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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO STRENGTHEN THE SYSTEM OF 
GOVERNANCE FOR CULTURE IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

 
 

Call for Applications for  
Technical Assistance Missions  

 
 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) opens a 
call for applications for technical assistance missions in the framework of the European 
Union (EU)/UNESCO technical assistance project aimed at strengthening the system of 
governance for culture in developing countries (hereinafter “the Project”). 
 
 
ABOUT  
 
As a Party to the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of 
Cultural Expressions (“the Convention”), the EU is actively contributing to its implementation.  
The programme "Investing in People", through the "Access to Local Culture, Protection and 
Promotion of Cultural Diversity" strand, has been especially important in supporting 
initiatives since 2007.  
 
The Project aims to reinforce the role of culture as a vector for sustainable development and 
poverty reduction by strengthening the system of governance in this sector through technical 
assistance missions designed to build up human and institutional capacities in beneficiary 
countries at the national and local level. 
 
Missions will be undertaken by top experts in the field of cultural policies and be based on 
the needs and priorities identified by beneficiary countries through an application procedure. 
They will support beneficiaries in their efforts to: 

• Establish legal, regulatory and/or institutional frameworks necessary to develop the 
culture sector in their country; and 

• Introduce policies that address the role of culture in social and economic 
development, particularly through the fostering of cultural industries. 

 
The main actions of the Project include: 

• Establishment of a pool of high level experts in areas relating to the governance of 
culture, which will assist beneficiary countries through technical assistance missions; 

• Technical assistance missions in response to applications from public authorities 
(national and local) in beneficiary countries. The selected applicants will be given the 
opportunity to choose (an) expert(s) from the pool according to the required profile 
and availability. Chosen experts  will carry out at least one and up to a maximum of 
three missions not to exceed 63 working days in total over a maximum period of nine 
months; 

• Enhanced sharing of expertise, information, best practices and visibility through 
online exchange platforms, databases, etc. 

 
Duration of the Project: The Project started on 1st September 2010 and will run until 31st 
August 2012. 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
 
Technical assistance is non-financial assistance provided by local or external specialists and 
involves activities such as sharing information and expertise, transfer of know-how, skills training, 
transmission of working knowledge, and consulting services. It may also involve the transfer of 
technical data. 
 
The aim of technical assistance is to maximise the quality of project implementation and impact 
by supporting administration, management, policy development, capacity building, etc. 
 
In the framework of the current project, technical assistance will be provided on demand to 
public authorities/institutions to assist them in the implementation of an ongoing project/process 
related to the governance of the cultural sector at national and/or local level. This demand-driven 
approach ensures ownership and, by a selection based on the quality of the submitted projects, 
provides the basis for sustainable impact. During the technical assistance missions capacity 
building in the beneficiary structures will receive particular attention.   
 
Projects requesting technical assistance have to be part of a coherent and sustainable strategy 
engaged at national level, with a strong political impulse and the involvement of civil society. 
They have to respond to well-identified needs and have a sustainable impact on the 
development of the cultural sector. Projects will use and value as much as possible available 
expertise at local, regional or national level.  
 
The technical assistance missions will have a strong capacity building component and 
systematically involve a transfer of competences to the public entities requesting support. 
Applicants must ensure that the project for which they are requesting assistance involves the 
adequate national counterpart, such as a steering committee and a local team of experts, 
responsible for following implementation and ensuring continuity beyond the technical 
assistance mission. 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 
1. Beneficiary Countries 
 
The list of beneficiary countries is provided in the Annex. They are developing countries that 
have ratified the 2005 UNESCO Convention and are eligible beneficiary countries under the 
EU thematic programme “Investing in People”. 
 
For the most up-to-date information on beneficiary countries, please refer to: 
www.unesco.org/culture/en/culturegov.   
 
2. Who can apply? 
 

• Ministries, public institutions and public agencies in charge of culture or having a 
direct influence on the governance of culture, from developing countries included in 
the list of beneficiaries; 

• Local public authorities from developing countries included in the list of beneficiaries, 
if the field of activity to which the project is related has a direct impact on the 
governance of culture. Impact can be on a local or national level and can include, 
among others: cultural policy development and/or implementation, training of cultural 
decision-makers and/or development professionals, cultural institution-building, etc. 

http://www.unesco.org/culture/en/culturegov
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OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES 
 
Applications for technical assistance missions should demonstrate that the project for 
which technical assistance is requested will contribute to improve the governance of 
culture, at the national and/or local level.  
 
1. The Field of Governance of Culture 
 
Applications should focus primarily on cultural policy development and implementation and 
may include, but are not limited to the following: 

• design and implementation of policies and measures concerning the creation, 
production, distribution and dissemination of cultural goods and services; 

• design and implementation of integrated cultural policy strategies and of adequate 
institutional and legal frameworks with the aim to reinforce the capacities of 
cultural operators as well as of cultural industries; 

• design and implementation of specific sectoral policies and measures, including 
reinforcement of public institutions and related infrastructure favouring the 
development of different cultural sectors, including those relevant to the 
management of intellectual property rights; 

• development of mechanisms and appropriate legal framework for financing the 
cultural industries and activities, and encouraging investment in the cultural 
industries, including from private entities; 

• design and implementation of strategies and regulatory and/or institutional 
framework(s) facilitating cultural exchanges and cooperation at regional and sub-
regional levels; 

• implementation of strategies reinforcing the place of culture in public action at all 
levels (local, national, regional and international); 

• incorporation of the cultural dimension in other national policies, in particular 
development and social policies. 

