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SIDE EVENTS 
 

 
Exhibition “Culture under Attack” 
Venue: Atrium, Royal Flemish Academy for Arts and Science, Academy Palace 
Time: Throughout the conference 
 
The exhibition “Culture under Attack” developed by the Dutch and Flemish Commissions for UNESCO will be 
placed in the Atrium of the Academy Palace.  
 
The exhibition was originally developed on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the UNESCO 1954 Hague 
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Heritage in the Event of an Armed Conflict. In 2014 the Netherlands 
and Flemish Commissions for UNESCO, in collaboration with the Dutch Committee of the Blue Shield, the 
Peace Palace Library, and the Heritage Agency Flanders, developed this international photo exhibition 
portraying the impact of war on cultural heritage paying special attention to the importance of heritage 
protection in times of armed conflict. This exhibition focuses on the impact of armed conflict on societies 
and their heritage. The photos selected for this exhibition show scenes from recent conflicts and the 
devastating level of destruction of cultural heritage. They emphasize the resilience of the affected societies 
and their efforts for reconstruction. 
 
 
Art Installation “Lost Museum – History Lost for All” 
Venue: Atrium, Royal Flemish Academy for Arts and Science, Academy Palace 
Time: Throughout the conference 
 
The contemporary art installation “Lost Museum – History Lost for All” by Faust Campamà Pelejà will be 
installed in the Atrium of the Royal Academy, courtesy of the National Commission of Andorra for UNESCO 
and the artist itself.  
 
The work is composed of two earlier works by the same artist. First, the work “Baghdad Archaeological 
museum” was created in 2003 in the aftermath of the destructions and looting of the museums and several 
libraries in the Iraqi capital. It aimed to express the irreplaceable loss of archaeological objects, books and 
works of art. In 2007, the work “Collateral Damages” was developed, complementary to the 2003 work, in 
respect for the civilian victims of conflicts around the world.   
  
Design, installations and paintings by Faust Campamà Pelejà (Andorra). 
 
 



                                                              

                                                      

 

 

 
 
 
Videos 
Venue: Conference rooms, Royal Flemish Academy for Arts and Science, Academy Palace 
Time: During coffee and lunchbreaks on 9 and 10 June 2016 
 
Videos on UNESCO’s Cultural Emergency Response from various field offices will be screened at different 
occasions in the main room of the Academy Palace (Throne). During coffee and lunch breaks, videos from 
UNESCO’s efforts in various conflict affected regions around the world will be screened. Ranging from 
Palestine, Afghanistan and Syria to Mali, a range of projects will be highlighted throughout the conference.  
 
 
Exhibition: Youth Artworks on Culture and Conflict 
Venue: Royal Flemish Academy for Arts and Science, Academy Palace 
Time: Throughout the conference 
 
Creative artworks presenting a reflection on national monuments before and after destruction will be 
exhibited during the conference. These artworks were received through schools associated with UNESCO 
and are mainly from young people who took part in a series of reflections on the deliberate targeting of 
cultural heritage and its impact. After the exhibition, these pieces will be digitalized and launched via several 
social networks and other communication channels. The artworks were selected by the European National 
Commissions for UNESCO, following a call from the Flemish Commission for UNESCO. 
 
 
Reception  
Venue: Centre for Fine Arts, BOZAR, Rue Ravenstein straat 23, 1000 Brussels 
Time: 9 June, 18.30-20.00 
 
A cocktail reception will be offered to the participants by the Centre for Fine Arts - BOZAR, UNESCO and the 
Government of Flanders, on the occasion of the event. The reception will take place at the monumental 
Horta Hall, in the heart of the BOZAR building.   
 
During the reception, a musical performance from the artistic initiative ‘Syrians Got Talent’ will be held. This 
platform helps and supports the promotion of artistic activities of Syrian refugee artists in Belgium. The 
musicians will be led by Basel Khalil, a virtuoso music teacher who has taught the art of flamenco guitar at 
the Russian Cultural Center in Damascus, where he was born in 1962. Khalil, on the guitar, will be 
accompanied by Lotus Abou Saeb on the violin, Tamam on the ney (a long-shaped oriental flute) and Talal 
on drums. These four Syrian musicians will play traditional Syrian music as well as pieces from the famous 
Belgian singer and songwriter, Jacques Brel.   
 


