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Mr President, Your Excellency Ambassador Ahmet Altay Cengizer,  
 
Director-General Audrey Azoulay, 
Excellencies; Distinguished Delegates.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Good morning. 
 
It is my pleasure and privilege to join others in congratulating you, Mr President, 
on your election to this very important post.  
I sincerely wish you every success in your new role.  
Let me also take this opportunity, to express our deep appreciation to the 
Director-General for her commitment to the goals of the Organization and her 
consistent support to the Member States.  
 
Mr President!  
Maldives had already achieved five out of the eight Millennium Development 
Goals.  
We are committed to work with the rest of the world and the international 
partners to take the bold and urgent steps needed to build on the MDGs 
achieved. We stand firmly resolved to fulfil the rest.  
 
Our government has given utmost priority to strengthen the education sector. 
This priority is reflected in the national budget allocated for the education sector. 
 
In the area of education, Maldives has made important strides, especially in the 
primary and lower secondary levels of schooling.  
 
Two years of early childhood education have been made compulsory and 
available for free in all inhabited islands.  
 
Universal primary education was achieved in 2002 with no significant gender 
disparity.  
 
The transition rate from primary to secondary is near universal. 



 
Maldives has achieved and sustained an adult literacy rate of over 98% since the 
late 1990s.  
 
The Maldives is one of the few nations to provide 14 years of free schooling for 
all students. In addition, in 2019, Bachelor degree tuition fees have been made 
free for all eligible students in the country.  
 
Despite these positive indicators and efforts, the education sector faces serious 
challenges. 
 
The net enrolment rate is low, although enrolment at the higher secondary level 
has increased over time. There are concerns about the quality of school 
education. The recruitment of bright students to teacher education programmes 
and the retention of quality teachers remain as major issues. The administration 
and practices of quality assurance bodies for all levels of education lack rigour 
and thoroughness. 
 
A new school curriculum introduced a few years ago aims to provide an all-
encompassing, holistic student experience. Though this is a step in the right 
direction, much work still needs to be done. Concepts of tolerance, anti-bullying, 
democratic values and gender equality need to be woven into the fabric of every 
day school experiences. Though schools have become more inclusive spaces, 
there are significant variations across the country. School achievement still 
varies with the geographical location of the school. 
 
Mr President, 
 
To address the challenges I just mentioned, the Government has prioritized 
some key policy areas. These areas include ensuring equitable access and 
outcomes from K to 12, eliminating learning gaps, and ensuring more effective 
schooling through better implementation of the school curriculum.  Additionally, 
devolving decision making to schools and expanding the vocationalisation of 
normal schools are thrust areas of government policies.  The government aims 
to raise the social status of teachers by raising remuneration and expanding the 
opportunities for professional development.  
 
In the area of higher education, the government aims to further strengthen 
access by broadening the student loan scheme, beyond the current free bachelor 
degree scheme. 



 
Mr President,  
 
Considering the heavy reliance of the Maldivian economy on tourism and 
Maldives’ pristine environment, meeting the environment goals is especially 
critical to the country. The Government remains committed to ensure 
environmental protection and preservation by acting as a custodian of these 
resources for the benefit of the future generations. The government is increasing 
the numbers of protected natural areas, and improving their management and 
governance. The UNESCO Biosphere Reserve presents a unique model to anchor 
this work. 
 
Mr President, 
 
All of us are tied by invisible bonds to our heritage and culture. Protecting and 
safeguarding our culture and heritage is a government priority. In this regard, a 
new Ministry has been established under the new administration to promote the 
arts and to preserve the tangible and intangible cultural heritage. Government 
strategies are being formulated to ensure the preservation and management of 
heritage buildings and sites. At present, Maldives is working on inscribing the 
ancient Coral Stone Mosques of the Maldives on the World Heritage List. The 
Government also aims to facilitate and encourage creativity and originality 
among local artists and other cultural practitioners, in ways to promote and 
preserve national identity.  
This sector is in dire need of expert knowledge and resources because it had 
received little attention in the past. 
 
Mr President! 
 
With 36.55% of the Maldivian population under the age of 35, the Government 
has a unique opportunity to make transformational decisions which will enable 
the country to reap the best from its young demographic. The government of 
Maldives ensures that the future of the youth is secured and sustained in the 
areas of education, employment, health, as well as social and cultural issues. I 
acknowledge UNESCO’s commitment to youth development supporting their 
participation in the national development, which will be quite crucial for a small 
island developing state like the Maldives. 
 
Mr President! 
 



We are currently living at a time of great uncertainty —at the crossroads 
between possibly a post-globalization era and a period when long-cherished 
ideals are being eroded by a new yet unnamed world order. Despite the 
uncertainly of the external environment, I am confident that UNESCO will remain 
at the forefront in promoting its ideals for humankind and acting as a moral and 
ethical conscience for all peoples of all nations and races. 
 
Thank you. 
 


