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Madam Director-General,
Mr. Chairperson of the Executive Board,
Your Excellencies,
1. We extend our deep condolences to Kuwait on the passing of the Emir, His Highness
Sheikh Sabah al-Sabah, and to the Kingdom of Bahrain on the passing of Prime
Minister, His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa Al Khalifa, may they rest in peace.

2. Kindest greetings from the UAE. Today we celebrate our 49th National Day and we are
delighted to be spending it here with all you. We thank the Secretariat for making

arrangements for this virtual session during these exceptional circumstances.

3. We extend our gratitude to the Secretariat for the reports which provide a broad view of
UNESCO's work and aspirations. Member States have asked for improved reports, and

the reports have been greatly improved.

4. We appreciate the Secretariat’s emphasis on the technical expertise of its staff, as this
will aid in providing member states with the required technical assistance and capacity

building, especially in areas that relate to data collection and analysis.

5. The UAE has always asked for the monitoring of progress and impact and are happy to
see developments in this area. We continue to call for efficiency in all of UNESCO’s

activities.

6. We are pleased with the reduced, and more focused strategic objectives in the proposals
concerning the Draft Medium-Term Strategy and Draft Program and Budget for 2022-
2029.



7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Targeted cooperation between sectors is important, and we look forward to seeing the
development of a framework for Arts Education. | also thank the Republic of Korea for
their kind leadership in this area.

I also extend gratitude to Columbia and Indonesia for being our partners in promoting
the Creative Economy, and to Bangladesh for the new Prize in this field. We look

forward to doing more on this with UNESCO moving forward.

We are pleased to see the emphasis on science’s relationship with the industry, applied
science is important for the transition of theory to reality.

The UAE also deeply appreciates the addition of an enabling objective in the Strategy.

We welcome the acknowledgement that the Mid-Term Strategy will continue to be

updated, as we all know realities change and we must adapt to them.

We must continue to consider the different realities and needs in the international
community, and we hope that UNESCO’s programs for the SIDs and Africa regions
become meaningfully impactful.

UNESCO has developed long-standing programs that allow us to work together and
celebrate our shared culture. | urge us to consider developing new impactful programs
to collectively address the challenges we face today, such as policies to ensure no child
is left behind in education, culture contributes to the growth of economies, and science
creates opportunities. This will allow UNESCO to be a catalyst for world solutions, and

a platform for action.

Extremism has been the source of sadness and destruction. UNESCO, through its
initiatives can substantially tackle this plight. We encourage continued efforts in this
regard. Here, we assert that we reject terrorism in all its forms, and we extend our

sincerest condolences to the people of France for the murder of the teacher Samuel Paty.



15.

16.

17.

18.

The UAE believes in peaceful co-existence, and in this spirit, we support inclusive
dialogue on decisions impacting the universal nature of World Heritage Sites, as well
as efforts to foster tolerance and interreligious understanding. We regret the decision to

change the status of the Hagia Sophia.

We are 10 years away from the 2030 agenda. We need to reflect on our role, as the
Executive Board, in empowering the organization to deliver on its mandate. In times of
crisis, we should allow the organization to take immediate action. We cannot afford to
spend so much time debating word choices for resolutions. We must be agile, swift, and
deliberate.

We would like to commend the Director-General for her tremendous efforts during
these past few months. The Global Education Coalition facilitated efforts to ensure the
continuity of education in some of the affected areas. The Director General has
mobilized support for Beirut and the Revive the Spirit of Mosul project continues to
grow despite the pandemic. The DG has shown an ability to drive forward the vision
and mission of UNESCO in the face of significant adversity. These are qualities that
will be required to steer UNESCO into the future. Therefore, we are pleased to support

the DG for a second term.

The UAE remains ready and looks forward to working alongside all of you to achieve

our collective aspirations.
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