers were usually made from the finest 
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leather in different colours, and with gilt embossed rosettes.  

Appendix 5.3.5 

6 Social/ spiritual/ community significance: 

Since similar collections of Oriental institute and National library of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

have been mostly destroyed during the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina (1992-1995) this 

collection is the most valuable Islamic manuscripts collection in the Balkans area at this time. 

A great number of manuscripts originated either through writing or copying in various parts of 

the Islamic world, especially in important centres of learning such as Mecca, Medina, Cairo, 

Baghdad and, especially, Istanbul. Over the years the GHL manuscript holdings have 

increased in different ways. A significant number of manuscripts were copied in the Gazi 

Husrev-beg Madrasa (Islamic high school) and Hanikah (Sufi hospice), as evidenced by the 

notes found on many manuscripts. This shows that the Madrasa and the Hanikah served as 

important centres for manuscript copying. The manuscript holdings have also been enlarged, 

especially in later times; thank cases, entire private libraries. A number of madrasa and public 

libraries were also added to the GHL. 

 

6.0  Contextual information 

 

6.1  Rarity 

Each manuscript is unique, with its content, comments, marginalia, illumination, binding or 

some other aspect. Nearly 300 manuscripts originate before 1500 A.D. 

 

6.2  Integrity  

The collection of the manuscripts is composed of separate units from different science fields, 

languages, and historical, social and local backgrounds. 
 

 


