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Dear President,
Dear Colleagues,

This said, and recognizing the importance of UNESCO programs, the
consultation process and budget discussions, we have to keep in
mind that all this should not come at the expense of, or overshadow,
the pioneering intellectual role that UNESCO must play in addressing
the tremendous transformations that the world is undergoing.

[f UNESCO is to be a leading laboratory of ideas, it must be capable of
mobilizing the very best of the world’s intellectual capacities. This
cannot be achieved through our programs, but rather through
hosting the great thinkers of our time, philosophers, scientists,
writers, innovators, in dialogues on the challenges and crucial issues
facing humanity.

This will not be new to UNESCO. In 1952 for example, our
organization hosted Claude Levi-Strauss who gave his famous
lecture on “Race and History” and in 1978 another one on “Race and
Culture”; a question still as timely as ever, with the renewed racist
and populist tendencies that we are witnessing today, and are
leading to exclusion, marginalization, stereotyping and xenophobia,
fueling hatred and violence.

Some other UNESCO distinguished guests included philosophers and
writers like Michel Serres, Umberto Eco and Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

Dear President,

It's about time UNESCO regains its intellectual glow and its worthy
position as the frontline for free and constructive dialogue.
This is the added value of UNESCO, one that will not only make it a

living global laboratory of ideas but also rightly the conscience of the
world.

Thank you