 
2. Needs and Priority Assessment 
 
Applications should identify and explain the specific needs and priorities of the beneficiary 
countries related to the governance of culture that underpin the project for which technical 
assistance is requested, and indicate how it is designed to respond to them in a targeted 
and direct manner. 

 
3. Commitment of Authorities and Civil Society Involvement 
 
Applications must clearly demonstrate that the project for which technical assistance is 
requested is part of a process that has been launched by the respective authority and/or 
institution and is ongoing at the national level with significant civil society engagement.  
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4. Capacity-building 
 
Applications should explain how institutional and professional capacity-building 
components will be integrated and emphasized during the requested technical 
assistance, specifically concerning the systematic transfer of competences to a national 
team of experts. Available local, national and regional expertise should be valued and 
utilised.  
 
5. Sustainability 
 
Applications should clearly reflect the applicant's institutional, political and financial 
commitment to ensure the sustainability of the projects benefiting from technical 
assistance, namely through the involvement and support of national counterparts, 
follow-up committee and/or team of local experts that can ensure the sustainability and 
continuity of implementation beyond the technical assistance mission.  

 
6. Impact and Risk Assessment 
 
Applications should identify and elaborate on the expected impact of the technical 
assistance and of the project benefiting from it for the development of the cultural sector. 
They should identify and measure the risks linked to implementation, efficiency and 
sustainability.   
 
 
SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
Requests for technical assistance missions will be evaluated and ranked on the basis of 
the following categories of criteria: 

• Relevance: To what extent is the proposed request for technical assistance 
suited to the objectives and principles of the Project and the Convention? To what 
extent is the application relevant to the objectives and priorities described above? 

• Feasibility: Are the stated goals of the proposed technical assistance mission 
realistically attainable within the expected timeframe (maximum of 63 working 
days allotted by application) and with the proposed human and financial 
resources?      

• Effectiveness: To what extent does the request for technical assistance help the 
beneficiary implement its project and meet the needs and priorities of its country? 

• Sustainability: Are measures/policies/impact resulting from technical assistance 
likely to continue and grow after the completion of the mission?  

 
 
SELECTION PROCEDURE  
 
A Steering Committee composed of representatives of UNESCO and the European 
Commission will select applications for technical assistance missions on the basis of the 
eligibility and selection criteria outlined in this call for applications. 
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HOW TO APPLY?   
 
Applicants should: 

1. Download the electronic application form at: www.unesco.org/culture/en/culturegov. If 
you experience difficulty downloading the electronic application form, please contact 
the UNESCO Secretariat (see below); 

2. Fill out the application either in English OR French, the Secretariat’s two working 
languages; 

3. Attach relevant supporting documents and information that are deemed appropriate; 

4. Sign and date the application; 

5. Please send the completed application by email to culture-governance@unesco.org 
OR send the application via fax: +33 1 45 68 55 95.  

 
The Secretariat will confirm receipt of applications via email or fax. 
 
 
DEADLINES 
 
To be eligible for consideration, applications must be received by the UNESCO Secretariat 
no later than: 24 November 2011 (midnight, Paris time) 
 
All applicants will be notified as to whether or not their requests have been approved.   
 
Please note that: 

• The Project only covers the costs related to the technical expertise provided by 
the expert/experts selected by the beneficiary, up to a maximum of 63 working 
days per mission. Any other activities planned within the framework of a 
project’s implementation are to be financed by the beneficiary; 

• If the application is approved, beneficiaries are required to present to the 
UNESCO Secretariat, no later than 3 months after the end of the technical 
assistance mission, a detailed report concerning the implementation of the 
technical assistance and the achievement of the expected results, as well as its 
impact and  follow-up. 

 
UNESCO SECRETARIAT CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
UNESCO 
Section of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (CLT/CEH/DCE) 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
 
E-mail: culture-governance@unesco.org 

http://www.unesco.org/culture/en/culturegov
mailto:culture-governance@unesco.org
mailto:culture-governance@unesco.org
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ANNEX: List of Beneficiary Countries 
Developing countries having ratified the UNESCO 2005 Convention and eligible 

beneficiary countries under the European Union thematic programme “Investing in People” 
(Status: 19 October 2011) 

 
 

 
1 Afghanistan 
2 Argentina 
3 Armenia 
4 Azerbaijan 
5 Bangladesh 
6 Barbados 
7 Belarus 
8 Benin 
9 Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 
10 Brazil 
11 Burkina Faso 
12 Burundi 
13 Cambodia 
14 Cameroon 
15 Chad 
16 Chile 
17 China 
18 Congo 
19 Costa Rica 
20 Côte d'Ivoire 
21 Cuba 
22 Democratic Republic of the Congo 
23 Djibouti 
24 Dominican Republic 
25 Ecuador 
26 Egypt 
27 Ethiopia 
28 Gabon 
29 Gambia 
30 Georgia 
31 Grenada 
32 Guatemala 
33 Guinea 
34 Guyana 
35 Haiti 
36 Honduras 
37 India 
38 Jamaica 
39 Jordan 
40 Kenya 
41 Lao People's Democratic Republic 
42 Lesotho 
43 Madagascar 
44 Malawi 
45 Mali 
46 Mauritius 
47 Mexico 
48 Mongolia 
49 Mozambique 

50 Namibia 
51 Nicaragua 
52 Niger 
53 Nigeria 
54 Oman 
55 Panama 
56 Paraguay 
57 Peru 
58 Republic of Moldova 
59 Saint Lucia 
60 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
61 Senegal 
62 Seychelles 
63 South Africa  
64 Tajikistan 
65 Togo 
66 Trinidad and Tobago 
67 Tunisia 
68 Ukraine 
69 Uruguay 
70 Viet Nam 
71 Zimbabwe 


